
(Copied from an artical published in the News Leader,

section two-page eight, Jan. 2, 1957.)

NICHOLAS COUNTY HISTORY LESSON

THE STORY OF MT. LOOKOUT BY CARRIE JO HUFFMAN

Sometime near the date of 1810 William McClung and

David Welch obtained from the State of Virginia, a grant

of land on the lower course of Meadow River. This grant

called for forty three thousand acres more or less.

On the North side of Meadow River and between that

stream and its confluence with the Gauley lay a beautiful

region, level or rolling, bordering on the canyons of the

two rivers and extending several miles inland and to the

south and east. This was a mighty forest of giant pop-

lars, great red oaks, white oaks, chestnut, walnut, and

cherry. Along the water-courses were forests of hemlock

interspersed with maples, lindens, and many other trees.

This was a hunters paradise and was named by William

McClung, "My Wilderness". Hence the name of our magister-

ial district.

NICHOLAS COUNTY WAS FORMED IN 1818

The present community of Mt. Nebo was a part of the

forest land described above and was known as the "flat

woods".

In 1818 the new county of Nicholas was formed and

thus settlers were attracted to the new county.

William McClung lived near the present site of Rupert.

He was growing old having been born about 1738.
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He offered each of his grandchildren four hundred acres

of land in his wilderness if said grandchild would build

and live on said land.

Those who accepted this offer and chose land in the

"flat woods" (now Mt. Lookout), were Alexander McClung,

Monroe McClung, William McClung (Bill Slick), Dickerson

McClung, John McClung, George McClung, and James McClung

(Squire Jim). Also a granddaughter, Sarah McClung, who

had married John Deitz. These in addition to Cranberry,

Joe McClung, whom I have left out, once owned all the

land in Mt. Lookout)

These settlers built cabins and moved on their

various lands between 1818 and 1837.

Many very interesting and exciting experiences were

told and retold around Mt. Lookout firesides concerning

these pioneers and their fight to subdue the wilderness.

One unusual incident I shall relate. Dickerson

McClung, my grandfather, was worried by a bear that was

eating his corn. The corn was in shock and the animal

had a ravenous appetite. Try as he may, the worried

farmer could not catch the bear. Traps were carefully

avoided. Long vigils of watching failed, still the de-

struction went on.

OLD BEAR GOT DRUNKER'N A MONKEY

My grandfather was a doctor and kept whiskey for medi-

cal purposes. A tree had fallen across the fence. The

bear usually entered the field by walking on the tree trunk

as the sign would indicate. So the farmer-doctor decided

to mix Bruin a potion. With his ax, he made a trough.
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He then mixed a gallon of whiskey with molasses and sweet

milk, which he poured in the trough.

The next morning when he went to the field not one

shock was standing. Much of the corn was thrown outside

the field and the rest was scattered over the ground.

Evidently Bruin had had him a time. But he was found dead

drunk in a fence corner. A rifle shot finished him off

and he became meat for the family.

During the time 1818 and 1840 three Evans brothers

came from Muddy Creek in Greenbrier and bought land from

John McClung. A sister of theirs became Dickerson

McClung's first wife. The Stulls also came about the

same time. Two Jones boys, Allen and George, came later

and make their home with Alex McClung. 2

The Shaffers also came prior to 1840. They came

from Muddy County. Peter and George settled on Meadow

River. The old Peter Shaffer farm, adjoining the former,

is now owned by Holt Deitz. Meadow River formed the

western boundary of these two tracts. Bordering the

rough canyon of the river are sandstone cliffs with a

perpendicular height of more than one hundred feet. Gaps

and small waterfalls occur at intervals along these. In

small caves under these cliffs are thin layers of ni-

trates which have formed between the rocks. The pioneers

dug the salt-peter, as they called, in small quantities

which they used as medicine for both man and beast. This

product of dry sheltered spots untold centuries old, may

still be found beneath those colossal pillars of stone.

MOTHER FOUND FROZEN WITH HER CHILDREN

"Cranberry" Joe McClung, son of William McClung, the

land owner, claimed his four hundred acres in and adjoining
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the "great bend" of Meadow River. Ray Bays and the

Jacob Bays heirs are owners of most of this land now.

"Cranberry Joe", born at Rupert, December 20, 1777, was

the first white child born on Meadow River. He married

Jane Cavendish in 1804. His father gave him land near

Rupert, where his seven children were born. His oldest

son William (Bill Slick), married his comely cousin,

Abigail McClung, daughter of his uncle "Chunky Billy"

McClung and Jane Alderson daughter of Rev. John Alderson,

the first Baptist preacher west of the Alleghenies.

"Bill Slick" built a house on the edge of his grant -

of land, four hundred acres more or less, and moved to

the same sometime in the 1830's. The location on which

he built was near the present site of W.D. Halstead's

store. Here four children were born to the young couple.

Jane, George and the names and sex of the other two are

not known. In the winter of 1842, the husband had re-

turned to Greenbrier, probably on business. During his

absence a huge snow fell accompanied by high winds and

bitter cold. In the night the young mother awoke to

find the house in flames. The next morning two neighbors,

John and Dickerson McClung, living more than a mile away,

made their way through deep snowdrifts to find if the

family fuel, knowing that Bill was away. They found only

smoking embers and by the fence near the spring, they

found the mother and the four children huddled together

and frozen to death. 3 Thus the first great tragedy had

struck in the wilderness. Their graves are thought to

be in a field now owned by W.H. Legg and sons.

William (Bill Slick) contemplated suicide for a

while, but was reconciled through prayer and was made able

to overcome his anguish. He never remained in Nicholas

however. He went to Fayette and married Margaret Likens.

They had nine children, three of them dying infancy. .
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CRANBERRY JOE McCLUNG WENT TO GREENBRIER

His father, (Cranberry Joe) McClung, having a good

farm on a big mountain near Rupert, never lived on the

lands he claimed in Nicholas, but he was very much inter-

ested in them and settled his boys on them. Bill Slick,

as aforesaid, failed. His brother, Andy Bragg, built

his cabin near the farm of his brother, Bill Slick McClung.

Now owned by Crosby McClung, it is known as the Ed Champe

place.

"Andy__Bregs" married Susan Sharpe and lived for a

time on the above mentioned tract. They had nine children.

One son, Joseph Edward, lived for a time on his father's

place and here was born a baby boy who lives today and is

known as Dr. James Andrew McClung, well known doctor and

owner of the McClung Hospital in Richwood, West Virginia.

The docotr's mother was Catherine Hagerty.4

Soon after 1874, Joseph E. McClung moved to the farm

once owned by his grandfather, "Cranberry Joe", on a high

mountain near Rupert where he spent the remainder of his

life which was long and useful.

We will now refer back to the early 1850's. "Cranberry"

Joe" often visited his sons in Nicholas, where he hunted

and helped them plan their work in general. "Andy Bragg"

had moved to a farm on top of Big Sewell Mountain, in

Fayette County.

Once near the year 1850, while visiting his son,

Monroe McClung, "Cranberry Joe" sicken and died. He is

said to have been the first person buried in Mt. Pleasant

Cemetery at Mt. Lookout.
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Another person prominent in the early history of this

community was Mary (Aunt Polly) McClung. She was a

daughter of George Alderson and granddaughter of Rev.

John Anderson, noted pioneer Baptist preacher who lived

where the present town of Alderson, West Virginia, now

named for him. Mary was a favorite of her new grandfather

from the first and accepted his invitation to ride horse-

back with him to Richmond when he and Colonel Welch

filed for the grant of forty three thousand acres of land

afore mentioned. 5

SHE WAS GOOD WITH NEEDLE OR GUN

She was Vivacious, a tireless worker, good with a

rifle, a good seamstress, and for her time, well edu-

cated.

We are told that Mary met James when she accompanied

her illustrious grandfather Alderson on a preaching ap-

pointment near the young man's home. At any rate she

won the admiration of all with whom she came in contact.

We are told that once when she and her young husband were

going to the home of her grandfather at Alderson, they

found the boat on the other side of the Greenbrier River.

No one seemed to be within hearing and the husband could

not swim. Mary swam the river and brought over the boat.

She and James had nine children, five sons and four

daughters. They all lived to a normally old age. Being

very favorably country of what is now Mt. Lookout, she

settled four of her boys, John, George, Dick, and James

there, each on a four hundred acre tract. Will (Speckled,

Bill) she kept on the home place in Greenbrier County.
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The flatwoods rightly became known as the McClung Settle-

ment. Of the four daughters, Catherine, married James

Deitz of Greenbrier, Minerva married George Caldwell, and

lived in Fayette County near Carnifax Ferry. Mary (Peggy)

married Mardecia Halstead and settled in the same vicinity

as did "Peggy ". Sarah married John Deitz and came to the

McClung Settlement. Thus the Deitz's and the Halsteads of

Mt. Lookout are descendants of Aunt Polly the same as most

of us who are descendants of the original pioneers of this

neighborhood. Three children of Mardecia and Peggy Halstead,

early in life came to live in the country. Osborn was a

merchant at Mt. Lookout. John settled at Cross Lanes and

was a captain in the Confederate Army, then a prosperous

farmer and a cattleman, and finally sheriff of the county.

Dick lived at Pool and was a farmer and usually was an

officer of the law.

CHAMPS CAME TO COUNTY 116 YEARS AGO

About the year 1840, James Lewis Champe came to this

new community, known as McClung's Settlement, looking for

a home. He bought land and moved his family from Craig

County, Virginia, to the place now owned by his grandson

Lundy Champe. Later three cousins came. They were Flem,

Ed, and the late Billy Champe of Summersville. Flem

married Sarah McClung of Mt. Lookout. Ed married Fannie

Evans also of Mt. Lookout. James Lewis married Cynthia

Bell of Craig County, Virginia. Of course this was all

Virginia then.

Late in the 1850's the Shacklefords came to Nicholas

to live. They came from Culpepper County. The Nev. C.G.

Shackleford, well educated, frugal, and well liked by the

pioneers. He settled where his grandson Arthur Shackle-

ford now lives. Broad field and thrifty crops soon appear-

ed on the Shackleford farm. The pioneers knew that a valu-

able addition had come to the community.
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MT. LOOKOUT POST OFFICE ESTABLISHED

We do not know the exact date when this post office

was established. 6 We think it was soon after the Civil

War. Until that time, the post office used by pioneers

was Snow Hill. This office was then located in, a building

that is still standing, is occupied by the Holt McMillion

family. The pioneers named it the "White House" because

the elections were held there. 7 The man who did the most

to secure the Mt. Lookout post office, was my uncle James

E. McClung. His father Dickerson McClung, first built his

cabin near the mouth of Meadow River on land later known

as the King Farm and now spoken of as the "James Woods".

Later he built a log house one mile Northeast to the

end of "Johnny Black" McClung Lane, later called Nash

McClung Lane. Again he moved another mile East to "Bob"

McClung place where he built a large house,reared his

second family, and spent the remainder of his life. It

was the second mentioned that first sheltered Mt. Lookout

post office. Fish family own the reminents of this frame

house.

James E. McClung, who married Melinda Hendrickson,

then lived there. Near the house there was a knoll which

afforded a good view of the country around. James E.

McClung and his brother dubbed this knoll, Mt. Lookout.

This name was proposed-:and accepted byi.the government as

the name for the new post office. 8

ALEX McCLUNG BUILT FIRST MT. LOOKOUT HOME

As before stated in this article, Alex McClung was the

first man to rear his cabin in the McClung Settlement, now

Mt. Lookout. Born in 1804 in Greenbrier County. He married

Jennie Withrow and came to Nicholas. They became the
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parents of six children: Mortimore McClung married May

O'Dell, moved to Roane County, became a lawyer and raised

a family of nine. Second, Albert Gallatin McClung sym-

pathized with the Union in the Civil War. He was taken

away as a prisoner of war and was never heard of again. 9

Third, Mary Jane, Married Rev. W.F. Walker, pastor of a

Baptist church in Huntington. Fourth, Amanda, who married

Nicholas Ramsey, and lived with her father at Mt. Lookout.

They had one son W.H. Ramsey, of whom we will speak later.

Amanda, in the autumn of 1868 married Aaron McClung, lawyer,

surveyor and farmer of Mt. Lookout where she died about

1878. Fifth, Adiniram Judson (Jud) born March 12, 1842..

His life will be given attention in a special section of

this paper. Sixth, Leander Preston McClung, was a Union

soldier. He went away to war and never returned. His

brother, Jud, served under John MacCausland in the Southern

Army.

THE RAMSEYS FOUGHT IN CROSS LANES BATTLE

Alex McClung's family was the only Union family in

the McClung Settlement. His daughter, Amanda, married

Nicholas Ramsey son of Captain Riley Ramsey, a staunch

loyalist. His son Judson, had married a daughter of John

McClung, whose family was just as loyal to the confederacy.

Feeling ran high.

The Battle of Cranifax Ferry was fought September 10,

1861. Southrn leaders had pressed the young able bodied

men into the malitia in the McClung Settlement, gave each

man a musket and a cap and took him to serve as reserves

in the battle.

A humorous incident--one militiaman was William Wallace

McClung. His unit had "Dug In" within view of the Federal

lines. Anxious to try their guns, the citizen soldiers
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were loading and firing from the concealments of their

trenches. Charles Bennett, one of the boys from what is

now the Pool neighborhood, noticed that William was load-

ing, then he would be on his back and would shoot straight

up. Amid the din and roar of the battle, Bennett said,

"Will what're you shootin at? Will responded with vigor,

"I'm shootin at the Yankees. Bennett answered back,

"Will, there aren't any Yankees in Heaven." At the time

of the battle, Nicholas Ramsey was at Cross Lanes where he

had been working. Being a Union sympathizer it is probable

that he was with the Union forces, but not as a soldier.

He tried to return home the next day, but he and a com-

panion were fired upon as they were crossing the river and

leaving their boat swam back to the side from which they

had started. Having lost his shoes Ramsey made his way to

the home of an uncle on Bell Creek. On September 14th,

he arrived alone at a gate on the Carnifax Road from which

a small lane led up to his father-in-laws home where his

young wife and two year old son lived. Several militiamen

and one soldier and with them, Jim Remley be name had

taken position on near by rocks. their purpose being,

quoting their own words, "To keep back the Yankees." As

Ramsey approached the gate he halted. He was wearing a

regulation cap of the Federal uniform. The citizen soldiers

on the rocks had Remley shoot Ramsey, since he was a full-

fledged soldier, otherwise it would be murder. Romley

shot the young man down in cold blood on September 14, 1861. 10

He was left lying for three days by the side of the road

before he was found. Each evening of three days as the twil-

light shadows fell upon the hills Amanda, the young wife,

with her baby boy in her arms, walked down to the gate waiting

and watching for her husband while his lifeless body lay a

few yards away. He was buried by a company of Union sold-

iers. He was placed in the hollow half of a log, covered

with the other half and placed under a rock cliff. Rela-

tives built a rough rock wall around his grave. When his
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little boy, W.H. Ramsey (Billy Hance), grew to be a man

he placed a marble slab with the following inscription:

Nicholas H. Ramsey born January 1839, murdered September 14,

1861. Thus ended another tragic chapter in the history

of the McClung Settlement.

BILLY HANCE DECIDED VENGEANCE WAS HIS

Billy Hance felt it was his duty to avenge his father's

death. He traveled in many states looking for Remley.

Remley seemed to be an unsettled character. Sometimes it

would be months before Ramsey could again pick up his

trail. In one instance he was told that a man by the name

of Ramsey had moved into the community and the next morning

Remley was gone. After several weary years he stood by

the grave of James Remley, who had died of natural causes

in the far off state of California. While standing there

Ramsey said, "That all this bitter hatred and longing

for revenge suddenly departed from him."

Billy Hance was a very useful man and one of varied

experience. For a while he lived in North Dakota where he

was a farmer on a big scale. He also took part in public

affairs. While there a new county was named for him. He

was county commissioner of Fayette County dourt in West

Virginia and served one term as Sheriff of the same county..

He attended Marshall normal, now Marshall University. He

earned an AB degree at WVU, and taught normal schools at

Mt. Lookout.

JUD McCLUNG GOES TO FEDERAL PRISON

During the later part of the Civil War, Jud McClung

was captured and sent to prison Camp Chose in Indiana,
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where he almost died of starvation. When the war was over

he became a farmer at Mt. Lookout. Jud was a brilliant

man and while he had only a common school education, he read

widely and studied much. Within a few years after the re-

turn from the army he became a Baptist minister. In this

capacity he served many years, first as a pastoroof hisl/ocal

and neighboring churches, during which time he helped to

organize the Hopewell Baptist Association. Following this

he was to be pastor of the First Baptist Church in Milton,

West Virginia. Adiniram Judson and Louisa McClung had two

sons and five daughters.

Time and space do not allow us to elaborate on the

lives of each child, but suffice to say that all lived to

become respected citizens and really contributed to pro-

gress. Only one survies, Mrs. Mae Evans of Mt. Lookout.

However his son, Charles Allen McClung (C.A.), was

outstanding in the service he rendered to the community.

He was a preacher of ability. He taught school for fifty

years. He married first, Mary Champe, daughter of Lewis

Champe of Mt. lookout, and by this marriage he had seven

sons and two daughters. By his second wife he had two

sons and two daughters. This second wife's name was

Octavia Sovine McKinney. One son 0yrthellatterimarplage

Morris McClung, is a school teacher and at this time is

principal of the Fleger Ridge Grade School and also a

member of the Nicholas County Court.

AND THE McCLUNGS BEGAT MORE McCLUNGS

Thomas McClung son of Dr. Dickerson McClung and Sarah

Evans McClung married Kiziah Shackleford, daughter of
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C.G. Shackleford (Rev.), in 1858. They occupied the house

which had first held the post office. Tom and Kiziah had

four sons and four daughters. Four of them still survive:

Mrs. Rosa McVey of Victor, West Virginia, Mrs Melvina Legg

who lives in the state of Washington. Lewis and Penn

McClung of Harvey, West Virginia.

Another son of Dr. Dickerson McClung was Dr. Granville

A. McClung, married Sarah Ann Stull of Mt. Lookout, had

four sons and five daughters. Surviving are: Elasts of

Indiana, Jane of Kansas, and Prusia of California.
11

Dr. Dickerson McClung was Married the second time to

Margaret McClung. To them five children were born, two

sons and three daughters. Two of these survive. They are

Mrs. J.W. Bragg of Ansted, West Virginia and I.C. McClung

of Hico, West Virginia. These are the last two survivors

of the four brothers who were among the very first to settle

in Mt. Lookout. Their father, Dr. Dickerson McClung, was

born in the year 1810.

George McClung married a Callison. They had nine

children and none survive. Some direct decendents from

Uncle George are C.W. and C.A. McClung of McClung and

Morgan Stores in Charleston, West Virginia and the Hylberts

who are great church workers in foreign missions.

James Coggin McClung (Squipe Jim), married Lucinda

Burr, a direct descentent of Aaron Burr, in fact a son

George Aaron McClung, afore mentioned, was named for the

noted statesman and slayer of Alexander Hamilton. Another

son George Newman, married Eliza Jane Evans. -Chey had

five boys and girls. Three of these still survive. Ald-

erson of Rainelle, West Virginia, Ira McClung and Mrs. W.H.

Legg of Mt. Lookout. Paulina, another child of James C.
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McClung, married James A. Moses. They had three sons and

four daughters, two of them, Frank and Lou Moses still

live. Eliza J. Liggett moved to Kansas soon after marriage.

She is deceased.

CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS ONE AND THE SAME

A crude log house was built about the year 1840, which

was used for both school and worship. I do not know the

first teachers, but among the early teachers were James E.

McClung and George A. McClung. After the Civil War the

same building was used. Wooster N. McClung, Arthur N.

Bnown, and Martin McClung taught in this building. In 1850

it was proposed to erect a building suitable for worship.

A log church was constructed and was erected on the same

site as the new site. In 1875, the log structure was torn

down and replaced by a frame building. In 1915, the church

was made ten feet longer and other improvements added. In

the winter of 1952 and 1953 the present cinderblock build-

ing was constructed with basement and many modern facili-

ties. With two hundred and thirty five members. With

pleasure we submit a list of charter members: 12

Alkana Evans
James McClung
Andrew McClung
George A. McClung
John McClung
Dickerson McClung
John Monroe McClung
Lewis A. McClung
William McClung
Albert McClung
Rufus McClung
James McClung
George Au. McClung
Albert McClung
Marshall McClung
George L. McClung
Abigail L. McClung
Susan McClung
Sally McClung
Ester McClung

Mary J. McClung
Margaret McClung
Mary Ann McClung
Mary A. McClung
Mary J. McClung
Jane McClung
Amanda McClung
Mary F. McClung
Rebecca McClung
Mary McClung
Peter Shaffer
Mary Shaffer
Mary C. Shaffer
Rebecca Shaffer
Sarah Shaffer
Lucy Shaffer
Francis Shaffer
Elizabeth Shaffer
J.W. Deitz
John Deitz

Sarah Deitz
Nancy Deitz
Mary J. Deitz
William Evans
Nancy Evans
Sarah Evans
Mary Hendrickson
Octave Hendrickson
Martha Hendrickson
Jane Hendrickson
Thomas Hawkins
Ann Hawkins
Henry B. Hylbert
Thomas Collison
Washington Davis
Mary Davis
Margaret Bennett
Mary Stull
Catherine Beckner
Francis Evans.
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Many improvements have been made in the schools. Some

of the schools have been consolidated and at this time

property has been bought to consolidate all of the sur-

rounding one room schools.

The community of Mt. Lookout has in'the last few years

progressed very rapidly having most all the modern facili-

ties that are enjoyed in towns.
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS

1-12 Submitted by: Clyde McClung
139 Grove St.
Summersville, WV 26651

1. I believe that George and Carroll also had a 400 acre
parcel.

2. Alex was their uncle. Alex's sister,Caroline, married
Allen Jones Sr. George and Allen Jr. were children of
Allen Sr. and Caroline.

3. A baby was formed on the opposite side of the fence.
Apparently the mother dropped the baby on the opposite
side of the fence so she could get over. The family
were trying to make their way to the home of John
Monroe McClung, near Bob Worlledge's place of later
years.

4. Dr. Jim's birth certificate is in the Greenbrier Court
House. He must have been born in Greenbrier County.

5. This should have read "new father-in-law", as Billie
McClung was not her grandfather. Her husband James,
was a son of Billy.

6. Mt. Lookout Post Office was established 1879. Most
mailing business was done at Fowler's Knob, not Snow
Hill. Nicholas Court House Post Office, 1820, was
also used.

7. The building was painted white. Some say it was the
first house painted white in the Wilderness District.

8. Jud McClung also helped name the Mt. Lookout Post Office.

9. I believe Albert Galletin was killed before he got out
of Mt. Lookout. His grandson, Dock O'Dell said that he
was very sick when he left home and probably died of
illness. There is no record of his military service in
Washington architures.

10. Cap. Halstead said that a Stull shot him.

11.and 12 submitted by: Evelyn Jones
512 S. Seminary St.
Princeton, Ind. 47670

11. Dr. Granville Alderson McClung, son of Dr. Dickerson
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McClung, married Sarah Ann Stull, December 31, 1870.
They had six sons and six daughters:

Amos-11-16-1871 (dec.)

Nancy Margaret-11-6-1873 (dec
Sampson-12-7-4875 (dec.)
Addnirvie (Add) 5-1-1877 (dec
Millie Susan-4-19-1879 (dec.
Labon-1-19-1881 (dec.)
Agnew-8-15-1885 (dec.)
Ella Jane-7-16-1887 (dec.)
Elastie-1-25-1894 (dec.)

This record was copied from
Sarah McClung by her father
dated 1851.

12. The church is named the "Mt.

Sistine Madona-4-28-1883
(dec.)

.) Prushie A., changed her
name to Pat Hooper. She

.) lives at 2607 6th Ave.
1971) Charleston, WV 25312 (She

Was born 1892)
William Dennis-7-4-1898
22121-Pobbinsville,'N:C.,

28771

the family Bible given to
Jacob Stull. The Bible is

Pleasant Baptist Church'!.

In thg years of 1902 through 1913 there came to Mt. Lookout three

sons of William McGinnis Legg and Polly Ann Hawkins, 040 grand

sons of William Legg and Elizabeth Ramsey, great grandsons of Thomas

Legg and Betsey Nutter and also greatgrandsons of Bartholomew Ramsey

and Margaret Wiseman and propagated the community with eleven boys

and thirteen girls. (WEL)
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