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Preface 

When I pick up a book to read and see a lengthy preface 
and about 20 pages introduction I feel like laying it down. 

Just after the Ramsey-Legg Reunion, 1925, at Leander I 
asked W. H. Ramsey to write on the Ramsey family. He 
said 'You do it." 

o I began what has continued to the present time. 

wish to thank all the persons who helped me in this 
matter. 

I feel especially indebted to Mrs. George Ramsey of Mil- 
ton who furnished me information about Allen Ramsey and 
family. 

J. M. Pyne gave me quite a lot of important matter con- 
sisting of copy of material from the history of Scotland, an 
old book in the library at St. Louis. 

W. H. Ramsey helped all through the writing by finding 
deeds, wills, etc., of our ancestors and many ways besides. 
I wish also to thank Mrs. Noco Sims Darnell and Mrs. Mae 
Cavendish Crouse for typing most of the matter for me. I 
suppose I shall receive many criticisms for matter in this 
history and for not inserting some things that I left out. 

My apology is: "Whoever thinks a perfect piece to see, 
Thinks what ne'er was nor is nor ever shall be." 

J. C. RAMSEY, 193& 
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Ramsey Family I-Iistory 

orthoiomew Ramsey 

In writing history or biography, the writer usually in- 
stills into it sorne of his personal feelings and ideas. He is 
inclined to minimize the faults of his supposed heroes and 
magnify their good qualities. This is natural and the writer 
is not to be condemned too harshly for so doing. 

The writers of the Bible history however seem to have 
told the sins of Abraham, Moses and David as well as their 
virtues. I shall attempt to follow the biblical plan in writ- 
ing the history of the Ramseys. I shall give attention to 
Chronology, but shall aim to sprinkle in enough spice that 
it will not be tasteless. For any mis-statements that I 
make, I wish to apologize now. Mark Twain said "When I 
was young I could remember everything that happened and 
a lot of things that never happened; but since I have gotten 
old about all I can remember are things that never hap- 
pened." I obtained most of my information from others. 
So if some of the events that I tell are not true I can excuse 
myself by attributing it to my informers or to my failing 
memory. 

I am aiming to tell the weakness of my heroes as well as 
their virtues. If I told only the good acts of the Ramseys 
there would not be enough matter to fill a book and the 
Ramseys themselves would not recognize the story. So I 
shall aim to relate enough bad things to make the good 
things appear true. 

David Ramsey was a great historian; but he spelled his 
name "Ramsay" instead of "Ramsey" so I suppose I am no 
relation to him. Consequently I have no great ancestor 
from which to inherit a historical talent. Therefore I hope 
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8 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

no one will be disappointed if I do not write the kind of 

history that fills his ideal. 

When Grandfather Ramsey lived in what is now Fayette 

County, Henry Clay was passing through Fayette on his 

way to Washington City from Kentucky. 

Abraham Lincoln and General Grant were boys helping 

to conquer the Wild West. Texas was a part of Mexico, the 

great western states were an unsettled wilderness. The 

Methodist Church was in its infancy. The first Rail Roai 

had not been built. The telegraph and telephone had not 

been dreamed of. There were no free schools, no automo- 

biles, no gas nor electric lights, not even kerosene lamps, 

nor cooking stoves, no thrashing machines, no wind mills, 

not even a grain cradle; but wheat was cut by handfuls with 

a sickle, and pounded out with a flail, or traniped out by 

horses, and cleaned in the wind, or by a sheet rolled at the 

ends and swung by two men, one at each end, while the 

wheat was poured from a half bushel. 

Here I shall tell a story,Tom Hawkins, Nick Hawkins's 

father came to grand father Ramseys to thresh his wheat 

on grandfather's thrashing floor. Grandfather being a lit- 

tle suspicious of Uncle Tom, sent Uncle Richard who was 

then a small boy to the barn to watch Hawkins. lt was a 

cold day and Uncle Rich who could not talk plain said, 

"Unke Tom, Daddy said not 'teal' any thing, I am so cold I 

have to go to the house." Uncle Richard never did learn to 

read as there were no schools at that time. 

No written history of the Ramssys has ever been with.th. 

my reach. The Rmseys are Scotch. My grandfather Ram- 

sey was born about 1776 or 1777. From the best informa- 

tion I can get he was born in Berks County, Pennsylvania, 

lived a while in Rockingham County, Va., then moved to 

Greenbrier County, now Monroe County, W. Va. He was 

married to Margaret Wiseman about 1798 or 1799 while 

living in Monroe Co. 
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RAMSEY FAMILY IISTORY 9 

Margaret Wiseman, his wife, was boni in Berks County 
Pennsylvania 1777. She was a daughter of Isaac Wiseman, 
who had seven sons and four daughters: viz. Joseph Wise 
man, John Wiseman, Sarah Wiseman, Isaac Wiseman, Ja- 
cob Wiseman, Rachel Wiseman, Samuel Wiseman, Abner 
Wiseman, Elizabeth Wiseman, Margaret Wiseman (Ram- 
sey) William Wiseman. The Ramseys and Wisemans have 
been closely associated as far back as I can trace them. 
Besides Bartholomew Ramsey marrying Margaret Wise- 
man, William Wiseman married a sister of Bartholomew 
Ramsey near the time that Bartholomew was married. Al- 
so his brother Daniel Ramsey married Elizabeth Wiseman, 
daughter of Joseph Wiseman, who was oldest brother of 
Margaret Wiseman (Ramsey) I shall have more to say of 
Daniel Ramsey and William Wiseman later. 

Bartholomew Ramsey moved to Nicholas County, now 
Fayette about 1819 and settled near where Leander is now, 
and where the Ramsey Reunion was held Aug. 13, 1925. I 
have in my possession a copy of a deed made by William 
McClung of Greenbrier County to Bartholomew Ramsey, 
June 20, 1818, witnessed by Wm. Carnefix, John Carneiix 
and Emanuel Fleshman and confirmed by the Nicholas 
County Court Jan. 5, 1819. The deed does not state the 
number of acres but gives boundary as follows, viz: "Be- 
ginning a white oak, maple and beech, corner to Fleshman 
and S 22W 20 poles to white oak and beech and S 82W 160 
poles to a white oak and N 17 W 38 poles to a white oak and 
N 70 W 16 poles to a white oak and black oak and N 35 E 
20 poles to a white oak and N 85 E 148 poles to a large 
chestnut and dogwood and S 51 E 127 poles to a poplar in a 
hollow S 17 56 poles to the beginning." There is another 
deed for a smaller amount of land dated 1822. 

My understanding is that Bartholomew Ramsey and one 
or two of his oldest boys came to Fayette and raised some 
crop in 1819 and brought the family in 1820. I have heard 
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10 RAMSEY FAMILY HSTOY 

mr father say that he was ten years old when he came to 

Nicholas, now 'ayette. As he was born May 6, 1810, it 

would be 1820 when he carne to Nicholas now Fayette. 

Ward Wiseman 

Grandfather Ramsey had one sister that I know of, Mary, 

who married William Wiseman. She died May 1801, leav- 

ing a young baby, Isaac Ward Wiseman. My grandmother 

took the child arid raised him in the family with my father 

and his brothes and sisters. She weaned hei' oldest child, 

William at six months of age and nursed Ward Wiseman 

the above named infant son. Ward Wiseman therefore, 

was a double fìrst-counsin of my father and uncles and 

aunts. He had no full brothers or sisters that i have any 

account of. 

Ward Wiseman had two sons, John and William, and five 

daughters. He was a hard working man and it is said he 

could beat any one else chopping that ever competed with 

him. He lived a number of years in the house now occu- 

pied by William Morrison, two miles west of Mt. Nebo. He 

lived some time in Fayette County, and when his wife, Polly, 

died he spent the remainder of his life with his daughter 

Rebecca Hawkins, widow of Nick Hawkins, The last time 

I saw Uncle Ward he came to my house and ate dinner on 

his way to Fayette County. I took him on a horse to 

Meadow River cliffs. As we went along he said to me, 

'There is a tree Icut for a coon." There lay the old log. 

A little further on he pointed to two large white oaks and 

said there was a "deer stand.' Also he called my attention 

to a rock that he said his hogs used to have for a bed and 

shelter. l-le dieci at the age of about 91 or 92. 

He was a soldier in my father's company in time of Civil 

War. A story is told that one time he and sorne other 
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RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 11 

soldiers were at his daughters, Mula Bails's neai McKees' 
Creek, when the Rebels flied on them. They shot back and 
ran. Uncle Ward was run down being old. The Rebels 
came on and he surrendered. One of the rebels said "Shoot 
the damned old Yankee." Another Rebel said, "No, do not 
shoot him, he is so old he can't see to shoot." Uncle Ward 
said "I can't see very well, but I can guess pretty straight." 
One Rebel said "I do not want him guessing at me any 
more." 

Uncle Ward had no book learning as he never went to 
school. He would get matters mixed up sometimes. As for 
example,He used to say "Billie Ramsey is older than I am, 
I am older than Jesse Legg, and Jesse Legg is older than 
Billie Ramsey." Jesse Legg was born June 1800, Billie 
Ramsey Nov. 1800 and Uncle Ward May 1801. But because 
they were all born within twelve months he thought it was 

1l in 1800. He claimed he was boi'n in 1800. But of course 
it was 1801, because grandmother Ramsey weaned Billie at 
six months of age, who was born Nov. 30, 1800, and took 
thicie Ward and suckled him. 

Uncle Wards descendants are numerous. Hawkinses, 
Bailes Whites and Wisernans and Fitzwaters. Of his great. 
grandsons, are P. N. Wiseman, prominent banker at Sum- 
mersville, who held office of County Clerk in Nicholas Coun- 
ty for 12 years. He also was a leading school teacher for 
a number of yeais. There is also W. J. Wiseman at ilominy 
Falls who was Assessor in Nicholas County foi foui' years. 
Uncle Ward died at the age of 91 years and is buried at 
Richmond Chapel in Fayette County near Leander P. 0. 

James Wiseman a prominent merchant at Ansted is a 
grandson of Uncle Ward Wiseman, Isaac Hawkins at Fay- 
etteville is one of his grandsons. There are many amusing 
anecdotes told on his descendants. 1-lis son Bill Wisernan 
was living at what is now known as the Barb Wiseman place 
owned b W. lt. Tones. Once Nick Hawkins, Tom Hawkiiìs, 
and John Wiseman and their families all carne to visit Bill 
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Wiseman. They were pitching horse shoes when it began 

to get dark. Bill had made a lot of shingles to cover his 

new house and they were stacked up to season. One of the 

men, I think it was Nick Hawkins says, "Them shingles 

would make a good light." Now they had a rule never to 

back out on any proposal. So they burned all the shingles 

to make a light by which to see to pitch horse shoes. Some- 

time after they all went to visit Nick Hawkins. Nick took 

them up on the mountains to show them what a nice field 

of wheat he had, it being about ready to cut. One of them 

said "What a nice place to hop, step, and jump down through 

that wheat". So at it they went, Nick with them. But they 

said Nick did not roll quite as far when he fell down as the 

rest of them did. 

Another story is told on Uncle Ward's grandsons, Pete 

Hawkins and Marion Hawkins. Pete and Marion went hunt- 

ing. Pete had a new gun. After hunting awhile and find- 

mg no game they were sitting on the fence when Marion 

says, "Pete, let me try your new gun." "All right" says 

Pete. "Pete, will your gun 'kick' ?" "No". So Marion while 

sitting on the fence fired the gun, and it kicked him off the 

fence. Marion crawled up not in a very good humor and 

looked at Pete rather scornfully and said "Pete" (emphat- 

ically) "I thought you said your gun wouldn't 'kick-ah' ". 

As soon as Pete could conceal his laughing he says, "IFor 
got totellyouthat--itwouldkickstrangers." 

Pete Hawkins' wile was a Ramsey, Cinda, and was killed 

by being thrown from a wagon by a r'n away team in 1900. 

Marions' wife was Edna Crookshanks whose mother was 

Betsy Ramsey Crookshanks half sister to Cinda Ramsey. 

Once Ward Wiseman's son, John, killed William Ryan's 

dog. The dog's name was Fido. Nr. Ryan wrote a piece of 

poetry about it. I only remember a few lines of the poetry 

which ran like this: 
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RAMSEY FAMILY HSTOY 13 

"Now Ben he got with Nick one day, 
And told the tale right straight away; 
"Nick, he said, as sure as guns are made of Iron, 
I'll tell the whole affair to Ryan." 

CHORUS. 
"There are shoes enough in tan, 
For Dad and Mum and Peggy Ann, 
For Fido's hide's in tan" 

John Wiseman was a Union Soldier in Captain Ramsey's 
Company. 

William Wiseman was a Confederate Soldier and was 
wounded in the Battle of Carnefix's Ferry. 

Isaac Ward Wiseman's children were: 
William Wiseman who married Barbara O'Dell and 

lived in Wilderness District, Nicholas County, but spent 
the last part of his life in Jackson Co., West Virginia. 

John M. Wiseman who first married Peggie Ann Ben- 
nett and afterwards married a Crist, I believe. 

Rebecca, who married Nicholas Hawkins. 
Mary Ann who married William White. 
Sarah (Salue) who married George Bails. 
Millie (Mildred) who married Left Bails. 
Elizabeth (Betty) who married John Fitzwater. The 

reason I have written at some length about Ward Wiseman 
was because his mother was a Ramsey and he, as stated, 
was a double first-cousin of my father and was raised in the 
family with my uncles and aunts. 

io& Rrmy 
Joel Ramsey, a brother of Bartholomew Ramsey, was 

born Nov. 15, 1784. I have no history of him back of when 
he lived in Monroe County. While living there he used to 
come to Nicholas now Fayette County, and camp out and 
hunt. I have heard him tell of hunting on Arrow Wood 
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14 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

Creek. He was a regular Daniel Boone to hunt. He looked 

very much like Daniel Boone's picture. I have sat and list- 

ened to him tell hunting and trapping experiences for hours. 

i have the trap he used to catch wolves in, and the little 
home made tomahawk with which he used to kill the wolves. 

He spent his last years at oui' house. I have gone with him 

when I was a boy, seven to ten years of age to his traps and. 

seen him set them and have seen him take foxes and rac- 

coons from his traps. His wife's name was Polly, but I do 

not know her maiden surname. They had one son, I do not 

remember his name, think it was William, who went to the 
Mexican War and never returned. Whether he was killed 

in battle or died of disease, I do not know. His wife died 

perhaps about 1862, and Uncle Joel lived with his Nephew 

Billie Ramsey, at Dogwood Creek for some years, time of 

Civil War and a year afterward. Then he came and lived 

with my father, J. Riley Ramsey, perhaps three years, and 

died here August 28, 1869. 1 remember the circumstances 
connected with his death. He gradually became feeble from 

age, but still wanted to walk out in the yard every day. One 

evening near sun down, he stepped off the porch and fell 

down. I saw him fall and called to Elijah Nutter who was 

just starting home from Oui' house. He and Wade Moses, 

who was near and my brother Jake carried him into the 
house and placed him on a chair; but he fell over in very 

short time. They placed him in bed and he was dead in a 
few minutes. His last words were, "Jennie, I couldn't help 

it," spoken to my mother when he fell off the chair. Wade 

Moses ran home and sent his father, William Moses, up 

here, and Jake went and brought Mr. William White down 

soon as he could come. Mi'. White shaved him. My broth- 

er Jake and Elijah Nutter went to Summersville and got 

cloth to make his shroud. Some women, I think Nan Huff- 

man and Julia Wills, made his shroud. Malon H. Wills made 

his coffin of walnut and varnished it nicely leaving its nat- 
ural color. Father and my brother Wallace were up about 
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Cherry River hunting when Uncle Joel died. He died Fri- 
day evening and father came home Saturday. The burying 
took place at Gilgal Church Sunday following. There are 
a number of vivid recollections I could relate connected with 
his death and burial; but they might seem too tedious to 
tell. I want to say that while they were staying awake 
when he lay a corpse the second night, I waked up and heard 
them singing, "There are angels hovering round". The 
song was in a song book called the "Christian Harp". In 
1908 1 placed a small marble marker at his grave at Gilgal 
Church giving date of his birth and death. He left a bible 
with the record of his birth written on a fly leaf. Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Ramsey got his Bible and I suppose has it yet. He 
left a chest put together with wooden pegs as I suppose 
nails were hard to get at that time. 

Uncle Joel was a member of the M. E. Church and would 
rise and testify in classmeeting. He was a diligent worker 
but very tedious and painstaking in his work, thereby turn- 
ing off but a little in a day. He loved corn bread, and sel- 
dom ate wheat bread, when he could get corn bread. He 
loved butter milk and wanted it very sour. He used to teli 
people that he was past 80 years old and did not have an un- 
sound tooth in his head. He had no teeth for years before 
he died 

Uncle Joel had high ideals of morals, but was uneducated. 
When some one did what he thought was wrong he would 
place his hands on his cane and lean his head on his haiìd 
and snuff, or rather audibly cause emissions of breath. The 
time he would spend at this was usually measured by his 
estimate of the wrong committed. 

Once my father hired two men to clear up some trees that 
had fallen in a field. They reported done and left while 
my father was gone. Father had paid them before he left 
home. After they were gone Uncle Joel went out and found 
they had left a lot of half burned logs. He came in and 
spent sometime manifesting his displeasure in his usual 
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16 (AMSEY FAMILY HSTORY 

manner. Then picked up his ax, maul, and iron wedge, went out and split the logs into very fine pieces and burned them. 
Uncle Joel left no descendants, but left his influence on the world. I have no recollection of any act of his that I can say was wrong. He was a pioneer in this country and is now reaping the rewards of a life well spent. 
Perhaps some Ramsey is getting impatient that I do not 

mention his name in my writing. Well, "The mills of the 
gods grind slow." I have a lot of matter on hands, but I lack connecting links. I expect to relate something of every 
grandson and grandaughter of Bartholomew Ramsey, if I 
can get the name and something to relate. I have Wallace Ramsey's War experience and the account of the killing 
of W. H. Ramsey's father that I may relate out of turn 
while I am waiting for information about some others. 

I am trying to get all the information I can about Allen 
Ramsey, Daniel Ramsey, a brother of Bartholomew Ram- 
sey, and Abner Ramsey, son of Bartholomew Ramsey and Joseph Ramsey who used to live above Russeilville and 
whose son, J. W. Ramsey a minister in the M. E. South, went to Tennessee. If any of their descendants will write 
me I shall be pleased to correspond with him. 

Carnegie Library Records 
In writing the history of the Ramsey Family, I am aiming to make it center around Bartholomew Ramsey. I am un- 

able to get full and definite information further back than his father Richaïd Ramsey who died in 1824. 
There is an old. leather bound book with time-stained 

pages in the Library at the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh, Pa. This book is the history of Berks and Lebanon Coun- ties in Pennsylvania published in 1844, by G. Hills, Lan- caster, Pa. Tri this book is found the name of Isaac Wise- 
man, listed as a taxpayer in 1752, and living in Amity 
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Township in Berks County, Penn. This no doubt is the 
Isaac Wiseman father of Bartholomew Ramsey's wife. The 
history of the Wiseman's says Isaac Wiseman emigrated to 
Rockinghaxn County, Va., but did not remain there long, 
moving on to Monroe County, now W. Va. This was soon after the Revolutionary War. 

This same old book speaks of John Ramsey listed as a 
taxable citizen in 1750, living in Hanover Township, Le- 
banon County, Penn. 

Also of Robert Ramsey a taxable citizen in Londonderry 
Township, Lebanon Co., Penn. 1751. The book says that 
not many Scotch settlers came to Pennsylvania, but most 
of those that did come settled in Lòndonderry Township, 
Lebanon Co., Penn. 

As so many of the Wisemans and Ramseys intermarried, I conclude that they emigrated to Monroe about the same 
time and that both families came from Pennsylvania about the same time, perhaps together. I conclude also that John 
Ramsey spoken of in the aforesaid history was Bartholo- 
mew Ramsey's grandfather, being Richard Ramsey's 
father. 

As Richard Ramsey died in 1824, it is quite reasonable to 
conclude that he was born about 174II either in Pennsyl- 
vania or in Scotland where the Ramseys came from to 
Pennsylvania. 

Bartholomew Ramsey, the son of Richard Ramsey was 
of a large family, there being six sons and six daughters, 
as follows: George, Bartholomew, John, William, Joel, 
Daniel. Letty, Margaret Jane, Sarah, Mary and Betsey. 

Of part of the above brothers and sisters I know but lit- 
tle or nothing. I have no definite knowledge of George and 
William. Daniel, married a daughter of Joseph Wisernan. 
I have one Chapter on him and his descendants. I have 
already written up Joel Ramsey. 

Letty Ramsey married a Wikel is all I know of her. Mar- 
garet Ramsey married a Wiseman, hut I am not sure what 
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18 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

lus name was. Jane Ramsey married Owen Wiseman a 
grandson of Isaac and a son of Joseph Wisernan. She, 
Jane was the mother of R. C. Wisernan, a preacher in 
the M. E. Church South, and was once pastor on Hominy 
Falls Circuit about 1878 and 1879 or near that time. Mary 
Ramsey married William Wiseman and was the mothei of 
Ward Wiseman as told of in my second chapter. She died 
when Ward was an infant, 1801. Sarah Ramsey married 
Isaac Wiseman, son of Isaac and grandson of Isaac Wise- 
man the one spoken of as emigrating from Penn. She and 
her husband spent their lives in Ohio from 187 to 1870. 
She was the mother of eleven children as follows: Rebecca, 
Mary, John, Elizabeth, Richard, Abner, Letty, William, An- 
drew, Samuel and George. Andrew was a minister in the 
M. E. Church. She evidently named her children from her 
brothers, sisters and other neai. relations. Betsey Ramsey 
married John (?) Rice. I am unable to give any further 
information about her. If any reader of this can give me 
information concerning the persons that I know but little 
about I surely will appreciate their help. 

I wrote about Joel Ramsey sometime ago. So fai' as I 
Irnow he has no descendants, as his only son, William went 
to the army in the Mexican war and never returned. 

There was Peter Ramsey lived at MeKeesport, Pennsyl- 
vania in 1884, who came direct from Scotland. I have but 
little knowledge of him, except that he was a coal miner. 
Richard Ramsey, father of Bartholomew Ramsey, bought 
land in Monroe County, previous to 1799 as Monroe ,Oounty 
was a part of Gieenbrier before that date. He, Richard 
Ramsey, lived as a farmer in Monroe County dying there 
in 1824. 11e was evidently of a thrifty turn. His will is 
recorded in the Clerk's office, at Union, Monroe County. It 
shows how he willed his children all his accumulations 
which were sold at auction. The bill of sale shows that he 
liad all the tools and conveniences of that day. The bill 
shows who bought each article and what it was sold for and 
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whether paid down or paid by note. Richard Ramsey's father was evidently born before the date of George Wash- ington's birth. So far as I can learn the Ramsey's never 
owned negro slaves. They came from Scotland. The Scotch were also an industrious race of people. Again coming from Pennsylvania where slavery never existed they would not bring a slavery sentiment with them. 

I have no record of Richard Ramsey's Church affiliation. 
His son Bartholomew was a member of the M. E. Church 
and it is quite probable that Richard was a member of the 
same church. The Scotch were mostly Presbyterians, and rever subscribed to the Church of England. Reverend John 
Knox of Scotland perhaps did a great deal to create a hatred 
of Episcopalians and Catholics in Scotland. We might call attention to the fact that at the probable time of 
Richard Ramsey's early life, Methodism was just beginning 
to spread its influence in America. John and Charles Wes- 
ley and Geo. Whitfield, began Methodism in Georgia about 
1735. The Methodist Church being first organized several 
years later. I might mention here that John Wesley never 
separated himself from the Church of England. He only 
organized societies for more holy living inside the church. 
He saw there was too much ungodly living by members of 
the Church of England. It is said that Wesley was strong- 
ly against slavery while Whitfield favored it. 

We might mention also that Richard Ramsey was living 
when Washington made his famous trip to the French forts 
on the Allegheny River. Also when Ft. Duquesne was built 
where Pittsburg now stands. 1 wish to add that in com- 
pany with Ira Ramsey and his wile I visited old Fort Du- 
quesne in 1922. It still stands as rebuilt by the English 
when the French were driven away by General Forbes led 
by Geo. Washington about 1759. It stands on low ground very close to the junction of the Allegheny and Mononga- hela Rivers. 
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As well as I remember it is octagonal in shape. It is built 
of stone to about 5 feet, then a layer of logs with port holes 
through them. Then extended to a second story with like 
arrangement. I did not think at the time but from my 
recollection it is not more than 25 or 30 feet in diameter. 
There was a woman staying in the fort and selling souve- 
nirs such as knives, books and other things. 

When I think that my great-grandfather was perhaps a 
boy or young man at that time it seems to bring the events 
mentioned in history of the French and Indian war very 
much nearer and more real. When I consider that my 
grand-parents were living when these United States were 
formed into a union, it reminds me that we as a nation are 
in infancy as compared to a great many other nations. I 
wonder sometimes whether we have reached our zenith of 
prosperity and moral and religious standing. Nations who 
forsake God have a curse pronounced against them. It took 
a wonderful destruction of property, an alarming loss of 
lives, and untold amount of suffering, sorrow and distress 
and almost rending of our nation to get rid of the curse of 
slavery. It took a world War, the greatest War in the his- 
tory of nations attended by all suffering possible to con- 
ceive of, attended by the most heart-rending separations 
of sons from parents, sisters, and near friends, separations 
never to be united in this world, with all the after war 
bleeding hearts and physical disabilities of the maimed, 
blind and diseased soldiers and orphans and widows beyond 
our capacity to describe or conceive. All this to hasten the 
outlawing of the worst evil that ever existed in our nation, 
the legalized liquor traffic. 

Now it is up torus to advance civilization and ward off 
any repetition of such disasters by following the One who 
brought the only panacea for all our troubles, Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. 

When I consider the inroads that modernism has made 
in our great Church organizations and the skepticism of 
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the divinity of the Holy Biblethe kind of teaching that 
is done in our Colleges, Church Colleges as well as State, 
and the neglect of Bible knowledge and the attention given 
to football and other athletic games, the crowds that gath- 
er to the games on Sunday, it makes me tremble for my 
Country, for the rising generation and generations yet un- 
born. 

In a certain small but prosperous city I attended church 
service in the three leading churches of that city on Sun- 
day. That afternoon there was a baseball game near by. 
There were far more persons attended the baseball game 
than were hi attendance at the three Churches. The ad- 
mission to the ball game was one dollar. They took iii 
more than twice as much money at the ball game than was 
collected at the three church services. 

This moriUzing has gone further than I expected. But 
one more instance please. 

In 1922, I attended a football game at Morgantown our 
State University City. There were 12000 tickets sold at 

2.50 each, totalling $30,000.00. It was my first attend- 
ance at a big game of that kind. Several persons asked me 
how I liked football. Well, I answered that I preferred a 
Spanish bull-fight, as I would rather see bulls gore each 
other than to see men knocked down and carried off the 
ground. Now I may be regarded as old fashioned and moss- 
backed, I confess I am old fashioned enough to believe the 
Bible story of the Creation of man and the Virgin birth of 
Christ with the sermon on the Mount and the 28 Chapters 
of Matthew. 

omew ey d 

Contrary to most of our ideals of Bartholomew Ramsey, 
he was once a baby at his mother's breast, the pride of a 
fond mother. His mother observed the first time he ever 
said da-a or mam-mam, and tried to interpret what it meant 
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in baby language. When he was able to sit alone she was 
pleased and talked to him in baby lauguage. She was highly 
elated when his first little white tooth appeared through his 
gum. She would hold him up when he was perhaps about 
nine or ten months old and try to get him to make a step 
without help. When he fell on the floor she picked him up 
and kissed him. He was the sweetest little boy in her esti- 
mation that ever lived. When he was three years old she 
took an old pair of linen breeches and made him his first 
pair. At four years of age his mother was anxious for his 
father to return from the Revolutionary War that he might 
see how his boy had grown. When his father came there 
was great rejoicing. Bartholomew was taught to observe 
the Sabbath arid attend church. His parents taught him to 
be honest and industrious. They were not able to give him 
even a common school education, but what was better they 
told him there is a God who created all things and holds 
man to account for his actions here. They taught him the 
Ten Commandments, not word for word as Moses re- 
ceived them, hut in a concrete way. They did not allow 
him to swear or profane the name of God. They gave him 
practical ]essons in the Fifth Commandment. They told 
him there is a heaven for the righteous and a hell for the 
wicked. These visions made life-time impressions on his 
mind. My parents told me that grandfather would quit 
work on a week day to go to preaching or prayer meeting. 

His strict observance of the Sabbath is illustrated by an 
incident related by my father. One Sunday there was 
preaching at Grandfather Ramsey's. While preaching was 
going on, one of the boys found there was a bear after the 
hogs. He got one of the other boys to slip the gun out at 
the window and the two boys took the gun and dogs and 
after quite a chase and some danger to the boys, managed 
to kill the bear. They were fearful that they would get a 
whipping; but as they got the bear and saved the hogs, 

let them off easy. 
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When he was a boy he used to have a little wagon with 
wheels made of blocks sawed off a gum log, gum so they 
would not split easily. He had a sled made from two clap- 
boards sloped at the ends for runners. Some one is now 
skeptical enough to ask me bow I know this. Well if there 
is any one of his grandsons who never had a wagon with 
gum wheels oi a sled made of boards, HOLD UP YOUR 
HANDS! Well, I do not see any hands up. 

You know we are expected to exercise faith instead of 
sight at times. He was a boy and unless he had boyish ways 
and boys playthings he would not have "grown in wisdom 
and stature and in favoì with God and man." 

Grandfather Ramsey was a man of sterling character. 
He was brave and adventuresome but considerate in his 
ways. He was honest and economica], industrious, but un- 
hasty. Grandfather left impressions of faith in God and 
honesty of purpose on his children to such an extent that I 
have never known one of his own sons, daughters or grand- 
sons or granddaughters, to doubt for a moment the exist- 
ence of God or doubt the propriety of living an honest life 
and expecting a future of rewards and punishments. 

His sons were, William Ramsey, born Nov. 30, 1800 and 
died April 17, 1880, and he is buried at Richmond Chapel 
burying ground near Leander. 

Isaac RamseyI have not the dates of his birth and 
death but think he was born in 1802. 

Richard Ramseyborn about 1805, died 1895. 
John W. Ramsey, born about 1807, died about 1893. 
Elizabeth Ramsey Legg, born Nov. 6, 1812, died Dec. 

11, 1902. 

James Riley Ramsey, born May 6, 1810, died Oct. 2, 
1887. 

Ludy Ramsey Neal, born about 1825, died 1885. 
Abner Ramsey, born 1816, died about 1906. 
Charles Ramsey, born about 1823, died 1843. 
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Bartholomew Ramsey was born about 1776 and died 1843. 
He was buried at the Crist graveyard but the exact spot 
seems to not be known. 

His wife, Margaret Wiseman Ramsey was born in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania in 1777 the year of the bloody sev- 
ens. 

The year 1777 was the most famous year of the Revolu- 
tion. The year that the battle of Saratogo was fought, one 
of the 15 decisive battles of the world. The battle of Sara- 
togo was the turning point of the Revolution. 

Grandmother Ramsey was a daughter of Isaac Wiseman 
as previously stated. Isaac Wiseman moved from Penn- 
sylvania to Rockingham County, Virginia, thence to Mon- 
roe County, now West Virginia. Grandmother Ramsey was 
married as before stated, to Bartholomew Ramsey about 
1799. She became blind several years before she died. She 
spent her last years with her daughter, Aunt Betty Legg, 
wife of William Legg. I do not know the exact date of her 
death but think it was about 1869. 

I do not know much about her, but remember seeing her 
as she walked about feeling her way while she lived at 
Uncle Bill Legg's. 

W. H. Ramsey, has obtained quite an addition to our 
previous knowledge of the Ramseys, by securing some old 
records from the County Clerk's office of Monroe County. 
From that we learn that Bartholomew Ramsey's father was 
Richard Ramsey. He obtained the Will of Richard Ram- 
sey, who mentions his children as follows: 

iGeorge, 2Bar tiioiomew, 3sohn, 4William, 5- 
Joel, 6Daniel, 7Betty Wikel, 8 Margaret Wiseman, 9- 
Jane Wiseman, 10Sarah Wiseman, ilMary Wiseman, 
12Betsy Rice. 

This shows there were twelve children, SiX sons and six 
daughters. Two of the sons, Bartholomew and Daniel mar- 
ried Wisemans, and four of the daughters married Wise- 
mans, making six of the twelve brothers and sisters marry- 
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ing Wisemans. Bartholomew married Margaret Wiseman 
as before stated and Daniel Ramsey married Elizabeth 
Wiseman a niece of Margaret Wiseman Ramsey. She was a daughter of Joseph Wiseman, a brother of Margaret Wise- 
man Ramsey 

Mary Ramsey married William Wiseman, brother of 
grandmother Margaret Wiseman, and mother of Ward 
Wisernan. I now stand corrected on Ward Wiseman's age 
at death. He was 92 or 93, and his mother was Mary Ramsey instead of Sarah as I stated in my second paper. I 
do not know the names of the Wisernans that the other 
three Ramsey sisters married, but think one was Owen 
Wiseman; I hope to find out yet. 

Richard Ramsey, father of Bartholomew Ramsey, came 
from Botetourt County, Virginia, to Monroe County, 1797, 
and bought 192 acres of land from Philip Cooper. He died 
in 1824. 

Bartholomew Ramsey deeded his land in Monroe Coun- 
ty to Ralph Clark in 1820, the year that he came to Nicho- 
las County now Fayette. I shall have more to say of these 
IRamseys later. 

Some one may be curious to know why the Ramsey Re- 
union was changed to Ramsey-Legg Reunion. Well, 1, 
John W. Ramsey married Ruth Legg; 2, J. Riley Ramsey married Jane Legg; 3, Elizabeth (Betty) Ramsey married 
William Legg; 4, Agnes Ramsey married Thomas Legg; 5, Eda Ramsey married Andy Legg; 6, Samuel Ramsey mar- 
ried Mary Legg; 7, J. Reed Ramsey married Elisa Legg. 
and C. Fisk Ramsey married Mamie Legg. 9, Riley Neal 
(half Ramsey), married Susan Legg; 10, Margaret Neai, 
(half Ramsey), married Vott Legg; 11, Harvey Crook- 
shanks (half Ramsey) married Jennie Legg; 12, Caroline 
Crookshanks (half Ramsey) married Hazel Legg. There 
are others, but this will suffice. 

I appreciate the Lincoln County paper making state- 
ments about Allen Ramsey's folks. Also I appreciate cor- 
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rections of my statements by W. V. Ramsey and A. J. 
Legg. 

I thank any one for any information that he or she can 
furnish me about the Ramseys. 

Wallace C. Ramsey's War Experience 

My plan of writing the Ramsey history was to take the 
oldest first. That is take up Bartholomew Ramsey and his 
brothers and sisters each separately. While waiting to get 
some additional facts I think it better to dispose of matter 
on hands. 

It has now been sixty (60) years since the Civil War 
closed. No person much younger than myself can remem- 
ber events of the Civil War. My father and all my broth- 
ers were so connected with the war that they felt seriously 
its effects. Even my next oldest brother was a prisoner for 
a short period of time being only about twelve or thirteen 
years of age. I speak of Jake Ramsey. The rebels took him 
on suspicion that he was carrying a message. But they 
failed to get anything from him, and turned him loose. He 
always had the faculty of keeping his mouth shut when 
necessary. He was captured while going along a path 
leading from my fathers to my brother Addison Ramsey's 
place. The exact spot is near where the road now crosses 
the small branch running from Robert Ramsey's (Blind 
Robert) spring to the creek and neai the corner of the 
rocky field belonging to said Robert Ramsey. As he came 
along the path there were some rebels standing by a spruce 
tree by the side of the road. They did not hold him but 
perhaps an hour. 

My brother Jake, was not easily intimidated and was 
truthfu' and discreet in what he said. 

I shall now proceed to give the experience of my next 
oldest brother, Wallace Cromwell Ramsey, named for a 
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Scottish Chief. My lather had a book called "Scottish 
Chief's" from which he got the name Wallace, and of course 
Cromwell came from the English Commoner, Cromwell. 

W. C. Ramsey was born May 4, 1843. So when the war 
came up he was about 18 years of age and would be old 
enough to be drafted. Some of the Ramseys staid out of 
the war by not taking sides either way. That was not the 
tactics practiced by my father and at least a part of my 
brothers, especially my father, my brother Nicholas who 
was killed and Wallace. They had a very decided way of 
expressing convictions. My father and some of his Sons 
voted against Secession and as the majority of persons here 
were for secession they incurred the enmity of many per- 
sons. I asked Wallace Ramsey to write the facts connected 
with some skirmishes in the war. So I shall let him tell 
it as follows: 

"Well, as to the questions you asked me, I will answer 
as far as my memory can do so. Well to commence with, 
the Hawkins school was along about 1855 or 6, to the best 
of my recollection." This school was the one taught by 
Tom Hawkins about mile North of the present Ramsey 
school and where a reunion of the old pupils was held in 
1912. There were present at the reunion, W. C. Ramsey, 
John H. Morrison, George R. Huifman, Jacob W. O'Dell, 
Tobias O'Dell, A. J. McClung and perhaps others of the old 
school pupils perhaps all (lead flOW except A. J. McClung 
and W. C. Ramsey. 

As to the skirmish I was in in Fayette County, a part of 
ouI' Company had been to Gauley Bridge foi' rations. I was 
driving an ox-team and Cousin Mary Legg (Uncle Bill Legg's 
daughter, who married Wesley Farr) met us out on the 
Saturday Road and told us there were sixty rebels watching 
for us. So we went on. Some of the boys wanted to leave 
the road and go some other way; but I told them I was 
going on until we were shot at. John F. Dorsey had com- 
mand of the squad." (He was Lieutenant in Capt. J. R. 
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Ramsey's Company). "So we went on. Steve Eads was 
with us. He was not a soldier, so he said he would go on 
ahead of us. As he got to the top of the Dogwood Ridge, 
(this was not the main Dogwood Ridge, but a prong of the 
ridge, Osborne ridge) they shot at him, and that let us 
know where they were. So we stopped at the foot of the 
ridge, left the wagon there with Ward Wiseman and Uncle 
Bill Legg, and the rest of us went on around through the 
woods and came in behind them. But they saw us first and 
fired at us killing Austin Eads and cutting me on the left 
shoulder. Did not hurt much but tore a big hole in my 
shirt. So we skipped. In place of sixty there were only 
ten rebels there. The rest of them were over in the Wil- 
derness. They were the ones that father and the other 
boys were fighting at the old shop and Collison's Creek. The 
names of the ones at Collison Creek were father (J. R. 
Ramsey) Addison and Reed Ramsey, Allen Berry, and I 
think Hosca Fi.tswater. There were 8 that fought at the 
shop but only 5 or 6 at the other place" (Collison Creek 
Bridge) (Uncle Hiram Pierson gave out and stopped at the 
Sulphur Spring). 

"These were the same rebels that came in on \Vesley 
Ramsey and shot him. All of these skirmishes included 
the 60 rebels on the scout. I do not know who the rebel 
commander was." [James Walker was wounded at the 
Collison Creek bridge and an other rebel slightly wounded. 
Walker was shot in the leg and the other rebel cut across 
the wuist.Capt. J. J. Haistead was with the rebels at the 
shop fight. I have more to say about the fight later. I 
was present.J. C.,.R.1 

"I don't know much about the surrender of the fort at 
Cross Lanes as I was not there. Addison Ramsey (First 
Lieutenant under Capt. Ramsey) was in command. He 
did not want to surrender, but the rest thought it best to 
give up. That was in August, 1864. There were 18 taken 
prisoners. I can't remember all the names, and only 6 got 
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back alive. These were Add Ramsey, John Dorsey, Hiram 
Pierson, Louis Halfpenny, Wesly Chapman, Him (he) and 
John Dorsey got out of prison at Salisbury, N. C., and carne 
through most of the way in the night." (They hid through 
the day and at night would stop into negro shanties and beg 
something to eat. I have heard John Dorsey say they had 
nothing to eat for four days but a few persimmons. They 
came through Tennessee and Kentucky to Cincinnati, and 
came up the Ohio River on a steam-boat and walked on 
home. They were treated very cruelly while in prison, al- 
most starved. Sickness, exposure and starvation caused 
most of them to die. They dug a hole under the floor of the 
prison and tunnelled out, coming outside the prison walL- 
J. C. R.) 

"That raid in Greenbrier, I was not along, but they got 
about 25 horses, but the rebs got after them and got most 
of the horses back. While I was in the company we made a 
scout up about Hominy Falls and we got 15 horses from 
Captain Pollick. \Ve caught them in pasture while the 
rebs were aisleep. There were 11 of us, father and five of 
his boys." (Add, Cass, Reed, Wesley and Wallace) "The 
rest as far as I can remember were Bill Hawkins, Dave and 
Harve £rookshanks. I can't recall the other names now." 
(I think Sam Ramsey was along). That was in the summer 
of 1863. 

Those two men that were killed on Sewell were Andy 
Cavendish and a Crane boy. We were watching the road 
and they came along. We halted them and they stopped. 
We told them to throw down their aims and they should 
not be hurt. They threw down their guns and started to 
run and they were both killed before they went more than 
five steps. They were dead before we got to them." (They 
were carried into a school house and their friends notified.) 
"I can't say who was in command when father's property 
was taken" (I have more to say about that later) "Well, the 
first time Add (Ramsey) was taken prisoner as a citizen 
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was in August 1861. He was taken to Richmond and put 
in Libby Prison. He got back sometirre that winter fol- 
lowing. When he, (Acid) was taken in the fort in Aug. 
1864, he was in Salisbury awhile, then they moved him to 
Danville, Va. He was exchanged about March 1865" (Fath- 
er met him in Wheeling, I think unexpected.) 

"Well, now about myself, I came to Ohio in December, 
1863, and went to school two months that winter and 
farmed the next summer. Got married March 30, 1865, 
and lived in Ohio ever siúce, only what time T visited in 
W. Va. I drove through by land about 18 or 20 times, and 
had ]ots of fun, and as old as I am now, I would enoy an- 
other trip with a team, but my wife won't let me." "Maybe 
another thing you don't remember as it was before you 
were born, we moved from Fayette to Wilderness the 10th 
of March, 1851, in the woods among the rattlesnakes and 
bears and wild cats and coons. I guess I am the only one 
left now that knows anything about this matter. I may 
not be correct in all but I think I am, to the best of my 
recollection. 

"Well there were a few things I forgot. When the rebels 
surprised us at Leftnidge Bails's on McKee's Creek and run 
us off, I ran 450 yards and them shooting at me every step 
but did not hit any of us, but about run the wind out of me. 
They caught Ward Wiseman and Henry Backus, but did not 
take them very far till they let them come back. That was 
in October, 1863, 

In the fall of 1862, father. Ward Wiseman, Bill Hawkins 
and Hosea Fitzwaier, and myself were over on the Panther 
Mountain and we met this same Mary Legg that met us in 
Fayette. She told us there were 4 rebs at Old Betsey 
Groses taking their horses. So we picked our place to 
watch for them. They soon came along and we flied on 
them, '.vouncled two or three of them. The five of us gave 
them eight shots. That was my first shot at rebels. Then 
up at Old Gilgal Church we shot at a gang of Cavalry, but 
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did not hurt any of them. I think that was Fall of 1862. 
So I think that is all." 

I have given this almost word for word as brother Wal- 
lace wrote it to me, now and then using an explanatory re- 
mark. He is now past 82 years of age and no doubt this 
called foi much energy and effort on his part. I am glad 
we got it and hope he will read it, and that we shall ap- 
preciate his writing it up for us. So far as I know he is the 
oldest Ramsey now living. I have his story in his own 
handwriting and I value it highly. I have a true bear story 
to tell some of these days by an eye witness. It is exciting 
and very interesting. 

W. C. Ramsey's Recollections 

Once before I gave W. C. Ramsey's letter to you. It was 
his War Experience. Now give some of his early recollec- 
tions. The following is his letter to me in answer to my 
request for his early recollections. I give it in full with o 
apology. 

Pataskala, Ohio, May 1926. 

My Earliest Recollections, Also Some Later. 
I was born May 4, 1843, in a log house on the farm now 

known as the Robert Crist farm in Fayette County in 
the neighborhood of Leander P. 0. The first of my recol- 
lections was one day mother told nie if i would wear my 
apron, I might go with her to Aunt Becky Hull's. So I 
went and I remember seeing Aunt Becky's two little girls 
out iii the yard. They were the first children I remember 
seeing and Becky was the first woman I have any recollec- 
tion of. I was about 3 years old. She was a daughter of 
Jacob Koontz. He was a tanner and lived on the road to 
Carnefix Ferry at the mouth of Meadow River. 
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Then our neighbors that I remember were George Hull, 
Joe Hull, Nicholas Hawkins, William Ryan, James Neal. 
The Neal and Ryan boys were our play-mates. Lige Neal 
was about my age. Mother and I went to visit their homes. 
Also Grandmother Ramsey's. She lived then where Loyd 
Ramsey now lives. It was always a treat for me to go to 
Granny Ramsey's. 

A little later when I was probably six years old, William 
Ryan took a notion to teach a school in a little log house 
known as the Crocket House near where Richmond Chapel 
now stands. Father signed five scholars and a half. I was 
the half scholar. I was scared pretty bad for I expected to 
get whipped every day. So Mr. Ryan was a good penman 
and he came to our house one day and printed my name on 
a slip of papel' and flowered it all up nice. So that made 
me feel like he was a friend and I went to school all I could 
for two months. 

When the snow was too deep for me the other boys would 
carry me. I commenced in the. A. B. C's and got so I could 
spell over as far as "Baker" in the old Elementary Spell- 
ing book. So that was my first schoDling. 

Old Uncle Sam Shawver would come to our house and stay 
all night. He walked with two canes. He was very old 
then I thought. He gave me the first money I ever had. 
That was a four pence, 6',c piece, of silver. I don't re- 

member just where he lived then. 
I remember John McGuffins lived on the farm a part of 

it owned by Pete Hawkin's wife now. Well Father had 
some wheat on his place and thrashed in his barn and left 
the straw foi' a whul. When he went after it he could not 
find any. So he asked Press, one of the boys, where the 
straw was. He said they had fed it out. But the other boy 
said, "You know that is a lie. The chickens ate it up." That 
was the end of the straw. Another thing that was funny, 
brother Cass and I went to stay all night with Grandfather 
Legg. They lived then in the Crocket house and Uncle Sam 
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Legg went home with us. Sam Martin was shantying and 
clearing out a place to move to joining our place. The boys 
said he had some maple sugar in the shanty. They planned 
to get some of it. Cass was to go down where the men 
were at work and get the boys to jumping and Sam Legg 
was to go to the cabin and get some of the sugar. Of course 
i had nothing to do with it except to eat some of the sugar. 
Well after a while it got out that some one had stolen Sani 
Martin's sugar. I was down at Uncle Bill Leggs, and I had 
the hiccough. Charley Legg thought he would scare them 
out of me. So he said "Wallace, Uncle Riley is going to 
whip you,' I said, "What for?" He said "For stealing Sam 
Martin's sugar." I said, "It wasn't me. It was Cass and 
Sam Legg." So I had no more hiccoughs. 

Now this takes me up to about 8 yeats old. Then on the 
10th of March 1851 we moved to the Wilderness. Then 
other things happened. We moved into the woods. I had 
to form new neighbor boy playmates. They were Nick 
Wiseman and his sister Becky and John Morrison and 
others. 

We went to church at Ward Wiseman's. Brother Vaughn ws our preacher. Then later the men of oui neighborhood 
took a notion to build a school house. That was the \Val- 
nut Spring school house. (Near W. R. Jones' Sulphur 
Spring. J. C. R.) Tom Hawkins taught two winters that 
I went. Two months one winter and three months the next 
winter. So that was where I got my education. We would 
hike out about day light with a corn dodger arid some spare 
ribs or a piece of venison and a cold buckwheat cake. Ask 
Jud McClung what he remembers about the school. 

I would like to tell all the scholars' names if it did not 
take so much space. One thing i forgot to write about my 
Fayette experience. That was when Brother Harrison 
died. I was not quite 3 years old. I remember when they 
came with the coffin and took him away. I did not go to 
the grave yard with the rest. I remember Page Ryan 
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made the coffin. He was the oldest son of Wm. Ryan. The 
Ryan boys were Page, James, Bill, Thomas and Ned. One 
of the girls married Jess Hundley. I and some one of my 
brotheis were passing by and went in and saw them mar- 
ried. The next couple that I saw married was Henderson 
Ramsey and Jennie Ryan. And the next was W. C. Ramsey 
and Martha Watts. That was 61 years ago and we are still 
married. 

Now to return to the wilderness. We had Sunday School 
in the school house and I learned to read in the testament 
at Sunday School. So the second winter I read in the Sec- 
ond Reader. I caught a wild cat and sold the skin and 
bought me a Second Reader. (He caught the wild cat near 
the Jennie Ramsey place. J. C. R.) Well those days were 
some of my happiest days. But i have had lots of happy 
days since and still have happy times. I remember we 
would clear out a field every year and raise corn, wheat and 
buckwheat and thrash with the flail or tramp the wheat out 
with horses and clean it with a sheet. But along about 1857 
or 8, father and James McClung took a notion to get a 
thrashing machine to thrash the crop. So they went away 
over towards Vandalia, now Fayetteville, and got Anthony 
Rule to come over to thrash two jobs. They hauled the ma- 
chine over and back. Rule had a little machine that he 
made. Four men could pick it up and set it on a wagon. 
Four horses could run it, but it did the work pretty good. 
Father bought the first wind-mill that was in that neigh- 
boi'hood and it went around with the thrashing machine 
after that foi' the neighbors until the var, then the rebels 
took it. Father also had the first steel hay pitchfork that 
was in that neighborhood. 

When the war came we were al] torn up and my life wa 
changed then to some extent. Brother Nick was killed and 
I had to leave home. The most of' my playmates were 
rebels and I had to form new friends, and I found lots of 
good ones and still have many good friends. T think some 
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of the best people in the world. In the summer of 1862 I 
carried the mail foi' U. S. on the old Midland Trail from 
Sunday Road to the foot of Sewell Mountain for three 
months. 

Then that Fall I went in father's company. I served one 
year then went to Ohio and farmed one year and went to 
school two months. Then got married and kept on farming 
and built myself a home and lived on it 50 years. Sold out, 
nioved to Licking County, Ohio, twenty miles east of Co- 
lumbus. I have a nice home on the Old National Pike. I 
have two Sons living close to us and am happy. I enjoy 
pretty good health. I am now 83 years old and when I 
think over my life, while I have had a pretty hard life 
struggle to make both ends meet, when it is all summed up 
1 have had more flowers than thorns on my way. 

I have belonged to the church 62 years and have seen all 
my family in the church. I am happy on the way and ex- 
pect to go on to the end of the race. Have not done much 
for Christ, but have tried to do some little things, and 
know it can't be long till I shall have to quit this life and 
go on to the other world to meet my many friends that 
have gone on before. 

W. H. Ramsey said of me, that Wallace Ramsey had en- 
joyed life as well or better than any one else. I have, and 
still expect to enjoy life as long as I am here on earth and 
expect to enjoy my future home through all eternity. I 
do not know how long the Lord wants me to stay here, but 
when he gets ready for nie I want to be ready to go. 

W. C. RAMSEY. 

The above is almost verbatim as W. C. Ramsey wrote it. 
Soon we shall have no more written accounts by the old 
men, such as W. C. Ramsey and J. W. Blizzard. 

Let us appreciate what they write. 
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Will of Richard Ramsey 

WILL BOOK 

No. 2 page 227 

I, Richard Ramsey of Morreae County and State of Vir- 
ginia do hearby make this my last Will and Testament in 
manner and form as following, that is to say, first I devise 
that all my just debts and funeral expenses be paid, second- 
]y, that my wife, Elisabeth Ramsey have my plantatation 
ware I now live d.uringe hur natural life and Cow and one 
bead and after her decese the land above mentioned is to be 
sold and the money equily divided, between my six suns, 
George Bartholamew, John, William, Joel & Daniel, thirdly, 
I give to my daughter Letty Wikel, five dollars, fourthly, I 
give to my daughter Margaret Wiseman forty five dollars, 
fifthly, I give to my daughter Jane Wiseman, fourty five 
dollars, sixthly, I give to my daughter Sarah Wiseman, 
fouit hi y five dollars, seventhly, I give to my daughter Mary 
Wiseman two dollars to kur and hur ariz eighiy I give to 
my daughter Betsy Rice f ori y five dollars, ninthly, I give to 
my above named .sunz forth five dollars, each, to be paid out 
of my percin«l estate. II do hereby costitute and appoint my 
friend John Clark Execvter of this my last will and Teste- 
nwnt hecrby revoking all other Wills or Testaments by me 
heartof ore made, lin Witness whereof have hereunto set my 
hand, affixed my seal this Thirtyeth day April one Thousand 
Eigh Hunderd and twenty four. 

his 
RICHARD X RAMSEY (Seal) 

mark 

Sealed signed published and delivered as and for the Will 
and Testament of the above named Richard Ramsey, in 
pres(&nts of Joel Rife, Wrn. Milhollin, John X Slagle. 

his mark 
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MONROE COUNTY JULY 31st 1824 

In obediance to an order of the Court of said County we 
the subscribers have appraised the Estate of Richard Ram- 
sey deed being qualified as the law directs- 

Dollars Cents 
One Bead and furniture 45.00 
One bead and firniture and bead stead 20.00 
One large uven and lid 1.25 
One pot and hucks 1.25 
One small uven and hucks 1.25 
One frying pan 1.00 
One pot & balI 1.25 
One Cettle and Hooks 4.25 
One pare of hand irons pot rack shovel and pokes 3.50 
Sundry peaces of puter 7.00 
Seven tin cups .58 
Two pails and cooler .871/2 
to cups and sawsers 
two coffee pots 
one huckle 

.50 

1.50 
One crock and plat iron .25 
One churb and half bushel 1.67 
One hand saw 1.00 
One pare of Stelyards 2.00 
One mans saddle 9.50 
One spinning wheel 3.00 
three sifters 1.00 
to sundry Books 2.00 
One rifle gun 4.00 
One shot gun and pouch 1.50 
four chains 1.25 
sheep sheers and bee wax .75 
One set fives and forks and butch nife .75 
four small axes 1.50 
two hows and Mattiak 1.75 
three sugurs 1.00 
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One lock chain 1.50 
One drawing nife brandey iron and chisel .63 
One frani from wedg and footidg 2.25 
One set of double trees and haning 1.50 
One set of coopering trools 1.50 
two syhes and one pare han.qin .50 
one cross cut saw 1.50 
One carshue plan 2.00 
One shovel plow .50 
One collar & bell .50 
One cuter box nife and steel 1.00 
five heci of hogs 6.25 
to ninety nine pounds of b«ken 8.00 
to two been stans - 3.50 
One cow and calf 10.00 
One heifer 6.00 
One black cow 8.00 
One calf 1.00 
two barrels .67 
One barrel and Rye 1.75 
to sautt and gum 4.00 
to packsadles & har geargs .75 
two three peaces of $oal tether 3.00 
to three oalds barrels .50 
to a quantity of tobacco 2.00 
to a small quantity of flour 1.50 
to two stacks Rye 6.50 
to corn in the field 5.00 
to oats in the field 4.00 
to one talbe .25 
to one five quarter atqur .50 
to one Diei- skin 75 
to sheu maker tools .75 
One note on Joel Ramsey principle 37,12 
Interest on same 4.03 
One Note on Isaac Wiseman Jr. principle 42.00 
interest on same 11.35 
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One Note on Isaac Wiseman Jr. principle 9,50 
Interest ori same 1.95 
One note on Isaac Wiseman, Sen. principle 15.00 
Interest on same 4.65 
One note on Owen Wiseman, principle 26.371/s 
Interest on saine 6.32 
One Note on Daniel Ramsey principle 27.69 
Interest on same 7.70 
One Note ou Thomas Boggas principle 1.00 
Interest on same .36 
One Note on David Rife Sen. principle 30.00 
Interest on same 10.80 
One note on David Rife sen. principle 10.00 
Interest on same 3,15 
One note on William Wiseman principle 14.25 
Enterest on same 6.31 
One note on Thomas Chapman principle 13.371,i 
Interest on same 4.30 
One note on Joel Rife principle 5.50 
One note on Robert Patton principle 11.00 
Interest on same .66 
One note on James Rice principle 8.50 
Interest on saine 4.77 
On account against George Wykle 2.00 
On account against Isaac Ward Wiseman 1.00 
Cash on hands 47.82 

Sam Clark 
John Hank 
Joel Rife 

Appraisers John Clark, Executor 

At Monroe July Court 1826 

This appraisement of the estate of Richard Ramsey dee'd 
was presented in Court and ordered to be recorded 

A Copy Teste: ISAAC HUTCHISON, C. M. C. 
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The Shop Fight 

Kessler's Cross Lanes, W. Va. 
Dec. 12, 12 

J. C. Ramsey: 
Dear Sir: 

Yours of Dec. 1, rec'd and contents noted. Captain Sand- 
ers was in command at the fight at the shop. I was ordered 
to come up on the South East side of the shop, but looked 
over the ground and thought that Captain Dan Heifner would 
cover that part of the woods as he came down from White's 
place. I took my company and went straight to Captain 
Ramsey's shop and met Captain Sanders Company at the 
shop. Just as I got to the shop Cap't. Ramsey and his men 
just across the fence on the East side in the woods opened 
fire on my men, and Cap't. Sanders' men give back behind 
the shop. But Capt. Sanders ordered up and we charged 
Capt. Ramsey and his men and they took to the woods. 

How Capt. Ramsey missed me and Capt. Sanders I never 
could tell, the shop door was full of bullet holes; but you may 
bet we were not standing still. 

Capt. Ramsey was guessing a little closer than I would 
like him to. The bullets were whistling around my head. 
When we routed him we started to the mouth of Meadow 
River. We went down by the Collison Creek bridge. James 
Walker and I were in front of the command. Capt. Ramsey 
had flanked us and got up on the cliff and opened fire on us, 
they shot James Walker in the leg; (one other rebel was 
slightly wounded JCR) We charged them and put them to 
the woods again. 

Then we went on across Meadow River into Fayette and 
back to our command. I am in my 89 year since 29th day 
of October 1925. 

In October (1863) I was ordered to go on the Wilderness 
Road above the White house and not let any one pass, was 
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ordered by the Colonel of the 14th Cavalry. I had three 
men with me, George Haistead, William Gwinn, and.William 
McClung. I held every one that come down the road unti] 
very late in the evening, he (I suppose the Colonel) got 
drunk and sent his men down on Hominy Creek. I turned 
al] loose to go where they pleased. There was one colored 
woman in the crowd and she broke for Capt. Ramsey's Coni- 
pany (I expect this was Jemima Williams). 

I took my boys and went up the Hominy Creek road to big 
John Amick's widow (this was where Alfred Groves lives 
or near; J.C.R.). We put up there for the night. It was 
rainirg and the boys built a big fire and I lay down to take 
a nap. One of the women woke me up and I went to the 
window and saw the porch full of blue coats. Then I made 
for the outside door intending to shoot my way out. But as 
I opened the door Cap't. Ramsey was at the door and the 
room full of soldiers, So I handed my gun to Capt. Ramsey 
and surrendered to him. He took us to J. R. IvicCutcheon's 
and kept us till morning. (Capt. Ramsey took them to his 
own house the first night. I remember the next morning 
when my father, Capt. Ramsey, formed his men in line of 
march, Capt. Haistead picked up a stick for his gun and got 
in line with the Union Soldiers; J.C.R.) 

He, Capt. Ramsey appointed four soldiers to guard each 
of us to Charleston. When we came out of the house to 
start Dan McCoy wanted Capt. Ramsey to let him shoot me. 
He told Dan that he could not hurt a hair on me. I asked 
the Captain to let me have a gun and let us try our hands. 

When Capt. Ramsey bid me "good-bye" he wished me a 
safe trip to Charleston. I thanked him and told him if noth- 
ing happened I would see him in two weeks. 

The night of Nov. 6, 1863, William Gwinn and I dug a 
hole under the prison wall. The plank was sunk 2½ feet 
in the ground. We came out into the street. Gwinn went 
out first, I next, then George got fast in the hole, but I man- 
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aged to pu]] him out, but made him leave his boots as they 
made so much fuss. 

I know Cap't. Ramsey was as cunning as a red fox for I 
tried to pen him seven or eight times, but he would slip out 
and always got most of his men out with him. I know a 
good many things you will want in your history. 

Your true friend, 
J. J. HALSTEAP. 

I have copied Capt. Haisteads' letter almost ver itim. I 

went to see him and he has to use two pair of spectacles 
when he writes. I highly appreciate his writing this letter, 
for I know it cost him considerable effort. I hope to see him 
when I have time and have him tell me more about the war. 
As he says in his letter he is past 88 years of age; but I 
want to say that his mind seems clear as any young man's 
mind, especially on the war. 

He has written the account of the fight at my father's 
blacksmith shop. I was an eye witness to the fight, standing 
in the kitchen and looking out at the window. I was only 
5½ years of age, but it seems vivid to me now. In addition 
to what he has told I shall add a few items. 

When my father's men fired on the rebels, they called over 
and said "Is that you Capt. Sanders?" "Yes, is that you 
Capt. Heffner?" "Yes." "Well give us the countersign," 
All Berry, one of Capt. Ramsey's men said, "Poke your head 
around that shop and I'll give you a countersign." Then the 
shooting began again. As well as I remember Capt. Ramsey 
had 6 men and there vere 30 rebels. The Yankees had 3 or 
4 revolving 6 shooter rifles and Colts revolvers. The fight 
lasted long enough that Capt. Haisteaci came around to the 
old log smoke-house and shot at my father three times, as he 
could see him from there where he was hid behind a tree 
from the shop. 

Capt. Heffuer was three quaì'ters of a mile from them 
when the fight began. He had 20 men and they ran clown 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


IAMSEY FAMLY HISTORY 43 

from the fork of the road at Wrn. Whites and .got close to 
the Yankees before they saw them. Capt. Ramsey saw 
them just as they were squatting behind a large Chestnut 
log t0 shoot, and calling his men they dropped over a steep 
slope and ran off. They ran around to the South of our 
house and down to the Collison Creek Bridge, and waited for 
the rebels to corne. Then occurred the fight as Capt. Hal- 
stead has related. As Capt. Ramsey's men were running to 
beat the rebels to Collison Creek they stopped at a Sulphur 
Spring to get a drink and Uncle Hiram Pierson being fleshy 
gave out and staid there. So, as i have it only 5 of the 
Yankees were at the Bridge fight. 

The names of the Yankees at Collison Creek were Capt. 
J. R. Ramsey, Add Ramsey, J. Reed Ramsey, Allen Berry 
and Hosea Fitzwater. 

I wish to have this published now as I realize that the 
old soldiers will soon be past enjoying these events, or giving 
information to us younger people. 

Joseph Ramsey's Family 

Ramsey names seem to have been taken more from the 
Bible than from history of war heroes: John, James, Bar- 
tholomew, Isaac, Daniel, Sarah, Mary, Elizabeth, being re- 
peated generation after generation. 

Bartholomew Ramsey, my grandfather had a brother 
Danie' who married a daughter of Joseph Wiseman; Joseph 
Wiseman being the oldest brother of my grand mother 
Prisey whose maiden name was Margaret Wiseman. Jo- 
seph Wiseman was born 1759 in Berks County, Penn., and 
served in Revolution; was in Lee's Legion of Horse, was at 
Valley Forge and in the battles of White Plains, Cowpens, 
Guilford C. H. His wife was Susannah Manly. It appears 
also that he was married a second time and his 2nd wife's 
name was Elizabeth. He and his second wife died at his 
son Samuel Wiseman's. 
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Daniel Ramsey's wife was Elizabeth Wisernan. Their 
children were, Joseph W. Ramsey born Dec. 27, 1817; Rich- 
ard Ramsey born March 15; 1820; Edith Ramsey, born Dec. 
4, 1821; James Ramsey boni May 5, 1823; John Ramsey 
born Feb. 6, 1826; Elizabeth Ramsey born Nov. 12, 1829; 
William Ramsey, born Dec. 30, 1832. I copied these names 
and dates from an old Bible that originally belonged to 
Samuel Wiseman and Mary his wife. Samuel and Owen 
Wiseman were brothers of Daniel Ramsey's wife. Owen 
Wiseman's son R, C. Wiseman vas a preacher in the M. E. 
South Church and was once on Hominy Falls circuit about 
1878 and 1879. 

The only one of Daniel Ramseys children that I have re- 
liable knowledge of was Joseph W. Ramsey, who lived and 
died near Russellville, Fayette County, W. Va. He was the 
oldest son of Daniel Ramsey, who lived on Peters Mountain 
in Monroe County, W. Va. Joseph W. Ramsey's wife was 
Julia Ann Pyne. 

Joseph W. Ramsey died of pneumnia brought on by being 
hurt by a barn door falling on him. He died April 25, 1899. 
His wife Julia died July 4, 1913, of cancer having been born 
Dec. 10, 1825. Joseph W. Ramsey's children were as fol- 
lows: James W. Ramsey, born June 20, 1846; died March 
1920. He had four children. Their names are Moss, Henry, 
Taylor and Stella. His widow, Mrs. Annie Ramsey lives in 
Missouri, where her husband died. 

Parthenia Ramsey, born May 15, 1849 who married Henry 
Haynes and after his death married E. McPeak. She has 
no children. 

Martha born Feb. 3, 1853, who married C. N. Sampson. 
Her children are James, Albert, Annie, Vere, Emmet, Em- 
ma, Clara, Mary, Mabel. 

Edna, born March 7, 1858, who married Erastus Nitchell. 
Her children are: Mary, Lewis, Lawdon, Cora, Edgar, 
Bertha and George. 
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Henry L., born June 4th, 1865, who married Laura Walk- 
er, a daughter of James Walker, a prominent merchant at 
Russeilville, who has been dead some years. James Walker 
was a Confederate Soldier in the civil war and was wounded 
in the leg at the Collison McClung Bridge fight between 
Capt. J. R. Ramsey's squad and the Confederates 'Lindel' 

Capt. Saunders and Capt. Heifner. Henry Ramsey died 
when a young man perhaps about 28 years old. He left a 
widow and three children, Blanche, Vernia and Nina. 

I have a pleasant recollection of Henry Ramsey when he 
kept store at Mt. Lookout in the house now occupied by Gus 
Greaser. The Farmer's Alliance of which I was a member 
had a contract with him as merchant in which he was to 
sell goods at 12% profit on groceries and 20% on dry goods. 

The last time I saw him was at Clifftop in Dec., 1892. 
I wish to say here that the last time 1 saw Rev. J. W. 

Ramsey I heard him preach a funeral in Milton, W. Va., 
March, 1882. 

The youngest daughter of Joseph W. Ramsey in Sarah 
Elizabeth born Sept. 18, 1867. She first married Joseph 
Haynes who was killed in a car wreck, June 5, 1921. She 
afterward married A. P. Fleshman and lives on her fath- 
er's old place. She is spoken of as Aunt Betty and has a rep- 
utation of being pleasant and hospitable. Her children are 
Maud, Mamie, Julia, Henry, Annie, Elza, Clara, Clarence, 
Moss, Henry, Joseph and Flora. 

Not being personally acquainted with Joseph W. Ramsey, 
I asked Prof. B. H. White of Charleston to write his remi- 
niscense of his first school teaching, as he boarded at Jo- 
seph Ramsey's while teaching. 

The following is his answer to me: 
'Professor J. C. Ramsey, 

Mount Nebo, West Virginia. 
Dear Friend: 

You ask me to give you an account of my experience 
while teaching the Young School near Russeilville, touch- 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


46 RAMSEY FAMILY HSTORY 

ing on the life and character of Joseph Ramsey with whom 
1. boarded. Considering the lapse of time, the fact that I 
made no notes and that I was young, i fear I shall be un- 
able to do the theme justice. However, the effort may do 
me good ,and please youthis last justifies the effort. 

Turning over the leaves of the book of time, with its 
forty pages recording events with blot and blur, reminds 
me of a bundle of photographs recently removed from the 
bottom of my old trunk. Margins broken and crushed, 
features of dear ones long gone away dimmed by age and 
wear, stil] we treasure them for what they represent. 
Forty years ago, Sewell Mountain District, Fayette County, 
embraced all of what now includes Sewell Mountain and 
Quinnimont District, a vast territory extending from 
I3recken's Creek to Summers County. If this vast territory 
contained a school house with more than a single room 
with an old fashioned coal or wood stove, ten feet of the 
wall painted foi a blackboard and home made seats upon 
each of which five or six lusty mountaineer boys and girls 
sat, I do not recai]. By the last report from the State De- 
partment of Schools, I find about 140 schools in this terri- 
tory among which I find seventeen aie graded schools, some 
of which with three or four teachers. At that time travel 
was ]imited, because roads were few and very rough. The 
Midland Trail, a Class A Road running the full length of this territory wasn't dreamed of. Teacher's salaries were 
not large; neither were their expense accounts. My pay 
for the year 1885-86 was $35 a month with a board bill of 
$8 a month to be paid. This was better wages than most 
teachers of ruy grade received. 

Contrary to the custom of the day the Young School was 
located in a beautiful dell surrounded by pretty woods near 
the home of old Uncle Young from whom it took its ìiame. 
Uncle Young had a pretty good school of his own, being 
patriotic he named his girls either for states or cities of 
these States: Like Virginia. Georgia, Marietta and Texas. 
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He had two boys only but in speaking of them he'd say "Bill, 
Frank and the boys." Mr. Young liad a sense of humor and 
was fond of jesting about his sons-in-law. He said he had 
a thousand of them because as he said, one of them was 
"one" and the other three were "naughts." 

It is said Daniel Webster one time was driving a dis- 
tinguished speaker out in the country in Massachusetts; the 
barren bouldry land attracted his attention. Webster on be- 

ing asked what they raised in that poor soil said, "We raise 
men", straightening himself up to full height. This other- 
wise obscure country did its part toward raising men. Most 

communities know the P,00nes, Walkers, Haynes, Amicks, 
and Shawvers; many other prominent people haled from this 
territory. Uncle Joseph Ramsey's quiet restful home tucked 
away among pretty fruit and flower trees by the side of the 
road, was close to Iussellville, Fayette County. Mr. Rani- 

sey owned a typical West Virginia farm upon which he had 
toiled most of his long life having located there in his early 
youth. 

His family as I recall, consisted of a son, the Rev. ,Tames 

Ramsey, a daughter who married a Mr. Sampson and the 
youngest, a son Henry who was one year older than I at the 
time I made it my home. Mrs. Ramsey whose maiden name 
I do not recall liad with her at that time her niece from Mon- 
roe County the country from which they all came originally. 
Their home was a model of simplicity and neatness. Not 
many books or papers but the well worn Bible was always 
close at hand. Mi'. Ramsey having descended from a gener- 
ation of pioneers who did things, was rather taciturn. He 
was a devout church man of the Methodist persuasion. Very 
unusually for Ramseys he did not train with the M. E. 
Church, "North of God" but the M. E. Church "South of 
God." Hence, you would hastily conclude Uncle Joe to be 
a democrat. Incidentally, it is regretable that the Methodists 
could not be so "scrambled" as to let these misnomener term 
as "South" and "North" atrophy. Let that be as it will, you 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


4 RAMSEY FAMLY HISTORY 

guessed right: Uncle Joe was a staunch Democratas my 
father would say "A Democrat dyed in the 'vool." Admit- 
ting that I occasionally would take the side of "protection 
for infant industries" against Uncle Joe, still we never al- 
lowed ourselves to become boisterous and on leaving we 
parted on the best of terms. 

Admitting that the saying, "Men like fruit become 'soft 
before it falls off" is true, I oft times feel sad when I think 
that grass has been growing over the graves of these good 
people for years and I never had a chance to return to see 
them. 

s my mind flashes back to those happy days, a few little 
incident recur to me. On returning from school on day, 
Mrs. Ramsey and her niece invited Henry and me aside and 
broke the news to us that some certain person in the com- 
munity had "witched" the cowsthe butter wouldn't gather. 
Uncle Joe poo pooed it but Henry and i ever ready for new 
and startling things, volunteered to get the young peach 
tree sprouts with which to whip the witches in the milk to 
death. Having done this the butter gathered nicely. I of- 
fered the suggestion that witches could be killed by feeding 
the cows good Kanawha salt. 

Most everybody in the rural community know the strange 
new teacher before he becomes acquainted with them. Soon 
after I entered this community, on Saturday, T went to the 
Post office at Russeliville where Uncle Jim Walker kept it 
along with a general store. Said Mr. Walker to me: "School 
teacher" you are just the fellow I need. Take this pen and 
copy the names of the people who receive mail here." Having 
copied faithfully awhile I observed that most of the people 
bore the name of "Flaynes." I called Mr. Walker's attention 
to this and instantly a tall, good-natured looking man en- 
tered the door. I said "How do you do Mr. Haynes ?" He 
ran up reaching out his hand calling me by my name. Mr. 
Walker observing my actual surprise and embarrassment 
tumbled over on some dry goods and laughed heartily. 
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Reverend Sam Black an accentric circuit ridei' made Mr. 
Ramsey's home his stopping place when he came to "fill his 
appointment." I had not been long there till Mr. Black 
came. He was "hard boiled" and claimed to be bitterly op- 
posed to the "free schools." Now I was not sure that he was 
really opposed to the schools, but in as much as the State of 
West Virginia, had seen fit to elevate a roust about of the 
coal mine to the position of school teacher I felt called to 
take exceptions to one of his premises. After he learned 
that I was the teacher of the "plebeian free" school, he 
eyed me with vengeance, and said something like this: 
"Well!! you the school teacher? After these twenty years 
of free school, I find people within sight of the school houses 
unable to read their own name in print. The system won't 
work. It's a failure." With much fear and embarrassment 
I rallied all the courage at my command, and replied: "Rev- 
erend, I obect to your judging a whole system by isolated 
examples. It is unfair. i am informed that at your last ap- 
pointment while you were in the church ardently expound- 
ing line doctrines of Christian living two of your parishion- 
ers on the outside engaged in an ugly row in which one of 
the combatants was seriously if not fatally cut with an ugly 
knife. According to your doctrine the Christian religion is 
a fai]ure." Uncle Joe turned his face away and chuckled. I 
saw I had unhorsed the old soldier. 

As this is drawn out much beyond what I at first intended, 
I must close. Let us trust that Uncle Joseph Ramsey repre- 
sented a race, tho rapidly passing, may not entirely lose its 
identity; that the present generation with its rapid transit, 
big business, big schools, and charitable and Christian in- 
stitutions is after all better than the days of the rifle-bearing 
pioneer who builded better than he expected. 

Youi friend, 
B. H. WHITE. 

Rt. 1, Box 98, Charleston, W. Va. 
I have it from Joseph Ramsey's daughter that he always 
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had family prayer, a custom that i fear is on the wane. He 
was a regular attendant at church arid was loyal to all the 
requirements of his church. 

If anyone can give me information about Daniel Ram- 
sey's brothers George, John, William. or his sisters Letty 
Wike] and Betsey Rice. or' any of their descendants, I shall 
appreciate it very much. 

Later: Susan Hazeiwood lives near Rock Camp in Mon- 
roe County. She is 74 years of age and is a granddaughter 
of Daniel Ramsey. Her father was James W. Ramsey. Fier 
brothers and sisters were Clementirte, Gi'anville, Mar- 
guerite, Daniel, John, Susan, James. FIer three brothers 
live at Craig, Holt County, Missouri. 

Ludy Ramsey Neal 

The youngest daughter of Bartholomew Ramsey was 
Ludy. She was born 1825 which would make her 25 years 
younger than her oldest brother and about 6 years younger 
than her niece, Betsey Crookshanks daughter of William 
Ramsey oldest son of Bartholomew Ramsey. 

Ludy Neal died of T. B. at the age of 60 years. Aunt 
Ludy married Aaron Neal who was born in Monroe County 
1820. He was a school teacher and held a first grade certi- 
ficate having taught both before and after the free school 
system came in. He taught 20 terms of school; one term 
at Hess School on Chestnutburg Road; two terms at Zim- 
merman School; three terms at McGoffin School; four or 
five terms at the White School; several terms at the Cay- 
endish School. 

Uncle Aaron Neal obtained his education under the old 
system of subscription schools and must have been a hard 
student and a progressive teacher to obtain a first grade 
certificate when the free school system came in. Uncle 
Aaron was a Democrat and he and Aunt Ludy were mem- 
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bers of the M. E. Church South. He died of T. B. about 
1873 and is buried at the Cuist grave yard and Aunt Ludy 
at Ansted. 

There were several Neals lived in Fayette County. There 
was one other family of Neals of which I knew some. Aunt 
Nancy Neal was the mother. Uncle Burdette Leggs wife 
and Uncle Tom Legg's wife were two of them. One of their 
brothers was Elinipsico, same name as the son of the fa- 
mous Indian Chief, Cornstalk who led the Indians in the 
battle of Point Pleasant 1774. Cornstalk and his son and 
Red Hawk were murdered by the whites when they were 
at the fort on a mission of peace. Cornstalk's sister was 
present when the Indians were murdered and pronounced 
a cuise on Pt. Pleasant. 

Aunt Nancy Neal's husband I believe was James Neal a 
brother of Uncle Aaron Neal. They had besides the three 
i have named three or four more children, one Andrew, 
and one James, and one or two that I do not know their 
names. Geo. I. Neal of Huntington is a son of Andrew 
Neal. 

There was one Lewis Neal an old time school teacher, 
but I am not sure of his relation to Uncle Aaron Neal. He, 
like Uncle Aaron, taught both before and after the free 
school system came hi. He was my first teacher. He lived 
in the old log house now standing at Mt. Nebo and taught 
in the same house. That was the first school I ever at- 
tended. His wife was a daughter of John Martin. They 
had two sous Stephen and Eli, and one daughter. Lewis 
Neal was a warm Christian and died leaving a bright evi- 
dence of going to Heaven. He died in a house near the 
Neal branch that flows into Hominy Creek below the Old 
Haynes Mill. 

Well I have gotten clear away from Aunt Ludy Neal. 
She and Uncle Aaron lived near where she was born on a 
part of the land where Bartholomew Ramsey settled in 
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1819 being then in Nicholas County but later becoming a 
part of Fayette, near where Leander Post Office is now. 

To them were born 4 boys and 2 girls. The oldest is 
James Riley Neal born about 1847. He married Susan Legg 
a daughter of Thomas Legg, whose wife was a cousin of 
J. R. Neal. To them were born 4 children whose names 
are Samuel L. Neal, Drusilla Neal, Thomas G. Neal and 
Burl Neal. J. Riley Neal is still living. 

Aunt Ludy's second child is Margaret Mildred Neal, who 
married Vaught Legg, a son of Uncle James Legg and 
Aunt Minerva Legg. James Legg died when his three 
children were small. Aunt Minerva afterwards married 
Robert White. To Vaught and Margaret Legg were born 5 
children as follows: Thomas H., Hester, Martha, Bessie 
and ElIje, Vaught and Margaret are still living. Margaret 
is 77 years of age and somewhat stooped while Vaught is 
straight as a young Indian. Something a little peculiar is that Vaught is always optimistic and wants to live and en- 
joy life while his brother George got despondent and it is 
supposed ended life by suicide. 

Aunt Ludys second child was Sarah born 1853. I re- 
member Sarah as a lively cheerful girl. She used to be at 
our house more than any one of the rest of the family. She 
married John Neal who used to live at or near Ansted. Her 
children were Willie and Alice. Sarah died of T. B. I am 
not informed as to date of her death. 

Richard B. Neal was born Jan. 5, 1855. He married 
Elizabeth Anne Walkup, born 1862, died 1922. To them 
were born 5 boys and 011e girl as follows: W. Loyd, James 
Golden, Annie E., William C,, Charles C., and Leslie E. i 
am only acquainted with but two of Richards boys, W. C. 
Neal, a steady young man who attended my school two 
terms, and Charles C. Neal who was intellectual above the 
average. He has become prominent in educational work 
and his picture appeared in the School Journal. 
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Richard B. Neal is a whopper, being 6 feet 4 inches in 
height. i don't suppose he is to blame for growing so tall 
as the Bible says "which of you by taking thought can add 
one cubit to his height." Perhaps it is accounted for in one 
of two ways. Several of the Ramseys are tall and as his 
mother was a Ramsey it may be inherited. Or I have no- 
ticed very tall trees grow in a hollow, seeming to try to 
reach sunshine as soon as possible, and as Rich was raised 
in a hollow, that may be a natural result. Richard lives at 
Victor and has for 15 years or more. 

John Arch Neal was born 1857. He married Kate Haw- 
ver. To them were born seven children as follows: Hallie, 
Maude, Goldie, George, Charley, Obie and Edward. 

John has been afflicted foi' sometime with a kind of par- 
alysis. 

Wm. D. Neal as before stated married Gencie Crook- 
shanks. I believe they had 3 children, Stanley, Eva and 
Annie. Wm. D. Neal was born Oct. 19, 1862, died about 
1900 or maybe earlier than that. His widow has lived at 
Ansted since then. 

I do not have a vivid recollection of Uncle Aaron Neal. I 
remember seeing him plowing corn and Richard and Sarah 
hoeing. Sarah had a small poke fastened to her dress with 
seed corn in it, to replant with. They lived down close to 
a creek and believe there was a large rock lying close their 
house. I do not believe they had what would be consid- 
ered a good farm. But if they made a living and raised 
a respectable family on a rocky farm they deserve more 
honor than if circumstances had been more favorable, 

Uncle Aaron was a man of more than average intelli- 
gence. He and Aunt Ludy did well their duty in the day in 
which they lived and left an influence for good that will last 
while time is measured by days, months and years. 

My next paper may have some Civil War experiences 
told by first hand by persons who were there. Also some 
prison life in Salisburg and Danville. 
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Murder of Nicholas H. Ramsey 

There were a class of people in time of the Civil War called copperheads. They usually tried to either stay out of trouble by taking neither side or playing double part. 
They remind me of the bat that was caught by the cat and later by the ow]. James says "A double minded man is un- stable in all his ways." There is a story about the people gathering up once to see the end of the world. One rather silly man was found standing with one foot on one side of a crack in the ground and the other foot on the other side. Some one said, "Why are you doing that?" He answered "1 am watching for the Earth to break in two and I propose to jump on the biggest piece." 

My father and brother Nicholas were not that kind of persons. They were outspoken so that when the war came up everybody knew which side they were on. Their actions and talk may not have been prudent at the time as a large majority of the people around them were for Secession, with a big "S." Still they were trying to avoid going into the army if they could conscientiously avoid it. My broth- er Nicholas had married a daughter of Alexander McClung, who was the only union man in the McClung settlement. that wasn't afraid to say which side he was on. He was so determined in his ways that when a boy around there showed signs of self assertions they said he got his "Aleck up.', 
Well because Nick Ramsey was a son of Riley Ramsey and a son-in-law of Aleck McClung it was said he must be killed. The personswho plotted his murdei were not sol- dieis. So they got James Remley to act as leader and way- lay the road and shoot him, When they were tried for his nmrder they made a scapegoat of the said James Remley. Remley left the neighborhood and went to Virginia where secession prevailed. While in Virginia boasting about what 
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he had done, some one said something about a Ramsey be- 
ing around there, and he at once left and went to Missouri, 
ostensibly for the purpose of joining Quantrell and his 
clique of robbers and murderers. I shall now let W. H. 
Ramsey the son of Nicholas Ramsey tell the story of his 
father's murder. 

"Nicholas Hance Ramsey was killed by being shot in the 
breast and head on the 14th day of Sept. 1861. He with his 
wife and infant son were living with his father in law, 
Alexander McClung in Nicholas County, near Carnefix's 
Ferry. He was killed three days after the battle of Carne- 
i-ix's Ferry between Gen. Floyd on the Confederate side and. 
Gen. Rosencranz on the Union side. He had left a few days 
before this battle and was among his relatives in Fayette 
County. He with John Wiseman crossed Gauley River in a 
canoe near Woods' Ferry and were fired on from the cliffs 
when they were about midway in the river. They swain 
out on the Nicholas side but lost their clothes except trous- 
ers and shirt. 

He went bare-foot to his Uncle Richard Ramsey's on Bell 
Creek and was there provided shoes, clothing, etc. 

He was killed near a gate leading from the county road 
to home-place on his return, and remained where he was 
killed for three days. His wife with infant son in her arms 
made three trips on three successive evenings hoping to 
meet him at the gate. All this time he was lying dead only 
a few yards on the outside of the gate. He was discovered 
by his brother in law L. P. McClung and was buried on the 
spot where he lay, by a company of Union Soldiers. After 
the war was over his father Riley Ramsey and his brother 
Addison Ramsey built around his grave a loose stone wall 
which remains there today. 

Twenty-five years ago his son placed a small monument 
at his grave bearing this inscription: 
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Nicholas H. Ramsey 
born January 1839 

MurderedSept. 14, 1861." 

The above account is by W. H. Ramsey then a child in his 
mother's arms when she went to meet her husband, Nich- 
olas H. Ramsey, the one killed. He was the only child of 
Nicholas H. Ramsey, but the story of his life would be the 
setting for a long and interesting novel. I hope to give it 
in part sometime in the near future. 

William Ramsey and Isaac Ramsey 

Bartholomew Ramsey's oldest son vas Isaac Ramsey or 
William Ramsey, I am not sure which. All I can find out 
about Isaac Ramsey is that he went West, probably to Indi- 
ana, sometime about 1832 or 33. I remember hearing fath- 
er and mother tell of Uncle John Ramsey going out West, 
I suppose to where Uncle Isaac lived and being on the Sang- 
amon River with the Indians. That the Indians would boil 
a coon with the head and feet on it. However it seems that while Uncle Isaac had several boys when he went West 
the entire family was lost to all of his near relations in this 
country. Perhaps he could not write or perhaps he was 
like Loyd Ramsey said about himself while in Kansas sev- 
eral years that no one back here ever received a letter from 
him. 

Isaac was said to have come out to what is now Fayette 
with his father before the family moved. This was per- 
haps in 1819. I see something about Ramseys in Iowa, 
Minnesota, and other Western States, but have no informa- 
tion that they are descendants of isaac Ramsey. 

Uncle (Billie) William Ramsey (second son of Bartholo- 
mew) was born Nov. 30, 1800, died April 17, 1880. His first wife's maiden name was Raines. Their children were 
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Betsey, Agnes, Lewis, Allen and Fi'ank,aIl dead now. His 
second wife was Susan Rogers. Their children vere: 

Samuel A. Ramsey, born March 3, 1841, died May 6, 
1922. 

Sarah Jane Ramsey born June 8, 1843, died Feb. 24, 
1915. 

Eda Lucretia Ramsey, born July 25, 1846, died some years ago. 
Lucinda Frances, born Oct. 30, 1849, killed Nov. 2, 

1900. 

William George Ramsey, born March, 1853, stili liv- ing. 

Uncle William's second wife who was Susan Rogers was 
born Jan. 3, 1811, died March 13, 1892. 1 liave no informa- tion of his first wife except what is given above. I think 
William Ramsey came to Fayette about the time his fath- ei' came. I remember him and Aunt Susan well when they lived on Dogwood Creek, where John Rogers and wife live 
now. Mrs. Beile Rogers wife of John Rogers is Uncle Wil- liams grand-daughter, being youngest child of his oldest daughter to his first wife. I, with my father and mother, wore at Uncle Bi]Iie's two or three different times, and I re- member he and Aunt Susan were very kind and made me feel wefl while there. Father and I came there once with wagon and team and had to stay two days and nights be- cause of Meadow River being too high to cross with the boat. Uncle Billie had father and me to weatherboard that same small barn that John Rogers is using or was using a few years ago, he being unable to do any work as he was confined to his bed most of the time. This was spring of 1875 I think. Besides his own children Uncle Billie and Aunt Susan raised two other children, Susan Thomas and Warren Thomas. Warren as well as I remember was foui' days younger tha.n myself, born May 29, 1858. I have but little 
knowledge of Warren Thomas since he was a boy. Susan married Harvey Crookshanks and has lived near Clifty 
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most of her life. I have heard that Aunt Susan was of a 
business turn and strictly honest. That she was at her 
daughter's (I think it was Lucinda Hawkins) and before 
going to bed she said "If anything happens to me, you will 
find the money in my pocket to pay my taxes." She died 
that night. 

I have understood that Uncle Billie and Aunt Susan were 
hard workers and economical. I am acquainted with a 
number of their descendants and that is the general repu- 
tation they have. The descendants of Uncle Billie Ramsey 
is legionhundreds if not thousands. 

His oldest daughter Betsey, born 1819, whose husband 
was a Crookshank was the mother of the following: Harvey, 
David, Riley, Andrew, Jane, Caroline, Edna, Hamilton, and 
Belle. I am not able now to give all of their children and 
grand-children and great-grand-children. 

Harvey Crookshanks first wife was Jennie Legg, daughter 
cf Uncle William Legg. I only know of one child of this mar- 
riage, Mrs. Jince Neal who lives at Ansted. Her husband 
was William Neal who died about twenty-two years ago. 
To them were born one son and one daughter that I know 
of. I have been pleasantly entertained at Mrs. Neals sev- 
eral times. 

Harvey Crookshank's second wife was, as before stated, 
Susan Thomas. I am not able to give names of their chil- 
dren at present. 

Harvey was a soldier in Capt. Ramsey's Company. He 
accidently shot himself through the hand which partially 
hindered the use of tha.t hand through life. He died a few 
years ago, at the age of near 80 years I think. 

David Croolcshanks married first wife Eliza Legg, daugh- 
ter of Uncle Buidette Legg. Dave as we called him, 
bought Wesley Ramsey's old place near where Mt. Nebo P. 
O. is now. He was an excellent hand to work, swapping 
work with nie several days. I was at Dave's one day vork- 
ing and at noon he grabbed up a sheep and sheared one side 
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with dull shears. He pulled what wool he had loosed and 
let the sheep go half sheared, and with a "snuff of his 
nose" he said "I'll finish you tomorrow." 

To Dave and Eliza were born three girls, Melvina, Eliza- 
beth, and Eliza. His wife Eliza was a very kind good ria- 
tured hard working woman. She died when her third child 
was an infant, about 1873 or 74. Dave broke up house- 
keeping, sold his farm and went to Fayette. His wife's 
mother, Aunt Mila Legg took the infant baby and kept her 
till she (Aunt Mila) died. Then Uncle Burdette and this 
girl Eliza lived alone till he died. I was to see him a short 
time before he died. He said to me that he had lived the 
time allotted to man, three score and ten and was ready tG 
die. I-le was a local preacher in the M. E. Church 'and had a 
very strong voice. I am not informed as to how many chil- 
dren these three girls have. Eliza married a Woods, and I 
believe died several years ago. The last time I saw her 
she got on the train just as I got off at Keeney's Creek in 
July, 1901. Dave Crookshanks married as second wife a 
daughter of Avis Rennick. I cannot tell how many de- 
scendants they have. But they are many. David died per- 
haps more than twenty years ago, and is buried at Rich- 
mond Chapel graveyard. 

Andy Crookshanks never married. He lived with his 
mother and took care of her in her last years. She, like 
her father, was confined to her bed for some years before 
she died. My wife and I visited her in July 1907. She died 
shortly after that, maybe a year, aged about eighty-seven. 
Andy lived at the old place the balance of his life, dying 
there in perhaps 1922. Andy was a hard worker, but pe- 
culiar in his ways. He lived with us two or three years 
about 1876 and 1877. 

Jane Crookshanks married a Walker. They had several 
children with whom I am not much acquainted. I hear her 
and her husband spoken of as being good neighbors and 
very hospitable. Riley Crookshanks enlisted in 47th Ohio 
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Regiment and while encamped at the Tompkins Farm took 
typhoid fever. After getting better started home, got bad 
and died before reaching home. His body was brought to 
the Crist graveyard and buried. This was in 1862. 

Edna Crookshanks married Marion Hawkins. Marion 
died several years ago and is buried at Richmond Chapel 
grave-yard. I am only acquainted with one of their chil- 
dren, Nathan Hawkins whose wife Nettie, is a daughter 
of Rev. Crist. Nathan has been class leader in the Metho- 
dist Chinch for some years. His wife is a good worker in 
the church and Sunday School. They have five children 
living and one daughter, Esta, died last August leaving two 
small children. She was the wife of Mr. Kessler and was 
living near Victor when she died. 

Caroline Crookshanks married Hazel Legg, son of Uncle 
Burdett Legg. They raised a large family of children. 
three girls and, I believe, six boys. One son, Vincent, is a 
son-in-law of Governor Conley, Caroline died about 
three years ago. Hei home was a pleasant place to stop. 
She was hospitable, she was plain spoken. She was indus- 
trious. The same could be said of her husband. 

Hamilton Crookshanks lives on the Miller road, I believe. 
He has three daughters, Elizabeth, Elsie and Stella, all 
school teachers. 

Belle Crookshanks married John Rogers. They have no 
children of their own, but raised one boy, Joseph Neal. 

Belle is an intelligent, nice housekeeper. I remember her 
when a young girl. She was pretty and had a pleasant 
voice and attractive ways. I believe she has held her own 
fairly well along these lines. If I was travelling, I would 
try to go a few mires further to get to stop at Belle Rogers. 
rather than put up at a strange place. 

Betsy Crookshanks was left a widow with nine children. 
I think her husband was drowned. She was thrifty arid 
taught all of her children to be industrious and economical. 
1f she had some eccentricities she surely was excusable. 
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Such persons who come up through much tribulations will 
surely reap a reward. 

Capt. Romsey's Fort at Cross Lanes 
Last August A. A. Hamilton of Cross Lanes took quite an 

interest in showing me the site of Capt. J. R. Ramsey's fort 
that was captured and burned by Confederate soldiers in 
August 1864. The fort stood just above Zoar Baptist 
Church on the hill west of Kessler's Cross Lanes. It was 
about 100 ft. by 110 ft., built of split timber about 1 to 2 
feet in diameter. The logs were split in halves and planted 
four feet deep iii the ground making a solid wall perhaps 12 
feet high. The timber was cut out toward where Houston 
Dunbar now lives. There is little if anything to show where 
the fort stood. The site is now being used as a burying 
ground and I am told that in digging graves pieces of the 
lower end of the logs are found still in the ground. When 
the fort was attacked by the Confederates Capt. J. R. Ram- 
sey and a part of his men were away on a scout, perhaps 
in Fayette. There were in the fort at the time it was at- 
tacked about 22 men or more commanded by T. Addison 
Ramsey who was First Lieutenant. The confederates were 
under the command of Col. V. A. Witcher who was making a 
raid through Nicholas and Braxton Counties. In that raid 
he captured quite a number of Union soldiers and property, 
under Co]. Witcher were Captains J. J. Halstead, Bill 
Thurmond and Phil Thurmond. I have been told there were 
about 00 confederate soldiers. 

Some of the Union soldiers were pitching horseshoes out 
on the west side of the fort when the rebels appeared on a 
rise perhaps less than 100 yds. from the fort. The rebels 

red and the Union soldiers ran in the fort and shut the 
heavy gate. Tom Collison who had a sleepy disease was 
sitting perhaps on a barrel in front of the gate when the 
firing began, which wakened him and he ran into the fort 
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going so fast he could not stop till }ie struck the wall on the opposite side. 
I have been told that after the Union soldiers had fired a few rounds at the rebels that the rebels sent Lieutenant Ramsey a flag of truce demanding a surrender and threaten- ing to shoot the fort to pieces with cannon. Tho' they had no cannon there at the time. Ramsey agreed to surrender but while he was arranging terms of surrender 5 or 6 of the yankees jumped out of the fort and ran away. Lieutenant Ramsey stopped this as soon as he found it out. 

After the fort was taken Capt. ITaistead went to John R. McCutchens' to get some harness and equipment to haul away the spoil and was fired on by some of Capt. Isaac Brown's men and maybe some of Capt. Ramsey's men. No one was killed in the affray. Capt. J. R. Ramsey and some other union soldiers were keeping their clothes at Mr. Hamilton's where Andy Hamilton now lives. A. A. Hamil- ton who was then a boy 12 or 14 years of a4ge took Capt. Ramsey's clothes and buried them in a cane patch and saved them. Some other of the family hid Hiram Pierson's clothes in a box of oats but the rebels found them and took them. 
One of the prisoners taken was Abe Snedegar whom you remember played off on the rebels when Capt. Ramsey's house was shot into as I told in my last paper. After firing a few shots at the rebels he took a big chew of tobacco and made himself very sick. When the rebels came in the fort they found him in bed very pale and claiming he was not able to walk. They carried him down to John Vaughn's and left him. About as soon as the rebels were gone Abe left to find the rest of Capt. Ramsey's company as soon as he could. - 
I shall now let Mr. Wesley Chapman tell the story of the capture of the prisoners and their prison life or death as it fell the lot of each. 
"I, Wess Chapman volunteered in Capt. Ramsey's com- pany, also Joe Bryant and Bill Chapman February 4, 1864. 
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We were at Cross Lanes in the fort about 18 men. Capt. 
J. R. Ramsey and the rest of the men were in Fayette Couti- 
ty on a scout trip. The men at the fort were surrounded by 
about 300 Rebels before we knew it and captured. Addison 
Ramsey was First Lieutenant and in charge of the fort for 
Captain Ramsey when it was captured. 

The fort was captured August 2, 1864, and we started on 
our trip to prison. We crossed the river at MeVey's ferry 
(mouth of Meadow River) and reached the top of the cliffs 
and camped, (this was at the Kessler place near where 
the Clifty P. 0. is now. The prisoners were shut in an old 
house that my father showed me after the War; J. C. R.) 

The next day we went on through Greenbrier County past 
the 'White Sulphur Spring-s on to some small creek. I can't 
recall the name of the creek. 

The names of the prisoners taken were Wess Chapman, 
Bill Chapman, Addison Ramsey, John Dorsey, Austin 
Campbell, Jack Sanders and a Martin, I can't recall his given 
name. (I think it was Emannuel Martin; J. C. R.) As Mr. 
Chapman could not remember all the names of the men 
taken at the fort I here insert their names obtained by the 
help of A. A. Hamilton and others. 

Hiram Pierson. Hiram Read, Ben Dorsey, Frank Crook- 
shanks, Joseph Bryant, Lewis Halfpenny, two Kiricaids, 
John Campbell, Add Ford, Abe Snedegar and Hosea Fitz- 
water; J.C.R. 

"We went through Fayette and Greenbrier to a place 
called Floyd's Mountain, and here there was a battle. The 
yankees drove the rebels out to a place called Daublin Depot 
and we prisoners followed on. We came to Lynchbuï and 
here spent two days. The bridges had been destroyed and 
we could not get over. Then we went on to Richmond, Va., 
and here we spent a few days. Then we were sent to Salis- 
burg, N. C., to a prison camp. 

I was in camp from August 1864 to March 1, 1865 or about 
seven months. When we first landed at camp there were 
about 300 men there and before we left there were about 
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12,000 men in camp. Some were there only about 2 or 3 
months. When the exchange came there were only about 
700 of the 12,000 men that could walk. The ones that could 
walk, did so to Richmond and the others were taken to place 
of exchange by boat. On the way to exchange we spent a 
few days in Richmond. I had borie fever and was sent to 
Baltimore and there remained three months and the war was 
over before I got home. 

We had very little to eat in prison. We had 6 or 7 bites of 
bread, tin of rice soup, and two bites of meat. We got this 
food twice a day. The rice soup was very thin and we drank 
it. It often had the worst kind of meat and many times the 
meat had maggots in it and the maggots would be in the 
soup. We drank them. We were treated like dogs and shot 
down any time. 

We had men among the prisoners that did not care for 
anything. I saw a man one day take a knife and walk up to 
a poor fellow standing leaning against a tree and when this 
bad man carne up to him he cut him open from hip to hip 
and the man's bowels fell out on the ground. He stood there 
a few minutes and fell over dead. 

I and three other meì had a dry place to sleep. We four 
dug down in the red clay about 15 to 17 inches deep and just 
wide enough for the four men. We took sticks and poles 
such as we could find and covered this over the top. Then 
we took this red clay and covered over these st.icks. When 
it rained we would take paddles and sniooth this clay down 
and it would turn water like boards. When the sun came 
up the mud would crack then when it started to rain we 
would take paddles and plaster it over again. We had one 
old blanket we spread on the ground and slept ou it. The 
ground under thrs kept perfectly dry. 

All of the eighteen were taken to Salisbury. Ten of them 
died in prison. Mr. Martin died at Richmond on his way 
home after the exchange." Mr. Chapman claims he always 
intended to corne home. He said many men just gave up and 
died. He got so he could tell them by their looks. They 
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would go out and build up a little gnat smoke and sit down 
with hands out to the fire and there die. Ben Dorsey died 
in Charleston, W. Va., on his way home. 

John F. Dorsey, Jack Sanders and a Mr. Fuller and an- 
other ma.n dug out of prison. Jack Sanders was shot just after he got out." (John F. Dorsey and Mr. Fuller traveled 
at night and laid up in day time obtaining a little food from 
negroes. They got through to Cincinnati and went home; 
J.C.R.) 

Mr. Chapman says "there were good men in prison. They 
would often sit down on one of these mud beds and hold 
meetings. Two thousand or more, would gather around and 
have greatest respect for worship." 

Of the 18 who were taken prisoners, 9 or 10 died in prison, 
one was shot by guards, one or two died on their way home. 
The men who got back were as follows: Wesley Chapman, 
John F. Dorsey, Hiram Pierson, Addison Ramsey, Lewis 
Halfpenny, and I am not sure who the other one was. If 
any person knows, please let me know. Thomas Collison 
was one of the men in the fort but whether he jumped out 
and left or was taken prisoner I am not sure. If he was 
taken prisoner he got back. 

Mid Brown was taken prisoner but he belonged to Capt. 
Isaac Brown's Company. Geo. McMillr.on and Isaac Nicholas 
vere running away from the fort and the rebels after them 

when Isaac Nicholas fell into the brush and fern and the 
rebels failed t find him. The rebels said Nicholas would 
not throw down his knapsack. This was the Isaac Nicholas 
known as Humphy Ike. 

Capt. J. R. Risey's Wr Eprence 
This chapter will be mainly de.voted to war experiences. 

James Riley Ramsey cast his first vote for Andrew Jackson 
for president in 1832. He was a democrat in politics up to 
the Civil War. When the democratic party split in 1860 and 
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one wing nominated Stephen A. Douglas and one wing nomi- 
nated John C. Breckenridge, J. R. Ramsey voted for Douglas. 
Abraham Lincoln was elected and the war came on. Most 
of the Douglas democrats supported the Union and the 
Breckenridge democrats sided with secession. 

J. R. Ramsey tried to remain neutral at the beginning of 
the war but voted against secession and of course was looked 
upon as a Union man. When his property was taken by the 
Confederates and one of his sons killed by rebel sympathizers 
and another son taken prisoner and sent to Richmond prison, 
and J. R. Ramsey's life threatened he decided to raise a Com- 
pany of homeguards as perhaps a safer life protection than 
to stay out by hiding. He applied to Governor Francis H. 
Pierpont, then Governor of the reorganized government of 
Virginia who commissioned him Captain of a Company of 
oo 

I am not able to follow him through all his war experience, 
but shall confine this paper to one of two events. 

First, as J. R. Ramsey and I believe, 4 of his Company 
were at his home, suddenly they were fired on by a bunch of 
rebels. The Yankees were off guard not presuming any 
rebels to be near. They were in the yard somewhat scatter- 
ed. All at once the rebels appeared about 100 yards from 
the house and a woman's voice called out "There are 100 
rebels on the hill," and the firing began. This caused a panic 
among the yankees. J. R. Ramsey commanded them to go 
in the house and get their guns, but they were gone in a 
moment. Re tried to go in the house and get his gun but 
the women pushed him back and told him to run. As he 
left he had to cross two fences and the bullets hit the fence 
at both crossings. My brother Jake and myself cut them 
out of the fence rails afterwards. There were present, my 
mother, Eliza Ramsey, wife of Add Ramsey, Margaret 
Dorsey and her sister, Mary Ann, daughters of Andrew 
Dorsey. They were in the kitchen with the door open facing 
the rebels. One bullet hit the wall of the kitchen, and an- 
other bullet shot into the kitchen and struck three legs of a 
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falling, leaf dining table. When it hit the legs of the table, Eliza Ramsey with a child in her arms and one of the Dorsey girls were standing by the table looking out of the window at the Yankees running. The Yankees left their guns and Eliza Ramsey put two or three of them between the feather and straw ticks of the bed and got in bed. When the rebels Caine they made lier get up and they got the guns. There was a small rifle that J. R. Ramsey had given to his 
son Jake. The Rebels started off with that but Mary Ann Dorsey followed them out 30 yards from the house and ex- 
plained to them about the gun. One rebel said "Break it 
around the apple tree," but another said "No give it back to her." So she got the gun. 

One of the Yankee soldiers was Abe Snedegar. He was 
only about 16 years of age and liad not drawn his uniform. 
He was in the house with my brother Jake and myself. Jake 
was about 14 years of age and I was about 5. When the 
shooting began, Abe ran to the door but as the bullets were 
strikin4g the house and whizzing past he was afraid to go 
out. So Jake took Abe's gun and put it up under the stair 
steps in the closet. Abe sat on a chair and looked and felt 
as little as lie could. The rebels came in and searched the 
house, but did not find Abe's gun and presuming him to be a 
neighbor boy went away and left him. 1f any one wishes to 
see that table with its legs shot go to the house of Sheriff 
Ramsey at Fayetteville and ask him to show it to you. All 
of the above is my own memory of the affair. The Company 
of rebels was commanded, I believe, by Capt. John Arúick. 

©' Story 

Some time ago I promised to give a real life size bear 
story. In lI Kings Chapter 11, verses 23-24 it reads as fol- 
iows: "And lie (Elisha) went UI) from thence tinto Bethel; 
and as he was going p by the way there came forth little 
children out of the city, and mocked him and said unto 
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him, "Go up thou baldgo up thou bald head." 
"And he turned back, and looked on them and cursed 

them in the name of the Lord. And there came forth two 
she bears out of the wood and tore forty and two children 
of them." 

This is not the story that I had in mind when I promised 
a bear story, but I am wondering if this isn't the basis that 
causes parents to tell their children that if they do certain 
things or go certain places that a big bear will eat them. 
Cousin Charley Legg tells of his little 3 or 4 year old grand 
son having been told if the went up stairs a bear would 
catch him, asked his grandfather to make him a knife. 
When asked what he wanted with it said he wanted to go 
up stairs and kill that bear. 

Uncle Billie Ramsey's oldest son to his second wife was 
Samuel A. Ramsey who was born March 13, 1841, died May 
6, 1922. He killed the last three bears that I know of any 
Ramsey killing. I shall let his son Melvin G. Ramsey relate 
the story, which is as follows: 

"When I was five years old (1891) my father killed the 
ast three bears killed in this section. Two were caught in 
a large steel trap and one was caught in a large pen or trap 
made out of logs which had been split open. 

The two dogs, my father and mother and myself killed 
and took one bear which was about 2-3 grown out of the 
wooden pen. 

The old dog which was a very heavy built bench legged 
black Fice, was a great fighter, for he had killed coons by 
the dozens, but "Oid Pup" (that was his name) had seen 
his best days. His teeth were all worn off to the gums, his 
face was covered with great scars he had received from 
wild cats. His hearing was very dull, his eyes were getting 
dim, and he was very gray about the face and ears. But 
"Old Pup" was always willing to gum what lie could. 

"Frosty" was a young yellow shepherd dog, woolly as 
he could be. He was a good fighter when he got stirred up 
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just right and of course a bear would stir him up. 
My father got down the old mountain rifle (I write that 

word "Mountain Rifle" with reverence, J. C. R.) and the 
powder horn and shot pouch, picked up an old poleax, 
called my mother and myself, whistled to Old Pup and 
Frosty, and we started after the bear. 

I was very proud to start after a bear. I had on home- 
made cow-hide shoes, yarn stockings, a pair of hand made 
Jeans pants, a waist, and an old hat that had gotten too 
small for older brothers. I was a great feeder, neverthe- 
less I was a little runty and skinny, but they all said I was 
as pot-bellied as a pig that had been raised on sour apples. 

So we went after the bear away down the hill, across a 
creek, up the other side across a flat and down into Gauley 
River Cliffs to the bear pen. The bear was in the pen down 
on its knees. My father shot it and wounded it. He could 
not shoot again until he loaded the rifle. As he could not 
get another good shot at the bear, he prized up the lid of 
the pen a little so he could see the bear better. Old Pup 
and Frosty jammed their noses under the heavy lid. The 
dogs barked and raged, the bear scivalled until it could be 
beard in Nicholas County. I was scared out of two years 
growth. I stamped and pawed and cried and said, "Pa, I 
say shoot. But the trouble was he couldn't shoot. If he 
let down the lid he would kill the dogs. He was afraid to 
prize the lid higher lest the bear would be too able for the 
dogs. Never before or since have I wanted to see or hear 
some one shoot as bad as I did then. But fortunately the 
bear was hurt badly the first shot. The lid was raised high- 
er, Old Pup seized the bear by one ear and Frosty snatched 
its nose, and they hauled it out of the pen. A blow with 
the ax on the head ended its life. 

Its feet were tied together, a pole inserted and father and 
mother carried it home. Frosty ran on in front and Old 
Pup and I trotted along behind. 
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Dear Uncle Clark if you do not want to read a]1 of this 
just burn it. 

Yours truly, 
M. G. RAMSEY. 

Did I read it? Who wouldn't. My only regret is that I 
cannot hope for any other Ramsey story half so interesting, 

This was written in answer to my request for him to tell 
about the bears his father killed. 

If anybody else has a true bear story equal to this let us 
have it. 

Samuel Ramsey's wife was Mary Legg, daughter of Uncle 
Burdett Legg. Their children were as follows: 

Johnathan E. Ramsey, born March, 1870, died Sept. 5, 
1872 

William V. Ramsey, born May 17, 1872. He has three 
sons, Ivan, Lovell, and Harlan, 6 daughters, Nona who mar- 
ned Claude Sevey Elva, Mayme, Grace, Runa and Irene, all 
living. Will's wife is Emma Crist, daughter of Jacob Crist. 

W. V. Ramsey is a man of very decided opinions. Never 
afraid to take sides. He would be inclined to quarrel with 
his mother in law if she did not believe as he did. He was 
a pioneer prohibitionist and woman suffragist. He was 
consistent in his ways, could not be induced by any artful 
tricks to take a drink of whiskey. He has taught school 
for 36 years. He attended the old Normal School at Sum- 
mersville, taught by Professors W. G. Brown and B. I-I. 
White, two teachers that did more for the teaching profes- 
sion in Nicholas County than any other two men. Professor 
White still teaches. 

Lacy L. Ramsey, born Jan. 4, 1875, died July 13, 1905. 
He married Mae Kincaid. To them was born one daughter, 
Madge. 

Ettie L. Ramsey, born Sept. 29, 1878. She married Frank 
Crist. Her sons are Clarence, who married Violet Legg. 
They have one son and live at Charleston, W. Va. 

2. Clyde 3, Fult and one daughter, Mary Mae. 
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Avona S. Ramsey, born July 3, 1881, died Aug. 2, 1914. 
Hei husband was Arthur Crist. 

Anson A. Ramsey, born Jan. 5, 1884. He married Hallie 
Mason, daughter of Gus Mason and grand daughter of 
Charlie Legg, who is a grandson of Bartholomew Ramsey. They have two sons, Kyle and Paul. Anson lives on hi& father's old place one mile and a half North of Leander, P. 
O. Anson Ramsey has taught school 21 years, and still 
teaches. He, like his father is a quiet unassuming man, 
and a faithful attendant at church, being long a member of 
Richmond Chapel, M. E. Church. 

Melvin G. Ramsey was born January 26, 1886. His wife 
is Maude E. Hawkins, daughter of Ben Hawkins, a grand- 
son of Ward Wiseman who was a grandson of Bartholomew 
Ramsey's father, Richard Ramsey. 

Melvin G. Ramsey attended my school one term and was. 
one of the best students I ever had. He obtained his first 
grade certificate while attending my school, receiving 100% 
on penmanship. He also attended the Wesleyan College 
at Buckhannon. He said while attending my school that 
he liked to study so hard that he would forget where he 
was. He has taught school 19 years, teaching now at Rus- 
seliville. The sum of the yea's of Melvin, Anson and Will's 
teaching is 75. 

Melvin Ramsey has two daughters in High School at 
Rainelle, W. Va. Their names are Sibly and Gatha. Sibly 
has earned more 4-H prizes than any boy or girl in Fayette 
County. She is 15 years of age and in 2nd year High School. 

Samuel A. Ramsey was a soldier in Capt. Ramsey's Com- 
pany time of Civil War. He bought that old place where 
Anson Ramsey lives, that was badly worn and dilapidated. 
By hard work and economy he made a good living. He was 
a member of the M. E. Church and faithful in attendance. 
He was economical, and strictly honest. His wife was a 
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kind, pleasant, firm neighborly, good woman. She died 
not long from the time her husband died. 

They left an influence that will widen as long as time 
lasts. 

AUen RGmsey 

An old pile of stones once a part of a chimney are still to 
be seen about one mile west of Glad Tidings Church and 2 
miles west of Mt. Nebo P. 0., Nicholas County, W. Va. 
These are a part of what was once the chimney to a log 
cabin twelve feet square. This cabin was built of split and 
partly hewn logs, covered with oak boards four feet long 
and held on by press poles with knees between them, the 
lowei' coarse butting against the flat side of a split log that 
was pinned on the ends of the last logs that topped out the 
building. The reason the boards were held on by press- 
poles was that nails were not available at that time. The 
ground on which that house stood is flow being cultivated by 
Dyer O'Dell and his son-in-law, M. F. Brown. I visited this 
old cabin in 1915 accompanied by Samuel R. MeClung and 
others. The old building was called the Allen house. Mr. 
McClung remarked to me, "I can remember when Allen 
Ramsey lived here, I was here one evening when the fam- 
ily were eating supper in the yard." They perhaps had a 
pot of mush sitting in the yard and each member of the 
family had a tin cup with a spoon. Each would dip his 
mush from the pot put it in lus cup of milk aiid eat it by 
use of the spoon dipping out a spoonful of the mixture at a 
time. Next morning what was not eaten the night before 
would be cut int& small pieces and fried in hot bacon gravy. 
If any one who reads this has never eaten mush as de- 
scribed above come around and we'll try to prove to you 
that it is palatable and healthful. 

In the above described building lived Allen Ramsey, wife 
and children. I am not sure but I think there were five chu- 
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dren. Allen Ramsey was a son of William Ramsey and grandson of Bartholomew Ramsey. I think he was born in what is now Fayette County, then Nicholas County. He was second child of William Ramsey being next oldest to 
Betsey Crookshanks. He was born 1821. 

Allen Ramsey's wife was Ellen Hawkins daughter of 
Thomas Hawkins, Sr. and brother of Thomas Hawkins the 
Baptist preacher who used to ]ive about one mile from Mil- ton in Cabell Co., W. Va. Any one who was ever with Rev. 
Thomas Hawkins would remember his witty remarks. Wit 
flowed from his lips continually. I think Ellen Hawkins' father was a soldier in the war of 1812 as he drew a pen- sion. Ellen Hawkins, wife of Allen Ramsey was born 1824. 

J do not know how many years Allen Ramsey lived in this log cabin, perhaps not more than six years. He moved to Lincoln County about 1859. I can not do better than copy a letter received from Mrs. Geoïge Ramsey. 

"Huntington, W. Va. 
Jan. 8, 1926. J. C. Ramsey, Mt. Nebo, W. Va. 

Dear Sir: Through some Lincoln County people my hus- band received a copy of the paper in which you had printed something about the Ramsey Family. So he thought I should write you something about his father's family, his father being Allen Ramsey. It seems he (Allen Ramsey) came to Lincoln County before the Civil War and settled on Laurel Creek about one and a half miles from Hamlin the County seat of Lincoln County. He bought land there and 
improved it and raised a family of twelve children, or rath- er twelve children were born to them, two died as children. The ten that lived to be grown were Nancy Jane, Beulah, Margaret Fannie, Edward, William, Nicholas, Thomas, John and George. All married and raised large families. Nany of them live here, and in Hamlin, Logan, West Ham- lin and Milton. Some of them have good business, and others are railroaders. Only four of this large family are 
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living now. They are Mi's. Margaret Smith, Hamlin, W. 
Va., Mrs. Fannie Kinder, Milton, W. Va., John Ramsey, 
near Hamlin, W. Va. He is a farmer, has two boys living 
and one killed and buried in France. (Here let me remark 
that the paper reported Ira S. Ramsey killed in battle, sev- 
eral persons wrote me or called me on the phone and asked 
if that was my son as the name was the same. J. C. R.) 

George Ramsey lives in Huntington, W. Va. He is fire- 
man on the C. & O. R. R. has worked for 20 years for C. & 
O. He has two Sons both work on the R. R. 

Mr. Ramsey does not know so very much about his fath- 
er's family, being born in Lincoln Co., and 50 years ago it 
was very easy to lose track of people. Allen Ramsey mar- 
ried Ellen Hawkins. The Hawkinses came from that part 
of the State too. He has been dead about 40 years. Mrs. 
Ellen Ramsey died about 15 years ago. Mr. Ramsey says 
he has often heard his father speak of a brother Frank and 
a sister who married a Legg (that was Agnes who married 
Uncle Tom Legg. J. C. R.) Frank Ramsey has a son living 
on Coal River. I can get his address for you if you want it. 
Mr. Ramsey has been to see a half brother of his father. 
His name is George too. (His address is South Webster, 
Ohio. J. C. R.) 

My husband is anxious to get in touch with some of his 
father's people. Any information I can give you concern- 
ing the family I shall be glad to do so. If you come to 
Huntington any time we would he glad to have you come 
and see us. Mr. Ramsey is home from Saturday night 
until Monday morning, so he depends on me to do his writ- 
ing for him. 

With kind regards for you and family I will close. 

MRS. GEORGE RAMSEY, 
No. 523, 31st St., Huntington, W. Va. 

Since I received the above letter I have had more cor- 
respondence with Mrs. Ramsey in which she gives names, 
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dates and other information about descendants of Allen 
Ramsey. 

Allen Ramsey's children were viz: 
Nancy Jane, born 1848; Edward, born 1850; William, 

born 1853; Nicholas, born 1855; Beulah, born 1858; Thom- 
as, born 1860; John, born 1864; Margaret and George, 
twins, born 1866; Fannie, born 1869. 

Nancy Jane Roberts children 9 are as follows: 
Victry Striclder, 7 children, 9 grand children. 
Lina Strickler, 1 child, 7 grand children. 
Moses Roberts, 2 children, 4 grand children. 
Nicholas Roberts, 9 children, 4 grand children. 
Fannie Hinkte, 8 children, 3 grand children. 
Jennie Wysong, 4 children 
James Roberts, 2 children. 
Mollie Rice, 7 children, 8 grand children. 
Edward Ramsey's children, 6 are as follows: 
Edward Ramsey, 8 children, 8 grand children. 
John Ramsey, 6 children, i grand child. 
Walter Ramsey, 9 children, 
Wesley Ramsey, 5 children. 
Ella Ramsey Pierce lives in Charleston, W. Va., has no 

children of her own but keeps two of her brother's chil- 
dren. 

Edward's wife was Philena Coffman. 
Nicholas Ramsey's children, 3 are as follows: 
Lilie MeCormic, 4 children. 
Lula Stonasher, 2 children. 
Thomas Ramsey Nicholas' wife was Mollie Hawkins, 

daughter of Rev. Thomas Hawkins. She lives in Barbours- 
ville, W. \Ta. Beulah Ramsey Tahors' 7 children as follows: 

Walter Tabor has 2 children, i grand child. 
Mattie Thomas, 1 child, i grand child. 
Etta Shelton, i child. 
Bessie Godby, i child. 
Hamon Tabor, 2 children. 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


76 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

Nathan Tabor, 3 children. 
Valara Pridemore, 2 children. 
Thomas Ramsey's wife was Florence Porter. His chil- 

dren are as follows: 
Henry B. Ramsey, 2 children. 
Della Ragland, 4 children. 
Harvey Ramsey, i child. 
John Ramsey's wife was Belle Sictes. His 4 children as 

follows: 
Sadie Holton, 9 children. 
Emma James, 8 children. 
Cecil Ramsey and Donald Ramsey. 
One son Ira F. or Ira S. Ramsey killed in battle in France. 
Margaret Ramsey Smith, children 9 as follows: 
Frank Smith, i child. 
Alonzo, 2 children. 
Lula Vickers, 2 children 
Minnie Coïts, 9 children. 
Georgia Grass, 3 children. 
Hobert Smith, 2 children. 
Harry, Everett and Ella at home. 
George Ramsey's wife was Nettie Mount. Their five 

children are as follows: 
Ruth Lewis, 5 children. 

Berne» Mary Ellen, Cecelia and Ernest. 
Fannie Ramsey Kinder, 5 children as follows: 
Irene Diels, i child; Alene Hoffman, i child; Charles Kin- 

der, 2 children; James Kinder and George Kinder. 

I am under obligation to Mrs. George Ramsey of Hunt- 
ington for the above names and number of children and 
grand children of Allen Ramsey's sons and daughters. 
When I first thought of writing the history of the Ramsey 
Family, I knew but little of Allen Ramsey's family. I was 
not sure where any of them lived. Ii had seen only one of 
his descendants, Ella Ramsey of Charleston. Say, Ella, do 
you remember about those horses running off at Milton and 
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how you proved your pluck and nerve'? Also do you remem- 
ber measuring' which was taller you or Lilia Ramsey in my 
room at Mrs. Lively's boarding house? Can you not write 
me a letter or come and visit us? Ella and Lelia were each 
about 6 ft. high. 

This account of Allen Ramsey's family may not be in- 
teresting to some people, but it has been the most inter- 
esting to me of any other family as it is mostly new infor- 
mation. 

Lewis Ramsey 

Perhaps it is noticeable that very few of the Ramseys are 
preachers. Maybe it is because they had too much sense to 
try it. The most of them had sense enough t0 know that 
they could not preach, while many persons perhaps who have 
tried to preach do not have sense enough to know that they 
are making' a failure. 

Again few Ramseys are lawyers. That perhaps is be- 
cause they do not have sense enough to make wrong appear 
right, like the Sophists of Greece who were accused of 
"making the wrong appear the better reason." 

Continuing Uncle Billie Ramsey's family history; one son's 
name was Lewis. I am not well informed concerning him 
and his people. I saw him only once or twice. He lived in 
Clay County a part of his life.. I do not know his wife's 
maiden name, but I heard her spoken of as Aunt Ruth. I 
have been told that Lewis Ramsey lived a simple life, caring 
but little for the luxuries of modern life. I am not informed 
as to date of his birth, but estimate that it was about 1824. 
I believe he died near or at his father's old place, perhaps 
about 1895. His widow lived several years after his death. 

Ris children were, Frank, Antony, John, Samuel, Wallace, 
George, Grant and one daughter. I do not know her name. 
A part of these are living, but I do not have definite knowl- 
edge of them, but hope to get it later. I have already written 
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up on Allen Ramsey, a soil of Uncle Billie, and his daughter, 
Betsey Ramsey Crookshanks. Her husband was Samuel 
Crookshanks. He was drowned while working at dredging 
out Kanawha River at Red House Shoals in Putnam County. 
He was a good swimmer, but became entangled in a rope. 
Betsy Crookshanks was about 89 years of age instead of 87 
as I stated before. i now have a letter from Mrs. Belle 
Rogers which reads as follows: 

Jenkey, W. Va., March 16, 1926. 
Mr. Ramsey: Dear Sir: 

I will now try to give you a few names of the Ramsey 
tribe. I don't think they are hardly worth fooling time on 
ha! ha! I don't know anything about Aunt Eda's age any 
way, but she has seven children. (This is Eda Ramsey, wife 
of Andy Legg, and daughter of Uncle Billie Ramsey; J.C.R.) 
Their names are Samuel, Henry, Thomas, Hartman, Frank, 
Sim, and Nancy. Harvey Crookshanks was born 1840, died 
March 20, 1918. David Crookshanks was born June 5, 
1844, died January 1, 1894. 

Riley Crookshanks was born 1842 (died 1862, told of in 
my previous paper; J.C.R.) Andrew Crookshanks was born 
August 26, 1846, died April 29, 1921. Jane Crookshanks 
was born August 27, 1848, died 1922. Mother died Novem- 
ber 22, 1908. 

Caroline Crookshanks Legg was born Feb. 28, 1850, 
died January 24, 1923. Edna Crookshanks Hawkins was 
born Dec. 17, 1854. Hamilton Crookshanks was born July 
1, 1858. Belle Crookshanks Rogers was born Jan, 1, 1860. 
(The last three are living; J.C.R.) Harvey Crookshanks 
had ten childrer, Gency, Rockeyville, Arton, Lem, James, 
Cecil, G.ertie, Linda, Belle and William. 

David Crookshanks had nine children, Melvina, Lizzie, 
Eliza, Maggie, Loyd, Nelson, Swanna, Anna and Willia. 

Jane Crookshanks Walker had three children: Hester, 
Ona and Omar, twin brother of Ona, died about 8 or 9 years 
ago. 
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Edna Crookshanks Hawkins, has three children, Nathan, Etna and Homer. 

Hamilton has three: Elsie, Lizzie and Stella. Caroline 
Crookshanks Legg had nine children, Frank, Dora, Henry, 
Etch, Hamilton, Burdette, Lillie, Vincent and Bertha. i 
have written them just as I could think of them. I may 
have made mistakes as you know I am getting old and never 
did have much sense. 

BELLE ROGERS. 
Uncle Billie Ramsey's second daughter was Agnes Ramsey 

who became second wife of Uncle Thomas Legg, my mother's 
brother. She had no children of her own, but raised one boy 
Thomas Paddleford. My recollection of Agnes is that she 
was a nice housekeeper and took interest in dressing herself 
neatly. I am not informed as to dates of her birth and death. 
Another son of Uncle Billie Ramsey was, Frank Ramsey. I am seeking information about him and his descendants. 
I think he lived perhaps in Kanawha County and has quite 
a large number of descendants. 

I have now mentioned either at some length or in brief 
each of Uncle Billie Ramsey's sons and daughters to his first 
wife. I estimate that their descendants number several 
hundred, perhaps it would require four figures to express 
the number. 

So far as I know none of them have become famous as 
public men. But as Abraham Lincoln said, "God must have 
loved common people or he would not have made so many 
of them." While the large majority of persons live a quiet 
life they have the same trials, tests, difficulties, sorrows, 
joys, victories and misfortunes that all the human race is 
heir to. "The tall, the wise, the reverend head must lie as 
low as theirs." I find, KThgs, presidents and all great men 
and women have sorrows, bereavements, etc., same as the 
lowly. I sometimes think that many a mother or father of 
a family whose names never appear in History deserve as 
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great a reward and will have as fine a mansion in heaven as 
George Washington or Abraham Lincoln. I believe every- 
one will be rewarded according to the effort he puts forth 
even though he seem to have had no success from a worldly 
view. 

Richard Ramsey 

When my father dieci Oct. 2, 1887, he owed his brother, 
Uncle Richard Ramsey at Bell Creek, some borrowed money 
and it devolved on nie to pay it. I had never been at Uncle 
Richard's but he had been at our house. 

In December 1887, I started to igo and find out how much 
the debt was and what time Uncle Richard would give me on 
the debt as I was without money and involved several 
hundred dollars in debt having assumed all my father's debts 
and as I kept the farm I was to pay my brothers for their 
claim on my fathers farm. 

So in company with E. S. Ellis who was agent for the 
Wood's cornsheller we started to go to Be]l Creek selling 
corn shellers as we went. At noon, second day we were at 
Charley Leggs, 15 or 20 miles from Uncle Richards, the sun 
was shining bright, but the north wind was blowing cold, 
the ground was frozen, the creeks were frozen over. We 
were at the mouth of Bell Creek at about dark, and were 
told that it was six miles up the creek to Uncle Richards. 
We were cold. Ellis was riding a small Broncho and I was 
riding a small black mare, We were thinly clothed. We 
could not walk much to warm ourselves as we had to ford 
Bell Creek lengtíiwise, and the ice was riot thick enough to 
bear up a small horse. We asked for lodging and being 
refused we decided to go to Billie Ramsey's as he lived a 
mile closer than Uncle Rich. I had only seen Billie once 
and was not acquainted with him. I remarked to Ellis that 
I had heard that Billie took pettish spells at times, and did 
not want anyone to bother him. But being cold and it being 
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two hours after dark we decided to call him out. We hai- 
lowed! and he came out to the road. We asked if he could 
entertain us. He said his wife was dead and he could not 
keep strangers, taking them in at that late hour. We re- 
marked that being strangers in the vicinity, and it being 
late was argument ou our side to stay. But he refused. We 
then enquired the way to Richard Ramsey's. Being assured 
that we should have no trouble to find the way we travelled 
on. Ellis remarked, "Now if Richard Ramsey has a pettish 
spell what shall we do ?" I told him Uncle Rich did not 
take that kind of spells. That I had heard my father say 
that Uncle Rich would get up at midnight to accommodate 
the worst enemy he ever had. 

We rode up in front of Uncle Rich's house and helloed. 
He carne to the porch. We asked if we could stay. He said, 
"Yes, get off and come in and warm. Then we will put up 
your horses." He met us with a hearty hand-shake, but re- 
marked, "Who is it?" not knowing us nor having any pre- 
vious knowledge that we were coming. We staid all night 
and were as well treated as was possible for two old people 
to do. Uncle Rich then being 84 years of age and his wife, 
Aunt Patsy, old also. 

T asked about the debt due from my father. He said it 
was $90, with interest about 12 years, but said he would 
give ample time to pay as my father had had so much bad 
luck he would be easy about it. I paid him $10. Two years 
afterward I went down and paid the balance. He knocked 
off about $25 of the interest and praised me for my honesty 
and promptness in paying the debt. 

This was the last time I saw the old folks. I have told 
this as an introduction to the character of Richard Ramsey 
who was named for his grandfather Richard Ramsey. Uncle 
Richard Ramsey, third son of Bartholomew Ramsey was 
born in Monroe County 1803, being about the time that 
Thomas Jefferson was negotiating the purchase of Louisiana 
from Napoleon Bonaparte. 
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His wife was Patsey (Martha) Reynolds. I have no 
definite knowledge of her ancestry but maybe she was a 
sister of William Reynolds who used to live just this side of 
the Dogwood Ridge. 

According to information furnished by J. D. Ramsey and 
A. J. Legg, Uncle Rich died 1896 aged 93 years. Aunt Patsy 
died 1900, aged 93. 

Uncle Rich had his leg broken when near 9() years of age, 
but got well. Aunt Patsey fell and was badly hurt and it 
was thought that at her age she would not recover but she 
did get well. Uncle Rich when a boy came to what is now 
Fayette County with his Uncle Joel. They built a camp, 
cleared some land and raised a crop depending on game to 
furnish meat for their living. I have heard Uncle Joel tell 
about crawling into a bear hole and feeling around until he 
would find the bears head and shoot the bear, while it was in 
a dormant state. 

Uncle Rich had his house burned while he and his family 
were living in Fayette. Afterwards moved to Bell Creelc. 
Four counties cornered on his farm, Kanawha, Clay, 
Fayette and Nicholas. Once Rev. Dad Dixon was at Uncle 
Richard's and as they were looking at the tree on which 
three Counties cornered, Rev. Dixon put his arm around 
the tree and said. "I an-i in three Counties at one time." 
Uncle Rich had a switch in his hand and, gave Dixon a rap 
with the switch remarking, "Yes, and I whipped a man in 
three Counties at one time." 

The last time I was at Uncle Richard's he came down on 
Cheney's log train with me to the mouth of Bell Creek. He 
was then 87 years of age, but as jolly as a boy. 

I have heard that while he was never a wicked man in the 
ordinary sense of the word, and always honest and accom 
modating he did not unite with the Church until he was 
perhaps seventy years of age. I have heard who the pastor 
was when he joined the M. E. Church, but forget it now. 
He loaned a lot of money he never got back. 
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Uncle Rich's sons were Jackson Ramsey and William 
Ramsey. He had one daughter, Rebecca who married Wash- 
ington Proctor. She died when her first. child was born. 
Her parents took the child, a girl, and raised her. She al 
ways went by the name of "Babe." I am not informed of 
her history later than when I was at Uncle Rich's, but she 
married I think. 

Jackson Ramsey was born about 1835, died 1918. His 
first wife was Sarah Johnson. She died leaving three sons, 
John, Daniel and Charles. Jackson then married Mary 
Nichols. To them were born ten children, four boys and 
six girls. I do not know all their names. I was acquainted 
with Henry who died some years ago, two sons, Walter and 
Ben are living at Bentree. Walter has a large family. One 
of his daughters married Walter Bird. He died leaving one 
son. They live at Dixie. One daughter married Harvey 
Crist and lives near Ramsey . o., Fayette County. 

Jack Ramsey's widow died in 1925. Jack was a soldier 
in Capt. Ramsey's Company, and I have been told was a 
good soldier. I was fairly well acquainted with Jack. He 
was full of life, very energetic, loved to fox chase and kept 
a number of hounds and could blow his old cow horn and 
call up thirty hounds of his own and his neighbors, when 
he wished t have a chase with Wyatt Rippetoe any 
friend. Then he seemed to get the highest of enjoyment 
from the music made by the hounds while chasing the fox 
over Bell Creek mountains. 

Once it was published in the Cincinnati paper that one of 
Jack Ramsey's girls was out cow hunting and a bear killed 
her and ate her. My brother Wallace read it and supposing 
it to be true afterwards met Jack and asked him about the 
tragedy. Jackson told him the paper had it backwards, that 
the girl killed the bear and ate it,joking of course. If you 
want to know more about Jack Ramsey ask W. H. Ramsey 
t0 tell about the time he drove a cow from Jack Ramsey's to 
his home and what they had for dinner where they stopped 
on the way. 
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William W. Ramsey, eldest son of Richard Ramsey was 
born 1828 and died 1921. His first wife was C. E. Hess, 
widow of Sam Hess, who fell out of a tree when climbing 
for a coon, and got killed. To them were born six children, 
two boys, Frank and James David Ramsey. I do not know 
the girls names, except one was named Martha, now dead. 
B. Frank Ramsey is a]so dead. J. David Ramsey lives near 
Enon, W. Va., being the oldest living grandson of Uncle 
Richard Ramsey, being now 71 years of age. 

I was better acquainted with David Ramsey than any of 
Uncle Richard's folks, as he spent most of the winter of 
1876 and 77, at my father's and my brother Jake's. He 
helped my brother build a sawmill. He loved to fox chase, 
but was a good worker. His wife was a Rippetoe, a good 
family of people. I was at Dave Ramsey's in Dec. 1887, 
when he lived at Bell Creek. Dave has been a life long 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church. His wife had 
two uncles who were Baptist preachers, A. N. Rippetoe and 
Calvin Rippetoe. 

In writing the "bear story," I said I wrote the word 
"mountain rifle" with reverence. Why? Because it was 
a leading factor in making the wilderness a fit place to live. 
How could the early settlers have gotten along without the 
rifle? It was both a necessity and a luxury. Perhaps the 
old rifle gave not only safety, but more pleasure to the 
pioneer than any other one thing. It took some time to load 
it, but that only prolonged the pleasure and added to the 
adventure, making the story more exciting. 

I am receiving a number of letters giving me new infor- 
mation about the Ramsey's causing this history to be much 
more extensive t'an I had planned. Several, have asked if 
I have it in book-form. I have not but hope to have it put 
in book-form sometime in the next year. I shall appreciate 
any information that anyone can give me about the Ramseys. 
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Abner Ramsey 

In the year 1798 Richard Ramsey of Bottetourt County, 
Va., bought 192 acres of land from Philip Cooper on Drop- 
ping Lick Creek in Monroe County, now West Virginia. 
Dropping Lick was the home of the old generation of Wise- 
mans. As was related before six of Richard Ramsey's Sons 
and daughters married Wisemans. I believe three of the 
children of Isaac Wiseman and three of the children of 
Joseph Wiseman, oldest son of Isaac Wiseman, Bartholomew 
Ramseys' wife was as before stated, Margaret Wiseman. 
Abner H. Ramsey was the sixth son of this union. His 
grandson states that he was born April 3, 1815, in Fayette 
Co., W. Va. But I conclude that he was born in Monroe 
Co., as Bartholomew did not move to Fayette Co., until 1820. 
Abner Ramsey's first wife was Jane Hawkins, to whom he 
was married in 1837. They moved to Nicholas County in 
1839. There was born to them eleven children, nine boys 
and two girls, four of which are still living, vii., J. Wesley 
Ramsey, Enoch, W. Va., his children are Gordon B. Ramsey, 
perhaps living in Greenbrier Co., Johnathan Ramsey, 
Widen, W. Va., Grafton Ramsey, Detz Ramsey, and one 
daughter, who I think married a Taylor. 

James Riley Ramsey, second son of Abner H. Ramsey was 
named for his uncle Capt. J. R. Ramsey. His P. 0. is Enoch, 
Clay County, W. Va. His children are Spicer Ramsey, 
Robert Ramsey and Alice Workman. 

Abner Ramsey's daughter Mary E. married Samuel Ham- 
rick, who died some time ago. She has a son, Mack Ham- 
rick, who is a merchant at Enoch. He is said to be very 
intelligent and well educated. Another son, Abner Hamrick, 
is a railroad foreman for Elk River Coal and Lumber Co. 
l-le was a candidate for County Commissioner on the Repub- 
lican Ticket. 
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Another son of Mary E. Hamrick is Benjamin Hamricic. 
She has two daughters, Hëttie Loving and Barbary Salis- 
bury. 

Another son of Abner Ramsey is Benjamin Ramsey, Vola, 
W. Va. One daughter Jane Ramsey married Ethen Hoi- 
combe. I do not have the names of the other children of 
Abner Ramsey and first wife, but I expect to get them later. 

Abner Ramsey's second wife was Eunice Kyle to whom 
he was married in 1860. She died in 1876, leaving no child- 
ren. 

For his third wife Abner Ramsey married Almira Ham- 
rick, daughter of William Hamrick one of the first settlers 
of Clay County. To them were born two children one of 
which still lives, Sidney R. Ramsey, Enoch, W. Va. 

Abne.r H. Ramsey died in 1904, aged about 89 years. He 
lies buried at what is known as the Ramsey graveyard. This 
graveyard consists of one acre deeded by Abner Ramsey to 
the Commonwealth as a public burying ground. lt was 
surveyed by HOn. W. R. Bails who also wrote the deed and 
took the acknowledgement from said Abner Ramsey. W. R. 
Bails now lives in Charleston, W. Va, He was Representa- 
tive in Legislature from Clay Co., in 1915. From him I got 
a good part of my information about Abner Ramsey. He 
says "Abner Ramsey was generous and loved to crack a joke 
the best of any old man I ever saw." 

Another person says, "He was fond of hunting, lived on a 
farm after his honorable discharge from the army. Was 
fond of raising turkeys and bees. It can be ttuly said that 
he sljent most of the latter part of his life with his bees. 
He was noted by all who knew him for his gentleness and 
hospitality, but w1en his temper was riled he was shunned 
by all." 

He was a member of the lvi. E. Church and contributed 
freely to the calls of the same. Abner Ramsey, was a firm 
conscientious Union man. Although past the draft age of 
45, he volunteered in first year of the War 1861, and served 
to 1865. He was in Captain Powell's Company under Col. 
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Ola. He drew a pension after the war. I am glad that I 
had one Uncle that was loyal enough, brave enough, and 
loved the right enough to volunteer, leave home, endure the 
hardships of a soldiers life as Uncle Abner Ramsey did. 

I never had the opportunity of seeing Uncle Abner Ram- 
sey, being the only one of my uncles I did not see. 

Many things in my life that I have missed, I regret. If 
he was living now I surely would go and visit him. I have 
been told that he was a large man. Besides farming, as 
spoken of above, he used to run a saw-mill, and a cane mill. 
He x,.ras paralyzed in his last days, but manifested a latent 
energy as long as he was able to go about. 

You will notice that his wit was spoken of above. I believe 
that is a characteristic of a number of the Ramseys but 
very few of them being noted for superior intelligence or 
oratory, The Wiseman's are more noted along this line than 
the Ramseys. 

There seems however to be some quick thinking in case 
of emergency and a steady going firmness as well as a 
strong passion inherited from Scotch ancestry by the Ram- 
seys. The most of the Ramseys were industrious and not 
afraid of taking hold of a difficult job, such as trying to dig 
out a living from the mountain sides of Fayette, Nicholas, 
Monroe and Clay Counties. Such work was necessary in 
t.he early settling of these counties. They did their work 
well. Now as civilization has changed it remains to be seen 
whether their descendants will piove their worth under new 
conditions, whether future history can record that they did 
their work as well as their ancestors. New inventions and 
new conditions call for exercise of talents along different 
lines. Talents inherited must not be buried because of new 
conditions, but should be used for the betterment of the 
world or the inheritance will prove a curse instead of a bless- 
ing to those to whom they are contributed. If I ever get the 
history of the Ramseys ready for book form I hope to have 
a tabulated statement of all of Uncle Abner Ramseys de- 
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scendants as well as that of all of Bartholomew Ramsey's 
sons and daughters. 

Facts and figures do not often make interesting reading 
in newspapers but serve a good purpose for reference in 
future. 

Elizabeth Letty Ramsey Legg 

A brief account of each son of Bartholomew Ramsey has 
now been written except one son Charles Ramsey who died 
when a young man, perhaps about 2:1 years of age. About 
all I know of him is that he was a worthy young man as my 
mother told me. I understand that he died about 1843. 

Next I take one of the two daughters of Bartholomew 
Ramsey, viz., Elizabeth Letty Ramsey, always known to me 
as Aunty Betty Legg. She was born Nov. 6, 1812 in Monroe 
County and was therefore 8 years of age when with her 
par.ents she came to Nicholas County, now Fayette. She 
was about nine months younger than my mother. She and 
two of her brothers married into the same family, being 
son and daughters of Thomas Legg, 

Her husband was William Legg, who was also born in 
Monroe County, April 13, 1817, being more than 4 years 
younger than his wife. To them were born four sons and 
four daughters, as follows: 

Charles Henderson Legg, born Jan. 4, 1839, died 1930. 
Margaret H. Legg, born Sept. 27, 1841 and died 1920. 
Elizabeth Mary Legg, born March 29, 1844, died July 3, 

1925. 
Nancy Jennie Legg, born July 20, 1846, died May 28, 

1878. 
William McGinnis Legg, born March 16, 1849, died 1924. 
Martha A. Legg, born Sept. 7, 1851, died May 29, 1881. 
Andrew Dixon Legg, born Oct. 1, 1854, living. Josiah 

Dwight Legg, born August 31, 1857, living. 
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If there were any other children I do not have an account 
of them. 

Thomas Legg, father of Uncle William Leg was born 
perhaps about 1789 and died at Uncle Bill Legg's about 1879 
or 1880, I have not exact dates. 

His wife Betsey Nutter was near his age and died 1869. 
I do not know Thomas Legg's fathers name, nor his wife's 

fathers name, except he was always spoken of by my mother 
as Granddaddy Nutter. I here insert a part of a letter to 
me by A. J. Legg. 
"Dear Friend Clark: 

I am writing you concerning your history. You say you 
know but little about my great grandfather Thomas Legg's 
ancestors and speak of only one brother, James Legg. Fils 
brother William lived on Laurel Creek near Tipton and 
raised a large family, viz., Jesse, Elijah, William, Eli, Levi, 
and Jarrett. Daughters, Fanny Walker and Mrs. Dunbar. 
He had a brother John, who went from Monroe County to 
Lee County, Va. One of great grandmother Legg's sisters 
married a Kyle and one a Blake and lived in Kanawha Co." 

Uncle William Legg and Aunt Betty lived I think all their 
married life on what was a part of Bartholomew Ramseys 
original tract of land." Uncle Bill as we always called him 
was optimistic, looking at the bright side of life even amidst 
poverty, and what would be considered discouragements to 
most persons. 

One time Uncles Bill, Burdette and Tom were at our 
house. The set time to return home had come and Meadow 
River was too high to cross. It kept raining and raining. 
Uncle Burdette and Uncle Torn were fretting about things 
at their homes. They seemed to have a bad case of "blues." 
Uncle Bill was the oldest. He ran out in the yard and called 
out, "Boys I can beat you jumping." 

Uncle Bill always held family prayer. I remember when 
I was a boy and was at his house when we were called in for 
prayer. Uncle Bill was class leader in the M. E. Church for 
perhaps 60 years. 11e and Aunt Betty were always so kind 
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and pleasant to me as a boy that when mother and I were 
in Fayette visiting I would rather stay at Uncle Bills than 
anywhere else. 

Perhaps Aunt Betty was of a more thrifty turn of mind 
than Uncle Bili. I think she was more of "Martha than a 
Mary." 

As a proof of their hospitality, grandfather Legg was 
taken care of by them in his last days and grandmother 
Ramsey who was blind for years, lived and died at their 
house. Rev. Andrew Dixon also blind spent his last years 
with them. I have reason to believe that Uncle Bill and 
Aunt Betty will have a bright mansion in Heaven as a re- 
ward for giving their best to these three old people who 
otherwise were without homes. 

J remember going to Uncle Bill's one evening in 1892 and 
seeing Uncle Bill churning while Aunt Betty was getting 
supper, a familiar scene. I think this was the last time I 
saw Uncle Bill. He died March 22, 1895. This would make 
hirn 78 years of age. So far as I am able to learn none of 
his brothers or sisters lived to be 80 years of age. 

Aunt Betty died Dec. 11, 1902, being 90 years old. She 
kept her vigor up to a short time before she died. In Novem- 
ber before she died, she was at her son Dixon's, and started 
to go back home but was stricken with some form of help- 
lessness and could not reach home, but lay out all night not 
far from her home and was found next morning almost 
perished. 

She was taken on home and died not many weeks after- 
wards at her son's Josiah Legg, where she had made her 
home for sorne years before. 

Uncle Bill and Aunt Betty's oldest son Charles Legg de- 
serves a whole chapter to himself. I-lis first wife was a 
Grose to whom he was married when he was about 21 years 
of age. Tö this union were born eight children all living 
yet. 1-Jis second wife was Sorena Hull. To them were born 
seven children all living yet. 
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Charles Legg is now past 88 years of age and able to warn 
about and all of his 15 children are living. He is the oldest 
living grandson of Bartholomew Ramsey. He has been a 
hard worker all his life and raised a respectable family of 
boys and girls. He tried to give his children the best educa 
tion possible for him not only along literary lines, but in 
industry, morality and religion. Some of them are farmers, 
some teachers, some in business successfully. Since his 
second wife died suddenly, he and his children have lived at 
the home place, part of the time with no woman to do the 
housework. 

11e is turned somewhat like his father in that that he is 
cheerful and optimistic. He has his mother's trait of prac- 
ticing thrift. I have said that my wife would rather see 
Charley Legg coming to our house than any other of my 
relations. He is entertaining in his talk. He is a man who 
has always put duty before pleasure. He has a certain kind 
of wit that manifests itself in his talk. But along with that 
is deep conviction of right principles. He has been a life 
long member of the M. E. Church and has lived a life fully 
up to his profession. 

The names of his children are as follows: 
A. Jackson Legg, born 1861. Has eight children. 
E. J. Cavendish wife of Joseph Cavendish. Has nine 

children and seven grand-children. 
W. M. Legg born 1865. Has 8 children and 4 grand 

children. 
Ira W. Legg, born 1867. Has 8 children and 4 grand- 

chBclren. 
E. Susan Mason wife of Gus Mason, born 1870. Has 

6 children and 9 grand children. 
G. C. Legghas one child. 
Gideon M. Legghas two children living, and one 

grand child. 
Lillian Hawkinshas three children. 

Chas. Legg's children to his second wife are: 
1. Ruby Bowyors. She has two children. 
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Clinton Legg. 
Clarence Legg who has three children. 
Lawrence Legg. 
Georgie Crawford, who has 3 children. 
Ava Crosier, who has 2 children. 
Francis Legg. 

If I count right this makes seventy descendants of Chas. 
H. Legg living at the present time. 

Aunt Betty Legg's second child was Margaret H. Legg 
who married Wash Cart. I only knew one of her children, 
Annie who I believe married a Fink and lives at Victor. 

Elizabeth Mary Legg married Wesley Farr a noted old 
time school teacher and a devoted Methodist. 

To them were born as follows: 
Miss Eilen J. Farr of Fayetteville, W. Va. 
Leonard J. Farr of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Grant C. Farr of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Walter Farr, perhaps in Raleigh County. 
Arthur Farr, Hartford, W. Va. 
Lud Farr, Ramsey, W. Va. 
John Farr, Ramsey, W. Va. 
Rosie Farr Kincaid, Ramsey, W. Va. 
Susan Farr Champ, deceased. 

Space forbids writing much on this family at present and 
my knowledge is about as scarce as the space. I venture to 
say that John Farr's wife is W. H. Ramseys daughter, Jessie, 
who attended my school. Also Lud Farr's wife is Faye 
ffawver whom I remember as a good student in my school 
and a good organist. 

Nancy Jennie Legg married Harvey Crookshanks. She 
died May 28, 1878 leaving one daughter, Gencie, who lived 
with lier grandparents until she married William Neal who 
died about 1901. She lives at Ansted. 

William McGinnis Legg married Polly Ann Hawkins. To 
them were born 7 boys and 4 girls all lived to maturity. 
Now living 2 girls and 6 boys. Besides their own children 
they raised one grandchild, James Legg, and one adopted 
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child, Belle Penningtoii, who Mack Legg told me was the 
best child he raised. She was a granddaughter of the late 
William H'umphreys. 

Their oldest son Isaac W. Legg married Sarah Humes. To 
them were born 13 children, 11 of them living. 

James Nichols Legg married Mollie Ramsey, daughter of 
George Ramsey. She died when her second child was about 
a week old, lier first child was burned to death. 

Nick's second wife was Katie Hall. They have one child. 
William K. Legg died at about 21 years of age. 
Walter H. Legg married Pansy McClung, daughter of 

G. N. McClung. They live at Mt. Lookout. They have 11 
children living and one dead. 

Walter Legg is a successful merchant, and farmer and a 
prominent member of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. 

Marion T. Legg married Sylvia Shawver. They have 5 
children, all living. Marion lives at Mt. Lookout and has 
served as deputy Assessor under Orner Robinson. 

Fred R. Legg married Mamie Shaffer. They have 4 
children living and 2 dead. Joe L. Legg married Ella Ma- 
graw. 

Julema Legg married A. E. Shawver. They have 5 child- 
ren. 

Cora A. Legg married Samuel Lanchester, and died a few 
years after their marriage. 

Bettie J. Legg died at about 21 years of age perhaps from 
T. B. 

Esta Legg married Wallace Brown. They have 4 children. 
Martha Ann Legg daughter of William and Elizabeth 

Legg married a Cavendish. She dieci when in her 30th year. 
I think she left one or two children. 

Andrew Dixon Leg.g was named for Rev. Andrew Dixon 
known as Dad Dixon who was a minister in the M. E. 
Church. 

A. D. Legg married Mildred H:awkins, a daughter of 
Nicholas Hawkins. Died June 2, 1922. To them were born 
as follows: 
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Adrian A. Legg born Feb. 20, 1881. He married Bessie 
Pettit of Calhoun Co. They have one son, Harold. 

Miiroy Legg born August 31, 1883, died from burn, Dec. 
1, 1885. 

Ilallie O. Lgg born March 10, 1893. 11e married Daisy 
Terry. They have two girls, Opal and Olive. 

Elba B. Legg born Aug. 12, 1898. Died Aug. 24, 1918. 
Opal A. Legg born Nov. 21, 1900. She married Ortie 

Crookshanks. They have two children, William and Evelyn. 
The following is a letter from Miss Mae Legg, Josiah 

Legg's daughter. 
Mr. J. C. Ramsey, Pool, W. Va. 
Dear Uncle Clark: 

As you wrote Joe asking him to give you some informa- 
tion in Grandpa Legg's family, I'll write what I can. Grand- 
pa was class leader from the time he was 18 years old until 
his death. And they use to hold meetings at Aunt Betsey 
Crookshank's house and then at the White Schoolhouse be- 
fore Richmond Chapel was built. I expect, Dad Dixon, as 
we called him, was the first preacher or one of the first. His 
body is buried at the Cemetery on the hill above Richmond 
Chapel. The first settlement was on our place at the foot 
of the hill where Bartholomew Ramsey and I think his 
brother came and built a shanty out of bark and stayed and 
raised a crop before the family carne. 

Grandmother Ramsey, that is grandmother Legg's 
mother was blind about 15 years before her death. Grandpa 
and grandmother Legg kept her. Grandmother and grand- 
father Ramsey are buried at the Crist grave-yard. 

You ask who my mother was, before her marriage. She 
was Willie Anne McCutcheon. She was born Jan. 2, 181. 
Died March 21, 1898. My father married Anne Hendrickson 
Nov. 5, 1899. 

I was born May 27, 1879. 
Nellie Legg Hess was born Nov. 27, 1900, and married 

Herbert Hess April 17, 1921. She has three children living, 
two boys and one girl and one baby dead. 
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Maude Legg Hess was born July 13, 1902, married Bartley 
Hess Dec. 20, 1922, and has two children, both boys. 

Yours truly, 
MAE LEGG. 

James Riley Ramsey 

The history of the Ramseys has reached James Riley 
Ramsey, the fifth son of Bartholomew Ramsey. Not that I 
am entirely done with each of his sons about which I have 
written, but expect to get more facts about them later and 
thought that I had better have an article on each one lest 
some of their descendants were getting restless. 

As James Riley Ramsey was my father it may not seem 
bûst for me to give au cstin'ate of his character as I might 
be accused of being partial. So I shall start in by giving 
some other persons' estimate of him. Rev. Geo. C. Wilding 
who was preacher in charge here and knew him well, in 
writing about the persons in Nicholas County, calls him 
'Grim Old Captain Ramsey." Capt. J. J. Halstead said he 
was very anxious to capture him in time of Civil War but 
said that Capt. Ramsey was "sly as a red fox." Now Gen- 
eral Cornwallis called George Washington a fox, as he said, 
"In the morning we will bag the fox," speaking of Wash- 
ington the evening before the battle of Princeton. There 
now. He was old, he was grim, he was sly. Well I never 
heard him spoken of as using "chicanery". I do not know 
what that word means, but I have used so many monosyl- 
lables, I want to use a big word to relieve the monotony and 
that word came in to my mind and I am sure I am using it 
right regardless of what it means, as T am sure if it was 
charged against him I never heard of it. One man said his 
picture looked like the picture of Zachary Taylor. Taylor 
was designated as Rough and Ready. Now these terms all 

sound somewhat alike, describing one side of his character, 
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but if some one could have seen him pick up a little child 
on his lap and talk so kind to it he would have seen some 
other points in his character not portrayed by the preced- 
ing terms. He was kind to his children, but very firm. I 
do not know how many times he whipped his older chil- 
dren, but I do know that one whipping sufficed for me. 

James Riley Ramsey was always regular to attend church 
and took special interest in Sunday School. He was familiar 
with the Bible and could quote a great deal of scripture. 
The 8th and 19th Psalms were favorites with him. He 
bought a Testament and Psalms combined 3 or 4 years be- 
fore he died which I have now and I find many places 
marked in it by him. 

He farmed all his life. Also he was a good stone-mason. 
Two evidences of that aie first the chimney to the old house 
on my place that he built about 1853 is one of the attrac- 
tions that causes remarks of praise by every observer. 
Another sample of his work are those old stone bridge pil- 
lars at the mouth of Gauley. These were built under his 
management in 1849. Look at them and notice how smooth 
and exact and substantial they are. His work never had 
to be done over again, from building a chimney to sharpen- 
ing a hoe ot building a house or hoeing coin. He would not 
work with a dull tool. He was a good blacksmith and took 
special interest in repairing guns. Fie was a good shot with 
a rifle, loved to hunt deer while there were any. After 
they were gone lie loved to hunt squirrels, etc. 

James Riley Ramsey never used tobacco. He warned his 
boys against the use of it. I want to mention right here 
that W. C. Ramsey now 83 years of age never used tobacco 
and when the pitchfork handle was run in him, the doctors 
said if he had used tobacco or whiskey they could not have 
saved his life. Also I want to add that the doctor said if 
Robert Ramsey who is now blind had not used tobacco he 
could have saved his eyes. Boys and men as well take 
warning and let tobacco alone. Quit it if you have begun 
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using it, do not begin if you have not used it. You will 
live longer and enjoy life better without it. 

My father was healthy and active at 77 years of age and 
was not gray headed, bidding fair to live to be 100 years 
old, but died of typhoid fever while visiting in Ohio and is 
buried at Mt. Zion M. E. Church 4 miles west of Gallipolis. 
James Riley Ramsey was born May 6, 1810, in Monroe 
County, Va., now West Virginia. He came with his fathers 
family to Nicholas in what is now Fayette in 1820. He mar- 
ried Jane Legg, oldest daughter of Thomas and Betsey Legg 
who lived in Panther Mt., June 22, 1831. The house in 
which they were married stood where Bub Rennick lived 
who tore it down about 1888. 

To this union were born eleven children as follows: 
Thomas Addison Ramsey, born April 1, 1832. 
John Reed Ramsey, born October 2, 1835. 
Edmund Casset Ramsey, born January 7, 1834. 
Wesley Marion Ramsey, born Sept. 13, 1837. 
Nicholas Hance Ramsey, born January 12, 1839. 
Margaret Ann Ramsey, born March 11, 1841. Died Feb- ruary 28, 1842, aged less than 1 year. 
Wallace Cromwell Ramsey, born May 4, 1843. 
William Harrison Ramsey, born August 1, 1845. Died 

March 4, 1846, aged less than 1 year. 
Jacob Koontz Ramsey, born December 23, 1849. 
Polina Jane Ramsey, born August 3, 1852. Died Novem- 

ber 19, 1853, aged 15 months. 
James Clark Ramsey, born May 25, 1858. 
I expect to take up each of these separately except the 

ones who died in infancy. 
James Riley Ramsey lived for perhaps twenty years on 

the farm afterwards known as the Bob Crist farm. On 
March 10, 1851, he moved with his family which consisted 
of himself, wife and seven sons to Wilderness District Nich- 
olas County. He bought 400 acres of land there on which 
he put up a log house about 16 by 20 feet and one story, 
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covered with 4 ft. boards held on by press-poles with a 
puncheon floor. The puncheons were poplar logs split and 
the surface hewed smoothly with strips nailed over some 
of the cracks between them. The house logs were round 
with the cracks chinked and daubed with clay. A stone 
chimney with a fire place about 4 ft. wide served for heat- 
ing and cooking. Two rocks served to keep the front-fore- 
sticks off the ashes. There was a back log usually a gum, 
maple or hickory. Oak bark or some smaller wood fur- 
nished coals foi' baking. Th baker and lid would be placed 
on the fire until heated to the desired temperature. 
Coals were shoveled out from under the fore stick placed 
on the hearth the baker set on them, the corn dough put in 
the baker the lid placed on, and coals shoveled on top of the 
lid and left till the bread was done. No bread has ever 
tasted better to rue than that. 

My father bought a cooking stove about 1870, being 
about second or third cooking stove ever used in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Farmers cut their small grain with a sickle, cutting a 
single handful at a time; in this way a good hand could cut 
about one acre a day. But father made a grain cradle, i 
think he said the first one used in the neighborhood. I am 
not sure what date but guess about 1850. 

Mills for grinding grain for bread were turned by water 
power. When the water was low we used to go sometimes 
10 to 15 miles to mill. I used to go to Hominy Falls where 
the mill was turned by a large over-shot wheel. It was 
twelve miles from our place. Sometimes I got back night 
and sometimes the next day. Sometimes we would go to 
Jone's mill on lvlidifietry Creek 2 or 3 miles from Summers- 
ville. It was customary to take 11,6 or 2 bushels of grain 
on horseback. 

Shoes and boots were all home-made. My brother Reed 
and Addison were shoe-makers. They were kept busy about 
November and December making boots and shoes for the 
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winter wear. Nearly all boys and men wore boots which came up nearly to the knee. I think David Groves made the first pair of boots I ever had. I think I was about 9 years of age. I used to get very anxious for my turn to come to 
have new boots. Our clothing was home-made. Wool was Larded by hand or at the carding machine On Muddletry. 
Spun on a spinning wheel turned by hand or foot power. 
The big wheel was turned by hand and little wheel by foot 
power. Then the threads were woven into cloth in a loom. 
The yarn or cloth was colored with walnut bark. This made 
a pretty, dark brown color. 

Most all mothers made their childrens clothes. Usually there was a woman tailor in the neighborhood to make the men's and larger boys clothing. I think it was Betsey I;uk1 that stad t our house ana made a coat for nì, the first I remember having. Mrs. Ned Ayers and the widow 
Anderson who married John Deitz were the most famous tailors in our neighborhood. They made a suit for me 
&nce consisting of a round-a-bout and pants. 

When James Riley Ramsey moved to Wilderness District 
he and the boys cleared 10 acres and put in corn the first 
year. Part of the hands that rolled the logs came from 
Fayette before breakfast. They rolled the logs and went 
out and killed a deer that evening. After living in the 
small house for two or three years they built a good two- 
story log house. The house is 20 by 24 feet with a good 
oak floor and tongued and groved inch and a quarter lum- 
ber sawed by hand with what was termed a "whoop-saw". 
The house stands in good shape yet and has a stone chim- 
ney which attracts attention of many persons because of 
its well built, nicely dressed appearance. The old log house 
first built served as a kitchen until about 1876, when a new 
frame kitchen was built. 

The last work done by James R. Ramsey was helping put 
the second roof on the aforesaid log house. This was in 
September, 1887. The old roof had been on about 33 years. 
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The shingles had been partly red oak and partly black oak. 

The new roof was all of red oak, made from one tree. It 
took 4200 shingles 20 inches long to cover it. I remember 
father said when done, "That roof will be all I shall ever 
need." He died in three weeks after this. He was very 
active at that time could walk all over the roof with the 
steadiness of a young man. His health was such that he 
would have lived to the age of 100 years before dying of 
old age. 

He walked to Hawksnest when starting to Ohio. He took 

typhoid fever and died after two weeks sickness. 

His gïave is marked by a small monument at Mt. Zion 

M. E. Church four miles from Gallipolis. 

My brother Wallace Ramsey waited on my father in his 

last sickness. Doctor Watts was the attending physician, 
who made 6 trips to see him and all was done that was pos- 

sible to save his life. He died on Sunday morning, Oct. 2, 

1887. His last words were "Christ is all in all." 
His life was not perfect in every respect, but his prayers 

always indicated a penitent spirit and a desire for more 
holy living and a trust in 3esus as his Savior. 

R. S. Ramsey and Trip to Monroe 

August 9, 1927, found me at Columbus, Ohio. W. H. 

Ramsey, W. C. Ramsey, Mrs. W. C. Ramsey, C. E. Pinney 
and myself motored from Columbus to Washington Court 
House, Comty seat of Fayette County, Ohio, to visit Rich 

ard S. Ramsey, S}riff of Fayette County, Ohio. W. H. 
Ramsey is Sheriff of Fayette County, W. Va., and Richard 
S. Ramsey is sheriff of Fayette County, Ohio. While at the 
home of Richard S. Ramsey we were treated to a fine din- 
ner and shown some very interesting relics, etc. He has 
a clock that has been in the Ramsey family for 150 years. 
It is the kind that is in the song, "My grandfather's clock 
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was too tall for the shelf, So it stood 90 years ori the floor." 
But this one did not stop short when grandfather died, but 
still "tick tocks" as ever. 

Sheriff Ramsey showed us where a mob gathered to take 
a prisoner from the Court House when the sheriff of Fay- 
ette County, Ohio, had his men to fire on the mob and killed 
2 or 3 of them which dispersed thé mob. I counted 16 bul- 
let holes in the Court House door. 

He also showed us the elevation of Washington Court 
House which is 980 feet above sea level. 

It is rather peculiar that the County seat of Fayette 
County, Ohio, should have the name Washington Court 
House. 

In response to my request I received the following: 

"Sheriff's Ofilce Fayette Co., Ohio. 
Washington C. H., Ohio 

August 21, 1927. 
J. C. Ramsey, Mt. Nebo, W. Va. 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a sketch of the lines of Ramseys as I have 
them. 

My daughter Mary who was to have copied and sent you 
notes has been ill so that any errors in typing will be 
charged to me. 

With best wishes I am 
Very truly yours, 

R. S. RAMSAY. 
Genealogy Ramsay. 
Thomas Ramsay, born 1740, died Sept. married 

Elizabeth Cross. To him and Elizabeth Cross Ramsey 
were born ten children: William, Samuel C., Rebecca C., 
Charles, Thomas, Isabel, Joseph, Robert W., Elizabeth, and 
an infant. 

Thomas Ramsey was granted a deed in 1792 to a tract 
of land in Pennsylvania for services rendered in the Revolu- 
tionary War. While acting in the capacity of private in 
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Capt. James McFarland's Company, Cumberland County 
Militia, Thomas Wallace Lieutenant. 

William Ramsey, born June 3, 1775, died Nov. 7, 1855. 
Emigrated to Ohio and settled in Adams Co., Ohio. Rich- 
ard Ramsay, son of William Ramsay, born February 14, 
1810. Died Jan. 24, 1885, at Winchester, Adams County, 
Ohio. 

Milton Coulter Ramsey, son of Richard Ramsay, born 
April 6, 1837. Died Nov. 15, 1919. 

Richard Stephen Ramsay, born Jan. 1, 1869, son of Mil- 
ton Coulter Ramsay. (This is the sheriff. J. C. R.) 

In Fayette Ccainty, Penna., of which Uniontown is the 
County seat still stands the old Ramsay Homestead, built 
of stone and in the name of Ramsay. 

A few years ago the old iron furnaces were still standing. 
It was from this place that the Grandfather's clock, that 
you saw in my home came. 

This clock came into the possession of Thomas Ramsay 
in payment of a debt owed him by Henry Gallatin, who 
was afterwards minister to France and also to England. 

This clock has its original face and hands and keeps splen- 
did time and is held in trust by my son, Charles J. Ramsay, 
who was the youngest male Ramsay at the time of the 
death of my Uncle W. W. Ramsay, D. D. 

I should have said that Thomas Ramsay came from Scot-. 
land and tradition says he was knighted. I believe our fam- 
ily and yours would trace back to the original parent if all 
the lines should be established. 

I would appreciate if at sometime you will send me a his- 
tory of your family branch and any information I can give 
you relative to our lines will be gladly forwarded. 

R. S. RAMSAY." 

This Ramsay uses "a" in the last syllable while we use 
"e" but as there are no rules observed in spelling ploper 
names, we aie probably of the sanie stock. 
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I notice in the Monroe County History the "a" is used. 
August 12, 1927, W. H. Ramsey and myself visited the 

old Richard Ramsey farm 8 miles south of Union, Monroe 
County, W. Va. This land was deeded to Richard in 1798. 
It lies on Dropping Lick Creek a branch of lndian Creek. 
There are two oid log buildings on the farm. I was in each 
of them. One has once been a fair house, two stories high, 
with stairs still standing. This we thought might have been 
the house once occupied by Richard Ramsey, and informa- 
tion obtained latei leads me to conclude tha tit is. But 
near the house now occupied by a family by name of Martin 
is an old log house that is perhaps not more than 12 by 16 
feet. It is in the head of a hollow near a spring. Steep 
mountains extend up from this spring. On top of one of 
these mountains is a grave yard. The house occupied by 
Mr. Martin is now owned by a Mr. Ellison, and part of it 
was built by John Ramsey. In the deed books in Clerk's 
office at Union, is shown that Richard Ramsey's farm was 
deeded to Wm. Bean, and from William Bean to Daniel 
Ramsey and then to John Ramsey. From John Ramsey 
and through others to J. J. Ellison the present owner. 

J. N. Wiseman tells me where Daniel Ramsey lived and 
from his description this is the original Ramsey farm. I 
failed to find any Ramseys living in Monroe County. 

i find the following on gravestones near the Ramsey 
faim: John Ramsey, born Feb. 6, 1826, died June 8, 1883. 
George Weikel, born July 30, 1827, died Aug. 22, 1898. 

We visited the old Rehobeth Church two miles east of 
lJfliOfl. I SUPPOSe it was named from the place where Isaac 
digged a well and was not molested, and said, "For now the 
Lord hath made room for us and we shall be faithful in 
the land." Genesis 26-22. 

The history of Monroe County says this church was built 
in 1786 two yeai's after the Methodist Church was organ. 
ized in America. Bishop Asbuiy the first bishop of the 
Methodist Church preached at this place. It is the first 
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Methodist Church built West of the Allegheny Mountains. 
Here Asbury held sessions of the Greenbrier £onference in 
1790-1792-1796. The land on which the church stands was 
owned by Edward Keenan who deeded it to the Methodist 
Church Trustees. The church is 21 by 29 feet. 

The church has been rebuilt by placing new logs where 
old ones were rotted and covered with boards put on with 
press poles and knees like they did when nails were not 
obtainable. It had a gallery sufficient to seat almost as 
many persons as the lower floor. The pulpit still remains. 
It was built of poplar and Walnut. The old book board 
(sounding board common to early churches) is gone. A 
rousing preacher split it with his fist while emphasizing 
his sermon. This being the only church in the neighbor- 
hood it was attended by the early Ramseys, Wisemans, and 
others. 

I find on the grave stones near the od church the fol- 
lowing: Nancy Keenan born 1755, died 1810. Sarah E. 
Wiseman died March 24, 1884, aged 58 years. James lion- 
aker died Feb. 5, 1831. Charlotte Honaker, born 1827, died 
1907. 

Edward Keenan, born 1742, died 1828. I also noticed 
the name Rowan, which reminded me of Andrew Rowan 
the hero from Monroe County who carried a message to 
Gorcia time of the Spanish American War. A full account 
of the achievements of Andrew Rowan is given in the his 
tory of Monroe County, which history can be obtained at 
Unionj Only a few copies are left. It contains guite a lot 
of history of interesting events. I have often heard my 
mother speak of Aunt Fanny Soapes, probably spelt Swope. 
In that history I find she was a sister to Grandmother 
Thomas Legg and wife of Johnathan Swope, whose father 
was Joseph Swope who was taken captive by the Indians in 
1756 and kept by them until 1774. He was sentenced to be 
killed by an Indian Council for a trick he played on an in- 
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than boy, but his life was saved by Cornstalk's mother who 
was the queen of the tribe. 

He married Catherine Sullivan. She once was hunting 
at night and when the dogs "treed" she remained by the 
tree till next morning and saw four panthers up the tree. 
She shot three of them and one got away. 

She once gave dinner to six Indians who repaid her by 
killing a fine deer and giving it to her. 

When 60 years old she rode 8 miles in the night over a 
dangerous road to help a woman who was sick. 

My Mother 

Many blessings that have attended my life appeal to me 
for gratitude but the one that stands out more prominent 
than any other is the fact that my mother's life was ex- 
tended until I was thirty-one years of age. 

The most distressing scenes of my life have been that 
of mothers dying and leaving little children with no one to 
soothe them as only mothers can do. 

My mother was 46 years of age and gray-haired when I 
was born. So I was her "baby" the remainder of her life. 
Her pet name for me was "Jimmie Clark." When I have 
trouble now that is hard to bear I long to tell mother. One 
of the coldest nights that I ever experienced I administei'ed 
to the last physical want of my mother, That was giving 
her as she called for it a sup of water. Within a minute or 
two J otieed her breathing stopped. She had been almost 
helpless for nearly a year. I had the honor of waiting on 
her at night all that time. It seems to me now that I wish 
I could do that over again. I would surely be more kind 
than I was. But she told Aunt Jane Huifman the day be- 
fore she died that I was always ready to respond when she 
called me anytime in the night. She also told her that she 
was praying that all of her boys would meet her in Heaven. 
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She breathed her last just after midnight February 7, 
1889. The persons present were myself, Albert Odell (now 
Rev. A. O. O'Dell), my wife and Jane Ramsey, now Mrs. 
Jane Brown. The first woman to come was Mrs. Mat Boley. 

My mother as she had requested lies buried at Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church where three of her Sons and other rela- 
tions are buried. My mother's maiden name was Jane Legg, 
daughter of Thomas Legg and Betsey Nutter Legg. She was 
the oldest child. Her brothers and sisters were William 
Legg whose wife was Betty Ramsey, Ruth Legg who mar- 
ried John W. Ramsey, Thomas Legg whose first wife was a 
Neal, Burdette Legg, whose wife was Millie Neal, Edmond 
Legg, Matilda Legg, who married George Shawver, known 
as Brother Shawver as he called every man brother, Samuel 
Legg whose wife was Rebecca Easter. My mother was 
born February 12, 1812, about time of our second war with 
Great Britain. She was born in Monroe County, Va., now 
W. Va. Her parents came to Nicholas County when she 
was a small girl. I do not know exact date. I have a vivid 
recollection of Grand-father and grand-mother Legg. Af- 
ter Grand-mother Legg died Grand-father Legg staid quite 
a while at our house. He used to read the bible a great deal. 
He said he liked my father's large bible as it was good print 
and had the Apocrypha in it. Boys and girls how many of 
you know what the Apocrypha is? He used to tell me bible 
stories and told me to read it for myself. I think his in- 
fluence caused me to read the bible through. My mother 
was not a very good reader, so I read, Psalms, Proverbs and 
the New Testament through to my mother. 

I know but little about my grand-father's ancestors. I 

only know of one brother, that was Uncle Jim Legg whose 
wife was Jennie Ellis. They used to live 011 the farm now 

owned by Turp Moore. 

My grand-mother had several full sisters and a brother 
and some half brothers and a sister. One sister was Aunt 
Ruth Pearson wife of Hiram Pearson. One sister Myram 
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married Samuel Dorsey and another sister Nellie, married 
Williams. I think Sinnett Williams. One brother was 

Matthew Nutter father of R. P. Nutter and once lived 
where I-i. P. Nutter now lives. Her half brothers were John 
Nutter, Jerry N utter, Levi Nutter and Grandison Nutter. 
Her half-sister was Rachel Brown, wife of Alex Brown. I 
do not remember of any other brothers and sisters, but 
think I have not mentioned all of them. 

My brother Wallace in speaking of his earliest recollec- 
tions tells of mother telling him if he would wear his apron 
she would take him to Beckey Hull's. My first recollection 
is of mother making rue a pair of trousers out of a pair of 
Dad Dixon's old linen breeches. She put them on me and 
hung my dress up on a laurel hook by the stair door. 

My mother had a very hard time all her life. She had no 
daughters that lived to be of any help to her. There were 
eight boys lived to maturity and she had to prepare their 
food and clothing. Make their clothing from wool or linen 
made of flax raised on the farm. Clothing was not kept for 
sale in the stores and if it had been there was nothing with 
which to buy it. She knit their socks and darned the holes 
in them. She patched their clothes after she had made 
them all by hand. She spun the sewing thread from flax 
that she had scutched and hackled herself. How many boys 
and girls now know what a scutching knife and board and 
a flax break and hackle are? 

Many were the nights that mother tired and worn out 
sat up arid sewed or knit by lire light. Lamps were not in 
use then. Sometimes she could have tallow candles made 
by herself, and sometimes not. Yet amidst all this she was 
usually cheerful. When trouble came almost unbearable 
she would say, "The Lord will provide". She would some- 
times come hito my bed room and I could hear hei' prayers 
in a whisper. Oft I have heard her singing, "When we've 
been there ten thousand years brought shining as the Sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise than when we rst 
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begun". Another song ran like this, "I have some friends 
in Glory, I sometime hope to see, And there's others on 
their journey and they'll pray for me." 

My mother was a life long member of the Methodist 
Church. She was sympathetic to the poor. Whenever a 
child was around she would ask them to have a piece of 
bread and butter, or pie if she had it. 

She had no teeth for years before she died. She was af- 
flicted as far back as I can remember. While she could, up 
to a few years before she died go about the house. I always 
had to help do turns for her, such as bring the water, milk 
the cows, take the milk to the milk-house, and bring it back 
at meal time, churn, wash the dishes, etc. 

Her son Nicholas was cruelly murdered first year of the 
war, and oft I have heard her say, "Poor Nick." Then her 
oldest son Add was sent to Libby Prison for his loyalty, 
causing untold grief to her and his wife. When my father 
was gone from home for months while a soldier, she would 
say to me, "I do not know where your poor papa is, and I 
don't know whether you will ever see him again." And 
after years of toil and hard economy she had accumulated 
enough furnishings for the house to be comfortable, the 
rebels came and took it all away leaving one bed only and 
a few chairs, even taking the clock. They took the cows, 

horses, grain, etc., because my father was loyal to the U. S., 

and opposed to secession. 

But I have heard her say that after they had started off 
the Captain of the rebels came back and with tears ex- 
pressed his regret that he had to do this and had them to 
return her a few bushels of grain. I have heard her say 
that Mr. Meridith Wright and William White came and 
helped lier, and were good neighbors. Remember that 
while this was being done, her boys and husband were gone 
except myself three years of age and brother Jacob 12 years 
of age. 
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In addition to what I have told, brother Add served 9 

months in Salisbury and Danville prisons, brother Wesley 
and brother Wallace were both wounded. Three of her 
children died in infancy just at the ages when they were 
dearer to her than at any other age. One little girl Polina 
and another Margaret, one at less than one year of age and 
the other at less than two years, thus destroying all her 
hopes of help from her daughters. Also one boy at less 
than a year old. 

Then perhaps she worried about her boys not being as 
good as they should have been. Two of them making no 
start in religious life until past middle life. Once the reb- 
els came and searched the house all over for guns and men, 
but I think found nothing that they took. I think this was 
Captain Haistead and some of his men. Another time 
while mother and Jake and I and Eliza Ramsey and two 
children and Margaret Dorsey and Mary Ann Dorsey were 
in the house and 3 or 4 yankees in the yard the rebels fired 
on the house, one bullet hitting three of the legs of a falling 
leaf table in the kitchen while two of the women were stand- 
ing by the same table other bullets hit the house and fence 
near the house. This was done by Capt. John Amick and 

men I think. They came and took some guns and other 
things from the house. I tell this here as a matter of show- 
ing mother's troubles. I believe it was harder on the wo- 

men who staid at home and endured these things and wor- 

ried about their husbands and Sons than it was on the men 
who were soldiers. The men could fight back while the 
women were helpless. I think many a woman who never 
gets any praise and whose name never appears in history 
deserves and will enjoy a reward in eternity equal or great- 
er than the heroes of war fame. 

"The bravest battles that were ever fought 
Shall I tell you where and when 

On the maps of the world you'll find them not 
They were fought by the mothers of men." 
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Thomas Addison Ramsey 

Thomas Addison Ramsey the eldest son of Captain J. R. 
Ramsey was born April 1, 1832. His mother (my mother) 
often said he was the best one of her boys. I never felt 
any jealousy because of her saying this. Of course as he 
was 26 years older than myself I did not know him as a boy. 
But his actions as a man never caused me to doubt the 
truth of what my mother said. I was with him more than 
any of the rest of my brothers except Jacob. Add was a good 
conversationalist. He was a great talker, but gave the 
listener a good chance to talk back. 

If he had any enemies it was because he did right. He 
held no spite against ally one. He was strictly truthful. 
The little boy said if no one got to heaven who told lies 
that God and George Washington would have a lonesome 
time there by themselves. I rather believe my brother Add 
would be there. 

No more loyal Church member ever lived within my 
knowledge. His home was two and one half miles from 
Glad Tidings Church. Yet he always attended regularly. 
Of a Sunday morning you could depend on seeing Add Ram- 
sey, and some of his children come to Church, walking with 
his hands behind him. He took an active part in Sunday 
School, always ready to discuss the lesson in an intelligent 
way, showing a knowledge of the bible far beyond the av- 
erage man. He read the bible and had family prayer morn- 
ing and evening. 

He was class leader in the Methodist Church for perhaps 
30 years. He paid into the Church beyond what was rea- 
sonable. He always went to Quarterly meetings if possible. 
He lived within one half mile of Mt. Gilead Baptist Church, 
yet he would walk 21/ miles to his own church. Some one 
said to the Baptist preacher Bragg, "What do you think of 
Add Ramsey for going right away from your church so 
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far away to his church." "I wish T had more members of 
my church just like Brother Add Ramsey, members as loy- 
al to oui church as Add Ramsey is to his church." 

Yet he was unprejudiced against other churches. He 
was a good reader and kept up on current events both sec- 
ular and religious. 

Add Ramsey taught school after the war during first 
years of the free school system. He served one term as 
Justice of the Peace. 

While he was not famous as a hunter he was a good shot 
and killed several deer. He killed 2 deer right close to 
where Bell School House now stands. He also would go 
fishing once in a while and take his boys with him. 

His first wife was Eliza O'Dell, daughter of Jeremiah 
and Betsey O'Dell, who lived where Lee O'Dell now lives. 
She was very much like her husband, a hard worker, econ- 
omical, quite a talker, and had no enemies. With no dis- 
respect to any other of my sisters in law, I am about sure 
my mother loved her better than any other of her boy's 
wives. And T would rather go to her house as anywhere 
else. I speak of her with a deep feeling of sympathy. She 
died of typhoid fever. She suffered so with thirst while 
sick and was riot allowed by the doctor to take a drink of 
cold water. The night before she died, she said to me, 
"Clark, I am going to die, and when you see I am sure to 
die I want you to give me all the cold water I can drink." 
O, how I have wished that I had given her a drink right 
then. She died at the age of about 45 in the fall of 1886, 
being born Nov. 13, 1841, and lies buried at Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church. She was always kind to her children, and 
a good accommodating neighbor. She staid at home and 
worked very hard and had few of the luxuries of life, but 
did not complain of her hard 1st. 

Her husband was taken away twice as a prisoner of war. 
First was perhaps 181 leaving her and two small children 
to do as best she could. He was taken to Richmond and kept 
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in Libby prison. Just how he was released, I am not sure 
but I think he was exchanged. Then he came home and was 
made First Lieutenant in Capt. J. R. Ramsey's Co., whose 
fort was captured 1864 as told of in a previous chapter. He 
was taken to Salisbury prison, N. C., afterwards removed 
to Andersonvitle, or Danville prison, Va. He had about the 
same treatment in prison as Wesley Chapman told. He 
was nearly starved to death having only a small piece of 
corn bread and a little soup about equal to dish water. 
Sometimes about a tea spoon full of baked peas in soup, a 
fourth part of a beef eye once in a while. 

No fit place to sleep, only his old worn out clothes, filled 

with lice. He took scurvy until his teeth were loose. 

He could hear nothing from home and his wife could hear 
nothing from him. She did not know whether he was dead 
or alive, and he had no way of helping her support herself 
and his children. How she lived and supported the children 
for the long nine months I cannot tell. But "God tempers 
the wind to the shorn lamb." She was a Christian and 
trusted God. Every day and night while in prison Add 
Ramsey prayed for his wife and children. And his mother 
prayed for him and tried to help his wife and children, 
while her husband was being hunted like as if he was a 
crirni'al. 

But God rules over the destiny of individuals as well as 
nations. Add was released as the war closed and I expect 
the happiest moment of his life was when he got home and 
found his wife and children alive and well. 

Add Ramsey's children were as follows: Henrietta Ram- 
sey, born Jan. 26, 1859; Elliott Rigor Ramsey, born Dec. 3, 
1.860; Newton Waflace Ramsey, born July 1, 1863; Eliza- 
beth Jane Ramsey, born April 12, 1866; Charles Edgar 
Ramsey, born March 10, 1868; Lemon Hance Ramsey, born 
March 13, 1870; Fannie Belle Ramsey, born Nov. 17, 1872; 
died April 28, 1910; Paulina A. Ramsey, born Nov. 19, 1874, 
died Apr. 1900; Jenkie M. Ramsey, born Aug. 18, 1880, died 
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Nov. 1885; Melbomne Ord Ramsey, born Aug. 8, 1877; Cora 
Alice Ramsey, born June 7, 1883. 

I shall not give the names of Add Ramsey's grand chil- 
dren and great grand children here but they will appear in 
the history that I hope to get out sometime in book-form. 

Henrietta Ramsey married Jacob Bays, a son of John 
Bays, who lived near Mi]ler's Ferry. They have lived all 
their married life on the same piace near Pool P. 0., have 
worked hard and raised a respectable family of children. 
One son Harry Gordon Bays taught school several years 
and served in the World's war. He was exposed to severe 
hardships which left him an invalid. He took treatment 
in the hospital finally dying July 9, 1924, from the effects 
of the war and is buried at Mt. Gilead Church. The boys 
who saved our country from Germanys tyrannical rule de- 
selve more honor than I fear we give them. 

Elliot Rigor Ramsey, named for General Elliot who 
camped at Cross Lanes first year of the civil War went 
west about 1881 or 82. He has spent sometime in Minne- 
sota, Canada, Alaska, Washington and Idaho. He has been 
married twice, but has no children, he now lives in Califor- 
nia. 

Newton Wallace Ramsey lives near Winona. He married 
Annie Haynes a daughter of Squire Haynes. Tod as N. W. 
Ramsey was called always had a steady sober turn, but en- 
joyed a good joke. I said once and never apologized for it 
that I counted him my favorite nephew. He is like his 
father, truthful. In politics a probitionist and Republican. 
Elizabeth Jane Ramsey, named for her two grandmothers, 
married Alfred T. Brown. When her mother died Jane 
was about 20 years of age and took her mothers place in 
caring for the smaller children 4 or 5 years. She has 
worked hard all her life, raised a large family of children. 
She has seemingly never had good health, but all the time 
optimistic and hoping for something better. Her husband 
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died April 1923. He was a warm Christian, a good singer, 
and well read in the Bible. 

Charles Edgar Ramsey married Cora Mossman, in Gallia 
County, Ohio. He has worked at carpenter work most of his 
life. He served as Sunday School Superintendent at West- 
erman Church, Gallia county. Ohio. Gave his children all a 
High School education. He is a good conversationalist and 
makes you feel pleasant when with him. He lives near Colum- 
bus, Ohio. He has his father's old sword used in militia be- 
fore the Civil War. He, like his father, is the smallest of his 
brothers, but he and his wife would balance scales with any 
of his brothers and their wives. While small of body his 
head contains gray matter which enables him to match more 
than ordinary intellects. He is a lover of reminiscences and 
joys in the religious example his father and mother gave 
him. 

Lemon Hance Ramsey married Julia Copenhaver, daugh- 
ter of Allen and Minerva Copenhaver, who lived near 
Sparks P. 0. 

I used to say when I wanted something good to eat I 
would go to Lemon's. Lemon was an intelligent boy at 
school and learned perhaps more by listening to classes 
ahead of him than by hard study of his own lessons. 

He was witty. Example: I once told him the story that, 
Lincoln when asked how long a man's legs ought to be said 
he thought they ought to reach from his body to the ground. 
Lemon says, "that was smart in Lincoln's day. It would 
not go anywhere now. There ought to be a foot' between 
each leg and the ground." L. H. Ramsey served two years 
as Justice of the Peace by appointment to fill vacancy and 
four years by being elected. He lives near Winona, Fayette 
County, W. Va., where he has lived foi' fifteen years. He is 
well versed in Law from practice as Justice. 

Fannie Belle Ramsey married Dr. Samuel Bays a suc- 
cessful physician. He was noted as a very careful doctor. 
Belle died of T. B. about the year 1911. She was the moth- 
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er of seven children. Dr. Bays and wife were hospitable 
and good neighbors. After Belle died Dr. Bays married a 
Miss Dorsey. He also died of T. B. about 1925. 

Paulina Ramsey married Edward Brown. To them were 
born 4 boys, Samuel, David, Cecil and Wallace. David was 
killed at the mine, leaving a wife and 3 children. He had 
seen service in the World's War. 

Paulina died in April 1900, with the T. B. 
Melbourne Ord. Ramsey married Amanda Mcclung 

daughter of G. N. MeClung, of Mt. Lookout. They have 
four children living and two dead. They live on Add's old 
place. 

Alice Ramsey, youngest daughter of Add Ramsey mar- 
ried Baldridge O'Dell oldest son of Overton O'Dell who is 
oldest son of Felix O'Dell. They are hard working people, 
have seven children living and two dead. Alice was a 
bright girl and could have been a good scholar if she had 
had school opportunities. Her husband is a good singei and 
has taught a number of singing schools. A useful man in 
church. 

Something like 6 years after Add Ramsey's first wife 
died he married Lucretia Jane Wills, widow of M. H. Wills. 
She had been the mother of 12 children 6 boys and 6 girls. 

His second wife's maiden name \vas Skaggs. She was a 
hard worker and practiced thrift all her life. She was born 
Jan. 1, 1829, died March 18, 1915, being 86 years old. 

Add Ramsey lived on the same farm all his married life. 
11e was a good farmer and would do his work the way he 
thought was right regardless of time. He was also a good 
stone maswì, arid built many chimneys as well as cut mill- 
stones. He cut a pair mill stones fo Alexander McClung 
about 1871, that can now be seen where the old mill stood 
at a falls in John's Creek, now known as the Malinda 
Branch. 

He died on Monday, July 22, 1907, next day after his 
brother E. C. Ramsey died. He was 75 years 3 months 
and 21 days old, buried at Mt. Gilead Church. 
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E. C. Ramsey and Family 

The second son of Capt. J. R. Ramsey was Edmond Cas- 

set Ramsey, born January 7, 1834. Born in Fayette Coun- 
ty on the farm afterwards known as the Bob Crist place. 

Cass as he was familiarly called had very little schooling, 
but was witty. He used to say, "There is not much differ- 
ence in persons, one person is about as good as another." 
Somewhat like the Irishman who said "One man is as good 

as another or a little better." 

He was very strong and active up till he was 40 years 
of age. He vas a great wrestler. I have heard him say he 
could throw any of his brothers except Nick. 

I have heard mother sy that Cass was easy to get mad, 
but would get in a good humor soon, Cass was very "clev- 
er" in the sense of hospitality. He was industrious, but 
lived in a period when money was hard to get. He used to 
wagon quite a good deal. He would buy produce and take 
to C. & O. R. R. to Sewell, Ansted and other places and 
peddle it and haul goods back. One example of his wit: 
Once I said Sewell 1'.iountain road was so steep that a team 
could not haul much more than the empty wagon. Cass said 
'I don't see much difference in hauling a thousand pounds 
up the Mountain and hauling the empty wagon. "Well," I 
said, "that I would think there was plenty of difference." 
"O" he says "I guess the horses can feel the difference." 

One time he said there was not much use in whipping 
children. He said when his oldest boys were growing up he 
thought he ought to whip them about every day and they 
were had boys. So when his youngest boy was born he de- 
cided he would not whip him at all and he was a better boy 

than the older ones that he whipped. 
One thing can be said of his honor that he never made 

debts that he could not pay. 
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Cass was afflicted for years before he died with something 
wrong with his left arm and side. I was to see him often 
for sometime before he died. He would want me to come 
and help him up a spell and then he would say he did not 
want me to stay at nigh.t as he could not sleep if some one 
was present. My wife and I were present when he died 
about 8 A. M. on Sunday morning, July 21, 1907, just the 
day before his oldest brother Add died. He is buried at 
Gilgal Church. 

Casset's first wife was Sarah Ann O'Dell, a daughter of 
William and Nellie O'Dell. He and his brother Wesley 
Ramsey married sisters and were married at the same time. 
They were married sometime in the year 1857. 

Casset's first child was born May 25, 1858. It was still 
born or died shortly afterwards. 

His next child James William Ramsey was born July 7, 
1859. Jim as he was familiarly called was married three 
times. His first wife was Elizabeth White. To them were 
born 4 children. One a little girl died and lies buried beside 
her mother who died in June 100. A granite monument 
marks the places near Glad Tidings Church. Goethe the 
second child married Peter Harper and died. One son 
Guthrie was killed on coal works. 

Chando Ramsey, Jim's oldest son taught school a 
few years, married and has several children. He put the 
monument to his mother's grave. Jim Ramsey was a fail- 
ure financially but was aiway cheerful and pleasant. He 
was a good hand to wait on sick persons and always villing 
to help when needed. His second wife was Annie Bails, 
widow of Downtain Bails. 1-Jis third wife was an Ennis. 
Jim died at the age of about 57 years with some kind of 
brain or spinal trouble. Is buried somewhere in Fayette 
Co. 

Elihu Ramsey son of Casset Ramsey was born Feb. 28, 
1861. Hugh. as he was called was a very industrious boy. 
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He was very much like his father, strong, passionate, clever 
and witty. 

He went to Kansas in company with his cousin Overton 
Ramsey and Henry Huifman. He spent some years in Kan- 
sas, Indiana and Ohio. Returned and married Ledona Moses. 
They have 8 children, as follows: Junior Ray, Lizzie Ann, 
Fes Kenneth, Frank James, Jesse J., Edmond Eli, Elsie Vir- 
ginia, iva Evelene; Junior Ray, Jesse J., Edmond Eli, Lizzie 
Ann are dead. The other four are living. Hugh worked 
at timber in the neighborhood of Winona where he now 
lives. He used to shanty and do his own cooking and it was 
said he was a good cook and kept things scrupulously clean 
in his shanty. He was economical and never contracted a 
debt that he did not see his way to pay promptly. He became 
somewhat paralyzed in his legs several years ago, but 
worked hard when others would have given up. 

He owns a small farm and takes an interest in keeping it 
in good shape. Hugh is like his father, very hospitable, and 
enjoys the visits of friends. 

Barbara Ellen Ramsey, daughter of E. C. Ramsey and 
Sarah Ann Ramsey was born February 12, 1863. 

She married Simeon Wills about 1880, They moved to 
Indiana where they still live 

The following is from a letter to me by Mrs. Ernenne 
Sawyers, a sister to Simeon Wills. "I cannot give you the 
names of all of Simeon's children. I do not know the names 
of the youngest children, neither do I know how many grand 
children there are. Simeon's oldest children's names are, 
Alcy, Bertha, Chelcie, Dortha, and William Wallace. I think 
they only had two boys and the youngest boys name is Ray- 
mond. There are twelve children in all, but two are dead. 

Barbara Ellen was perhaps only about 8 years of age 
when lier mother died and had very little of the motherly 
care and sympathy that is so essential in girlhood and 
young womanhood. 
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Francina Catherine Ramsey, 5th child of E. C. and Sarah 
Ann Ramsey was born December 16, 1865. 

She was, like her sister, very young when her mother 
died. 

Francina Ramsey was united in marriage to Joel P. Wills 
a brother of Simeon R. Wills, son of Malon H. \Vills who 
used to live near the bend of Gauley and manufacture some 
very fine furniture. 

According to the letter referred to from Mrs. Ernenne 
Sawyers, "Joel and Francina Wills have eight children. 
Francina and one child are dead. I will give the names of 
as many of their children as I can. Thursa, Wilbert, Loyd, Eli, Lula." 

Sarah Ann Ramsey, first wife of E. C. Ramsey, died in 
April about 1871. She was a victim of T. B. I distinctly 
remember the day she died. She was delirious by spells and 
died perhaps about 2 o'clock P. M. 

She was a hard-working woman and knew but little of 
the luxuries of life. She is buried at Gilgal Church. I used 
to be at their house when she was living and I have a pleas- 
ant recollection of her kindness. She was of a family all of 
whom were accommodating neighbors. 

Henry Dew Ramsey, 6th child of E. C. and Sarah Ramsey 
was born December 25, 1867. 

Bub as he was called was an interesting boy. He used to 
stay at our house quite a good dea! after hi mother died. 
He would follow me every where I would go. His father said 
it reminded him of an old hen with one little chicken. 

Henry Dew Ramsey married Maggie Ellis daughter of E. 
S. El]is about March, 1888. They moved to somewhere in 
South Western Virginia. I do not know the names nor 
number of their children. He died several years ago of 
Bright's disease. I know nothing of the whereabouts of his 
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wife and children. Later his widow married Mi'. Crawford 
and lives at Quantico, Va. 

E. C. Ramsey married second wife, Martha Ann Bennett. 
To them were born one daughter, Sarah Jane, June 9, 1875. 

His second wife lived a widow for about twenty years af- 
ter E. C. Ramsey's death. She died April 11, 1927. 

Ann was a hard worker and very unassuming. She sel- 
dom went anywhere but staid at home and attended to her 
own affairs and gave no one any trouble. 

Sarah Jane Ramsey was united in marriage to Jacob 
Berry Moses, Oct. 5, 1893. To them were born as follows: 

Edmond Hugh Moses, born Sept. 12, 1894. General Gran- 
ville Moses, born Jan. 23, 1896. Robert Hanson Moses, born 
June 16, 1898. Bina Ann Moses, born Nov. 5, 1899. Yema 
May Moses, born Mar. 13, 1901, Quincy Peterson Moses, born 
Nov. 18, 1902. Everett Louis Moses, born Jan. 14, 1905. 
Henry Taft Moses, born Dec. 7, 1909. Died Feb. 12, 1912. 
Alaska Moses, born March 28, 1912, died Feb. 22, 1918. 
Nettie Elizabeth Moses, Born Nov. 16, 1914. Jacob Moses 
and wife have several grand children, but I shall not at- 
tempt to give their names, The dates of births, etc,, are not 
interesting to most of the readers now, but may be worth 
something to future generations 50 or 60 years from now. 
Bina Moses died 1930. 

John Reed Ramsey 

John Reed Rarnsey third son of Captain James R. Rani- 
sey was born in Fayette County, Virginia, now West Vir- 
ginia, October 2, 1835. He was 16 years old when the fam- 

ily moved to Wilderness District, Nicholas County. 

The time till he was 21 years of age was spent helping 
to clear new land, build fence, and raise grain to live oil. 
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At the age of 21 years and 3 months he married Eliza 
Francis Legg, daughter of James and Jennie Legg who used 
to live on the farm now owned by Turp Moore. One of 
Eliza's sisters, Martha, married Addison Dorsey and was 
the mother of Newman Dorsey and Maloy Dorsey the fa- 
mous singer. One sister Mary Jane married Red Foster 
who used to live near Kessler's Cross Lanes. One sister 
Betty married Thomas Fitzwater and whose house was the 
home for Methodist preachers. She had two or three broth- 
ers, but I do not remember all their names, but one, Allen, 
was the father of John Degg, and Gus Legg and Jim Add 
Legg. Reed Ramsey built the house now known as the Rob- 
ert Ramsey house owned by Gus Haistead. Joseph R. Dren- 
nen owns a part of the Reed Ramsey farm. 

Reed Ramsey was a steady worker but seldom hurried or 
got irritated because his work did not go to suit him. He 
was very even tempered. He is the only one of my broth- 
ers that I never saw mad, or if he was mad it never mani- 
fested itself to me. He talked to his children and horses as 
though they were his good friends. His rst horses that 1 

remember were Tom and Loose. He would speak to them 
as Thomas and Lucy. Later on he had Logan and Julia. 
Logan was the last horse he owned. His wife Eliza (we 
called her Liza Reed to distinguish her from Liza Add) was 
a good cook and treated visitors so that they wanted to re- 
thrn. 

She was somewhat comical in her talk. She said to me 
once "Clark, I am going to sue Reed for a divorce." I asked 
her why and she said: "I have lived with him fifty years 
and that is long enough to live with one man." She was 
blind or nearly so for 10 years before she died. Once she 
told my wife to look how she had patched her dress. My 
wife looked and told her she had missed the hole. 

She lived more than a year after her husband died. She 
spent her last days at her daughter Agnes John's home, 
where she died after a lingering illness. John D. Johns and 
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wife deserve credit and respect foi' the way they treated her 
during her last illness. I believe they were very kind and 
attended to her wants as near as they could. She died Jan. 
1912 and is buried at Mt. Gilead Baptist Church beside 

her husband. 
Reed Ramsey, first year of the Civil War was marched 

out in Militia under apt. Clinebell in defense of Southern 
Confederacy. They went to Sutton, where he got off some- 

way and came back home. Afterwards he volunteered in 
Capt. Ramsey's company and was in the shop fight described 
by Capt. Halstead in this history. He was not wounded nor 
taken prisoner. 

In March, 1864, he moved with his family to Gallia Coun- 

ty, Ohio. He ivd out on Squire Andrew Watts farm in 

Springfield Township one year. Then he moved on James 
Clice's farm in Walnut Township and staid two seasons. Re 
moved back to his farm in W. Va. fall of 1866, where he 
spent the rest of his life. When Reed Ramsey moved to 
Ohio, he started to go all the way in a wagon, but took the 
measles somewhere near Raymond City and got on a steam- 

boat with his team and went to Gallipolis. 

Reed was a stone-mason and helped lay the foundation of 

the building called, I think, the Dufore House, now known 

as the River View Hotel. It is near the old steam boat 

landing at Gallipolis. Reed was a Republican in politics, 

later voting the Prohibition ticket for president. 

He was converted at a Baptist meeting at old Mt. Pleas- 

ant about 1855. He joined the Methodist Church first and 
was a member of that church for perhaps 17 years. 

About 1873 heand his wife and oldest daughter joined 

the Baptist Church and were baptised at the old baptizing 
hole in Collison Creek. I believe they were baptised by 1ev. 
Theodore Givens. 

He was very loyal to the Baptist Church and served as 

Clerk of Fowler Knob Church for several years until Mt. 

Gilead Church was built, which church he attended regular, 
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serving as Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, as long as he 
was able. He was well read in the Bible and was always 
ready to give a reason for the hope within. 

He was afflicted for years and spent sometime in the 
Kessler Hospital at Huntington, Dr. Kent Kessler and Dr. 
Rader gave him free treatment. I feel thankful to them 
yet as he was hard up, his wife and son Robert both being 
blind. When he came back his wound had to be dressed 
every day for some time and Cliff Champ came and lressed 
it for him which act was highly appreciated by his folks 
and myself. 

In his last illness he was nursed by John David Johns, B. 
D. Haistead and wife and Lizzie Johns, wife of Frank Johns. 
I remember his wife said to me while he lay a corpse "tlark 
Liz Johns is one of the best hands to help in sickness and 
death you ever saw." When he was being buried they 
sang "Will the gates be open for me," and I selected a monu- 
ment with open gates on it and an open book on top. W. 
H. Ramsey and I paid for the monument at his grave. I 
believe Reed was W. H. Ramsey's best loved uncle. He died 
June 7, 1910, aged 74 years and 8 months. 

Reed Ramsey's children were as follows: 
Madara Isabel, born Nov. 1857; Levina Agnes, born Oc- 

tober 28, 1859; Edna A., born April 11, 1863; Mollie Susan, 
born 1865; Emma Catherine, born Nov, 17, 1868; Elzada 
Griggsby, born March 8, 1870; Robert Johnson, born April 
13, 1876; Thomas Hawkins, born February 8, 1879; all are 
living yet except Modara who died in Kansas. She married 
Henley P. Champ, known as Pet, about 1874. They lived 
on what is known as the Pet place, owned now by Theodore 
Champ, until 1886, when they went to Kansas. Their chi]- 
dren were as follows: 

James, Ann, Wilbert, Owen, Guss, Lula and Minnie. 
I am not able to tel] much about the history of Dora's 

family further. 
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Levina Agnes Ramsey, married John David Johns (born 

Aug. 25, 1862.) in the fall of 1882. 

Their children are: 
Franklin Hinson Johns, born Aug. 9, 1883; Myrtle Tru- 

man Johns, born June 14, 1885; Georgia Lue Johns, born 

Nov. 5, 1893. 
Mollie Ramsey married George Walton an adopted son of 

Anderson Humphries. They were married about 1885. 

Their children were Myrtle, Eva, Floyd, Harry, Roy, Alden. 

George Walton got burned to death in Kansas and Mollie 

married Howard Fetty. To them were born one son How- 

ard Fetty. They live in Kansas. I do not know much fur- 

ther about them. 
Edna A. Ramsey was united in marriage to E. Shannon 

Ellis May 1, 1886. To them was born one daughter, Grace 

Olive Ellis, February 16, 1887. Grace O. Ellis was married 

to James B. Skidmore, Sept. 15, 1904. They have four 

daughters, viz.: Velma Claire, lia Marguerite, Olive Ruth, 

and Dolora Mae. 
E. S. Ellis died January 24, 1889. Edna, his widow, mar- 

ried Hazel W. Haynes, Sept. 17, 1893. To them were born 

Ophel Deli Haynes, Sept. 4, 1894, and Nello Guy Haynes, 

July 9, 1898. 
Edna and Hazel Haynes live near Corliss in Fayette. 

They are steady workers and intelligent people. Hazel 

Havnes has a son, L. O. Haynes, who has been a prominent 

school teacher at Smoot for perhaps twenty years oi more. 

Emma Catherine Ramsey the fifth daughter of John 

Reed Ramsey was born Dec. 17, 1868. She was an inter- 

esting little girlthat seemed to act in a natural way. She 

was good humored nearly always smiling, and often comi- 

cal, in her ways and expressions. She married Charles M. 

Evans December 12, )897. 
He was a son of Samuel Evans who was known as a very 

hard working economical farmer. Samuel Evans died in 

ugust, 1887, and is buried on the farm he owned now 
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owned by Rush Hughes. C. M. Evans's mother was a daugh- 
ter of the old man Booker who died at his home on the old 
place now known as the Booker place and is buried at Gilgal 
church. 

Emma Catherine and C. M. Evans have six children as 
follows: Etella Mae Evans, Della Marie Evans, Bertie Lee 
Evans, William Frank Evans, Francis Evans and Freddie 
Evans. They have 3 grand children. Della Mae Evans 
married Dock Odell, a son of Floyd Odell. They live at Sum- 
mersville. Dock O'Dell taught school several years, but now 
keeps drug store. C. M. Evans was elected Justice of the 
Peace in Fayette County in 1924. They live at Nallen. 

Elzada Griggsby Ramsey the sixth daughter of John Reed 
and Eliza Ramsey was born March 8, 1870. She was mar- 
ried to John F. Patton at Columbus, Kansas, April 12, 1893. 
He was the oldest son of Charles Patton who lived on 
Meadow Creek for 40 years. John . F. Patton attended 
school at the Summersville Norma] taught by Professors 
W. G. Brown and B. H. White. J. F. Patton taught school 
several years. He died of brain fever April 22, 1898. 

To J. F. and Elzada Patton were born two girls, Vida 
Pearl June 5, 1894, and Winnie Lane April 28, 1896. 

Vida Pearl died of T. B. January 29, 1912. 
Winnie Patton married Clark Amick April 6, 1918. 
Elzada Patton was united in second marriage to Joseph 

S. Drennen May 9, 1900. 
To them were born three girls as fol]ows: Freeda 

Frances, Feb. 28, 1903; Lorna Doone, Nov. 7, 1904; Zelda 
Marie, Feb. ist, 1915. Joseph S. Drennen is a son of Wil- 
liam Drennen and his mother was a daughter of John Johns. 

Elzada and J. S. Drennen live at Beilburn. Elzada is per- 
haps the most intellectual one of John Reed Ramsey's girls 
and J. S. Drennen is a peaceable man who works mainly in 
mining. Reed Ramsey's first six children were girls. Then 
they gave a boy's name to the 6th girl naming her Elzada 
Criggs by the Griggsby being for her uncle R. G. Foster. 
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This was done so the next child would be a boy, and it was 
true to saying, a boy whom they named Robert Johnson. 
Some one mIght say the seventh child would have been a 
boy anyway. How do you know? I know of another similar 
case, W. T. White's first four children were girls and he 
named the fourth Rebecca Walker and the next child was a 
boy, Bernard H. White. Now if any one doubts the saying 
that giving the girl a boy's name does not cause the next 
child to be a boy, try it and see. 

So this accounts for Robert Ramsey being a boy. He was 
named Robert for Doctoi' Robert, the "o" having the long 
sound. The Johnson was for Johnson Odell. 

When about 12 years of age Robert accidentally shot him- 
self in the eye with a cross bow. It inflamed and he lost the 
sight of both eyes. His father took him to three different 
doctors, the last being Doctor Alcorn in Gallipolis, Ohio. I 

heard that he said if Robert had not used tobacco his eyes 
could have been saved. 

Robert Ramsey attended the school for blind at Romney 
for four years. There he learned to read and learned music 
and broom making. Many a floor has been swept by the 
brooms made by Robert Ramsey. 

While at Romney he became acquainted with Effie Gandy 
of Roane County, and they were married. To them were 
born 7 children, four of whom are living, viz: Lester, born 
1904, Mintie, born 1906, Lola, born 1912, and David, born 
1918. Mintie and Lols died. 

While Robert has been blind he has usually been cheerful 
and optimistic. He is a member of Mt. Gilead Baptist 
Church and tried' to do just what he thinks is right. He is 
liberal hearted willing to try to help any one in need. There 
are several kihds of work that he can do, saw wood, 

shuck corn, etc. 
The County has helped him a part of the time. He has 

been treated contemptuously by some of his neighbors, but 
he holds no hatred in his heart, and seems rather to want 
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to tell how good some have been to him. It is a very sad 
condition to be blind. His wife is also blind and has been 
afflicted quite a good deal for some years. Eut they have 
both tried to work as best they cou]d. His wife died 1930. 

Those who are deprived of the pleasure of the beauties of 
this world may be rewarded by a special enjoyment of the 
beauties of the world to come. "Eye hath not seen nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the things 
that God has prepared for those that love him." 

Robert J. Ramsey was born April 13, 1876, being the 
saine age of his cousin Edmond F. Ramsey. Robert was a 
very spirited, active boy before he became blind. Once he 
was taking his father's horses to water and decided he 
would stand up with one foot on one horse and one on the 
other horse. The horses separated and threw him off, fall- 
ing with his head on a rock, which knocked him apparently 
unconscious. His mother said, "Elzada run over the hill 
and holler for Pap". Just then Robert came to and jumped 
up and said "I'll go." 

When Reed Ramsey died it was found that he had willed 
what little he had to Robert, including a small part of the 
home place. Robert lived on it till 1926, when he moved to 
where he lives now. His wife was born July 17, 1876 in 
Roane County, W. Va. 

Thomas Hawkins Ramsey, the eighth child of J. Reed 
Ramsey was born Feb. 8, 1879. He was named for Rev. 
Thomas Hawkins a Baptist preacher. His wife was Nancy 
Craft a daughter of Joseph Craft. She was born Septem- 
ber 8, 1882. 

They have ten children as follows: Velt, \Veda, 011is, 
Veda, Cletis, Zena, Maynard, Glen, Virginia and Geraldine. 
Weda has taught school four terms and isa graduate of 
Nicholas High School. Velt married Mae Strickler a daugh- 
ter of Thomas and Nettie Strickler. They have one child. 
Tom Ramsey runs a garage at his residence close to where 
he was born and raised. He also carries the mail from Nal- 
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len to Mt. Nebo, by way of Pool, Runa, Nt. Lookout. He 
is the only person around here who ran an automobile all 

last winter. He believes in having all the conveniences 
practical, such as Delco, Frigidaire, Radio, etc. He is quite 
a machinist and electrician. Nancy his wife, is a hard work- 
er. They both believe in sending their children to school 
regular. 

Tom Ramsey is Republican in politics, but will scratch a 
ticket when he does not believe the right man is on the 
ticket. Reed Ramsey lived in days when game was plentiful 
but he seem to not have taken much interest in hunting. 
That disposition seems to manifest itself in his grandson, 
Frank Johns. He tells me that he has killed 48 foxes in 
the last five years that he is sure of. The most in any one 

winter being sixteen. Then he says he is safe in saying 
that he averaged five every year for twenty years, previous 
to last five years which would make one hundred and forty- 
eight in his life. 

Frank John's wife was Elizabeth Craft. She was born 
1873 at the Skaggs place about a quarter of a mile back of 
Ernest Champ's. Her father died of Cancer in the stomach. 
She had cancer of the stomach and was cured by Geo. A. 

Haistead. The Doctors say Haistead cannot cure a cancer. 
But he has cured scores of what the doctors said were 
cancers. Some people say there is no God. But that does 

not prove it. The fool bath said, "There is no God." 
Myrtle Johns daughter of Agnes and David Johns mar- 

ried Thomas Patton about 1908. To them were born one 

son. Olin Patton Feb. 9, 1909. He accidentally shot and 
killed himself December 2, 1926, and is buried at Mt. Gilead 
Uhurch. 

Tom Patton died and his widow married Hugh Brown. 
They have no chi]dren. 

Georgia Johns daughter of Agnes Johns first married a 
Walters. To them were born one daughter, Madeline, who 

lives with her grandparents. Georgia afterwards married 
Jennings Patton. They have 5 children. 
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Wesley M. Ramsey and Family 
Wesley Marion Ramsey fourth son of James Riley Ram- 

sey was born in Fayette County, Va., Sept. 13, 1837, died 
April 18, 1905. He was united in marriage to Rachel Odell, 
Nov. 9, 1857. 

Rachel Odell was a daughter of \Villiam Odell and Nellie 
MeClung Odel]. She was born Oct. 30, 1939. Their chil- 
dren were as follows: 

Martha Jane, born Dec. 26, 1858. 
Overton Hinson, born April 9, 1861. 
Annetti Catherine, born Oct. 25, 1864, died March, 1918. 
Eleanor Vina, born Oct. 30, 1866, died June 1, 1873. 
Nancy Emily was born June 18, 1869, died May 19, 1910. 
Signora J., born Dec. 27, 1871, died Dec. 21, 1876. 
Neville Craig, born Apri] 11, 1874. Killed in Red Ash 

Mine explosion March 6, 1900. 
Edmond Francis, was born April 13, 1876. 
Mary A. was born Dcc, 14, 1878. 
Wallace Garfield, was born Jan. 3, 1881. 
Wesley Marion Ramsey first lived on what is now known 

as the Dave Crookshanks place. The house stood on the 
hillside facing the East. He sold that place to Dave Crook- 
shanks, built the log house on the place now owned by Gar- 
field Ramsey where he lived the remainder of his life. 

He was a soldier in Capt. J. R. Ramsey's Company for 
perhaps one year. He was at home when the Rebels came 
to capture him. He jumped off the porch and ran down the 
hill and up the next hill and was shot in the leg as he ran. 
lt was only a flesh wound and he kept on running until out 
of sight of the rebels. He and his brother Cass camped out 
under a rock for some time after this event. While they 
were camping they killed one of their father-in-law's sheep 
with a rock and so they had mutton for a while. 
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Wesley Ramsey was a Republican in politics and with 

few exceptions voted straight Republican ticket. He never 

used whiskey and was very much in sympathy with the pro- 

hibition movement. He held no office except constable and 

school trustee. He farmed all his life and was a hard work- 

er. He made a good living for his family arid contracted 

no debts that he could not see a way clear to pay. I once 

heard him say that if a man worked hard and managed 

right he could make a living if he had no doctor bills bor 

lawyer fees to pay. He always kept his fences in good re- 

pair and is farm looking neat and clean of rubbish and 

brush. I heard him say he split 500 rails in one day. 

Wesley was a man that was accommodating to his neigh- 

bors. His home was the stopping place for preachers and 

persons who attended church. 

Wesley was a loyal member of the Methodist Church. He 

did more for Glad Tidings Church than any one else. He 

gave the church lot and perhaps did more work on building 

it than anyone else. He always attended the services at 
church and took an active part in them. He was a good 

singer and when the preachers used to line the hymns, Wes- 

ley would lead the singing. He readily knew short meter, 

Common meter and long meter tunes. 

One song that T remember was a favorite with him be- 

gan thus: "O how happy are they who their Savior obey, 

And have laid up their treasures above." He served as 

class leader, and Steward in the church. He did more free 

sexton work than any one else. 

When he took sick and was bad, G. A. Dooley, Hill Odeli 

and myself perhaps stayed up and waited on him the first 

night he ever needed constant attention all night. He kept 

apologizing for bothering us so much. He said if he had to 

be helped so much he hoped to die and not be a bother to 

any one else. I think he had as clear vision of the future as 

any one I ever was acquainted with. 
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When he died he left no debts to burden his family. And 
he left no disgraceful acts that his children could be 
ashamed of. He was buried at Gilgal church where a nice 
marble monument marks his grave. This marble marks 
the resting place of his body. His influence of a well spent 
life will go while time lasts. 

Rachel Ramsey was a life member of the Methodist 
Church. She conscientiously believes in baptism by immer- 
sion. Perhaps she tried harder to hospitably entertain vis- 
itors than any one else in her neighborhood. She was a 
good cook and a nice housekeeper. She worked hard and 
economized all her life. She was a kind accommodating 
neighbor. She tried to act her religion whether at home, or 
at church and wherever she was. 

Rachel died November 26, 1923, at home of Garfield Ram- 
sey's on the same place that she lived for perhaps fifty 
years. She is buried beside her husband at Gilgal Church. 

Martha Jane Ramsey oldest daughter of W. M. Ramsey 
was united in marriage to Jackson Bailes when quite young. 
They first lived where Clark Odell now lives. Later moved 
to Kentucky District. Martha is still living. Jackson died 
Feb. 27, 1919, aged 66 years. He was found out at a straw 
stack lying dead supposed to have died of heart failure. 
Jack and Martha were hard working people and working 
members of M. E. Church South. The following is a list of 
their children. 

John Wesley Bailes, dead; Annetta Bailes, living; Henson 
Bailes, living; Theodore Bailes, living; Tabitha Bailes, dead; 
Lilly Bailes, living; Cynthia Bailes, dead; Alexander Bailes, 
living; Volley Bailes, living; Lamina Bailes, living; Minnie 
Bailes, living; Wilmer Bailes, living ;Thirteen in all. 

I know but little of Martha's children. 
Overton Henson Ramsey spent his life up to 21 years of 

age mainly on his father's farm, working away from home 
a part of the time. He went to Kansas but did not stay 
long. He came back to Ohio. Married Cora Wilbarger in 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


132 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

Gallia County, Ohio. He followed merchandising success- 

fully at Cheshire, Ohio, for a number of years. He moved 

to Columbus, Ohio, and lives there now. 

They have no children living, one dead. 

O. H. Ramsey is Republican in politics and a working 

member of the Methodist Church. 

Airnetta Catherine Ramsey was a pleasant interesting 

little girl. She married Theodore A. Hughes. To them were 

born five children as follows: Lula C. Who married Iesse 

James. (Not Jesse of bandit farne) They have five chil- 

dren living as follows: Ethel, Velma, Esther, Elsie and 

Ruth. Rush A. Hughes died Nov., 1916, at the age of 28. 

He taught school 7 years. Rush was a likable young man. 

He had forethought enough to leave $1000 life insurance to 

his mother. 
John A. Hughes is a good worker on the farm and has 

taught school about 7 years. He married Gertrude Dooley 

who also has taught school. They have five children. They 

live on what was the old Jim Johnson farm. John is an 

enthusiastic Christian. Mertie B. Hughes married Gilbert 

Bailes. They have 4 children, 2 boys and 2 girls. 
Mertie was a bright little girl and is now a sensible wo- 

man. 
Wesley Burt Hughes married ma Dunbar, daughter of 

Doctor J. C. Dunbar. 'na has taught school a number of 

years. Burt served in the World's War. They have no 

children. 
Annetta C. wife of Theodore Hughes dieci March, 1918, 

leaving Theodore widower who has since her death 3ived 

by himself. Nettie was a woman who stayed at home very 
closely. She studied the right and wrong of events and al- 

ways condemned the wrong as she saw it. She lived a con- 

scientious Christian life. 
Theodore is a farmer and blacksmith who knows how to 

shoe a horse. He is somewhat of a democrat but like his 

father voted the Prohibition ticket while there was one. He 
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has been a life long member of the M. E. South Church. Af. 
ter using tobacco for 50 years lie quit and has had better 
health since he quit than while lie used it. Died 1931. 

Neville Craig was named for Rev. N. C. Beckley who was 
preacher in charge in Nicholas County from 1873 to 1876. 
He was a son of General Alfred Beckley both of whom are 
buried at Beckley in Raleigh County. Neville Ramsey was 
a good worker. He married Ida White daughter of W. T. 
White to his last wife Catherine McClung White. 

Neville Ramsey was killed in the Red Ash mine explosion 
which occurred March 6, 1900. 

He left one child Goldie. His widow married James Stan. 
ley. 

Edmond F. Ramsey married Rebecca Bailes daughter of 
Isaac Bailes. Edmond's children are as follows: Bonnie G., 
Opal, Vinton, Francis, and Helen, living, one dead. 

Edmond is a vocal music teacher. Singing seems to be a 
natural gift to him and his fame as a singer is wide spread. 
He has held a number of appointed offices, as post master, 
census enumerator and others. He was elected to West 
Virginia Legislature and served with honor. He has from 
early life taken an active part hi political campaigns being 
a Republican, with an uncompromising belief in the prohibi- 
tion of the liquor traffic. His son Bonnie completed a busi- 
ness course in school who with his father now own and run 
a store and Post Office at Mt. Nebo. 

Opal Ramsey has also completed a business course in 
school and works in Charleston. 

Nancy Emily Ramsey married Geo. W. Huifman son of 
William G. Huifman. To them were born children as fol- 
lows: 

Ella, Willis, and Fina. They are each one married and 
are respectable good citizens, having never committed an 
act to bring disgrace to them. Emily died of T. B. May 19, 
1910, and is buried at Gilgal Church. 
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Geo. Huifman lived a widower for 1 years and married 
again. Geo. and Emily were both members of M. E. Church. 
Geo. served as Sunday School Superintendent and class 
leader in the Methodist Church. 

Mary A Ramsey was an unassuming, modest, conscien- 
tious girl. She was united in marriage to Haymond W. 
Iluifman and to them were born three sons: viz. Dana, 
Emil and Landis. Dana took a business course and married 
Alice Armentrout. They live at Nallen and have one child. 
Dana is book-keeper for the Wilderness Lumber Company 
and his wife teaches in the NaHen graded school on the 
Fayette side. Alice Armentrout Huifman obtained a first 
grade certificate with less school advantage than any other 
pupil of the Ramsey school. She used to get breakfast for 
the family, walk two miles to school which proves what 
any one can do if he has a will. 

Emil Huifman married Ethel Murphy, a daughter of 
James Murphy. She is a teacher with a high school dip- 
loma. 

Landis Huifman has completed a business course and is 
likely to be prominent in politics as he keeps informed in 
political affairs. 

Haymond and Mary Fluifman are good paying members 
of Glad Tidings M. E. Church. Haymond is steward and 
always sees that the finances are paid up. 

Wallace Garfield Ramsey inherited his father's farm on 
condition of taking care of his father and mother while 
they lived. 

He married Ida Huifman daughter of Allen E. Huifman 
and Nancy Dorsey Huifman. 

Their children are as follows: 
Wilma, Forest, Harold, Morris, Frank, and Mary Eta. 
Garfield is a successful farmer and believes in modern 

improvements and conveniences such as telephone, radio, 
automobile, and delco lighting system. He served as deputy 
sheriff for two years. 

He is an accommodating neighbor. 
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Jacob Koontz Ramsey 

Jacob Koontz Ramsey son of James Riley Ramsey was 
born December 23, 1849, in Fayette County on the farm af- 
terwards owned by Bob Ciist. He was less than two years 
of age when the family moved to wilderness District, Nich- 
olas County where he lived till he was about 20 years of 
age. He went to Ohio and worked for George hermington 
three months for 5O.0O. He carne home and attended 
school to N. C. Hendrich and John Kesler. Went to Ohio 
again and made his home a year ox two with John Morri- 
son who lived at Evergreen, Ohio. 

He worked helping build the Hocking Valley Railroad and 
farming some. 

He helped take care of his brother Wallace when he had 
the pitchfork handle run into him so dangerously bad. 

While living with John Morrison he joined a Temperance 
Lodge and pledged himself to drink no intoxicating drinks 
which pledge he conscientiously kept the remainder of his 
life. He and John Morrison voted for prohibition candidate 
Black in 1872. He voted for every prohibition president 
that he had an opportunity to do the remainder of his life, 
being St. John in 1884. Fisk in 1888 and Bidwell in 1892. 
When there was no prohibition candidate for any office he 
usually voted Republican. 

The first school Jake attended was at the old log school 
house neai the Todd field now owned by W. R. Jones. This 
school was taught by Thomas Hawkins. All of the pupils 
who attended there are dead now except Rev. A. J. Mc- 
Clung. 

Perhaps Jake never had more than 15 months schooling, 
yet he ciphered through Rays arithmetic and was a fair 
scholar in Orthography, Reading, Writing, Geography and 
History. 
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Jake was a good marksman, and besides squirrels, rab- 
bits, pheasants, foxes, wildcats, raccoons and other small 
game, he killed quite a number of deer. He killed his first 
deer about 3 o'clock P. M. December, 1866, just where the 
Hendrickson i'oad turns over the hill and near where an oak 
tree has been cut out of the road. It is where Uncle Ward 
Wiseman called the two big white oak deer stand. 

Jake was a good hand to work, doing his work well with- 
out slighting it. 

Jake bought 58 acres of land from Tom Hawkins which 
land he sold to Todd Ramsey. Todd Ramsey, after building 
and clearing a part of it, sold to W. R. Jones. He then got 
28 acres from his father and about 58 acres adjoining from 
W. A. McClung. He built on the 28 acres, a good house and 
put up a sawmill to run by water power. Dave Ramsey 
helped him build the sawmill in 1876 and 1877. The mill 
was burned in 1888, but rebuilt. He sawed quite a lot of 
lumber while the mill stood. 

Jake was married to Mary Virginia McClung, February 
23, 1875. She was a daughter of Albert Gallatin NcClung, 
a son of Alexander McClung. Her father was taken prison- 
er by Captain Halstead's men and died in prison leaving his 
widow Ivlalinda McClung and five small children, four girls 
and one boy. They lived one mile north of Alex McClung's, 
across the creek where there was a mill owned by Alex Mc- 
Clung. 

Albert Gallatin MeC lung was born 1833, and taken prisoner 
November, 1863 and never returned. Malinda Hedrick Mc- 
Clung, his wife, was born April 30, 1932, died April 10, 
1920. 

Their children were as follows: 
Mary Virginia McClung, who married J. K. Ramsey. 
Plexy Jane Mc.Clung, who married C. B. Champ. 
Maggie MeClung, who married Floyd H. O'Dell. 
Sarah Josephine, who married Flem Champ. 
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Albert Gallatin MeClung, who married Awrilla O'Dell, 
daughter of W. D. O'Dell. 

It seems almost unreasonable that Malinda McClung could 
keep the wolf away from her door with all those little chil- 
dren, but she did, and kept them fairly well clothed arid 
sent them to school enough to enable them to read and write 
fairly well. Her father-in-law and others helped her some. 
George Jones was as good a friend to help her as she had, I 
suspect, All of her children are living yet, except the 
youngest, Albert, who died leaving four or five children. 

I visited with W. H. Ramsey and others, the site of Via- 
linda's old home. There are trees growing where the old 
garden and yard were, that are more than a foot in diam- 
eter. The house is gone and all the fruit trees; but the old 
spring is there, the rocks are there, and the pleasant and 
sad memories still remain in the hearts of her children. W. 
H. Ramsey said to me, "Aunt Malinda always had flowers 
growing in her yard and garden in spite of her hardships." 
He said she killed a beef once and that night someone stole 
about all of it. Now tell me there is no punishment for the 
wicked. Where is that person or persons who would steal 
from a poor widow and innocent children? 

The following is the family record of Jacob Koontz Ram- 
sey, born December 23, 1849, died October 6, 1898. Mary 
Virginia Ramsey was born April 22, 1855. Their children: 

Bradford Ramsey, born December 17, 1875. 
Quincy Peterson Ramsey, born December 6, 1877. 
Rossie Ramsey, born September 24, 1880. 
Cecilia Ramsey, born Jan. 14, 1883, died Jan. 28, 1883. 
Cayhu Kahn Ramsey, born Feb. 4, 1884, died Sept. 11, 

1889. 

Elba Ramsey, born November 16, 1886. 
Clinton Fisk Ramsey, born November 2, 1889. 
Goldie Ramsey, born November 5, 1892. 
Pearl Ramsey, born March 27, 1896. 
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Bradford Ramsey married Minnie McClung, daughter of 
Newton A. McClung. They have ten children, three boys 
and seven girls. They live near Pool, W. Va. Bradford 
Ramsey died Dec., 1930. 

Quincy Ramsey has never married. He lives at Spokane, 
Washington, and works on the Northern Pacific Railroad. 

Rossie Ramsey married Pete Harper. They have four 
boys and two girls. 

Elba Ramsey married Ed Drennen. They have seven boys 
and one girL 

Clinton Fisk Ramsey married Mamie Legg, daughter of 
Mark Legg. I' isk is a graduate of Marshall College. He 
and his wife both, taught school several years. They have 
three children living and two dead. They live at Rupert, 
W. Va. 

Goldie Ramsey taught school several terms in Fayette 
County and Summers County. She married Cornelius 
Gwinn, and lives at Lockbridge in Summers County, W. Va. 
They have four boys and three girls. 

Pearl Ramsey taught school several terms and attended 
Nicholas County High School. She married Springston Mc- 
Clung, a son of Caleb and Rinda McClung. They have three 
children. 

Mary Virginia, widow of Jacob K. Ramsey, kept house 
with her children until all were doing business for them- 
selves. Since then she has made her 'home with her chi!- 
dren. She took care of her mother in her old age until she 
died at the age of eighty-eight. 

Jennie has known many hardships. She has always been 
ready to help anyone who was sick or needed anything, she 
could do. She is good to her children and they respect her 
upright Christian life. None of her children have been be- 
fore a court charged with violating the law, as she and her 
husband taught them obedience at home. 

When Jake Ramsey was twelve or thirteen years of age, 
he was feeding cane in a wooden cane mill and his hand was 
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caught between the roller. His fingers were mashed so that 
his middle finger was taken off at the middle joint and the 
fourth finger mashed until it was somewhat flattened. 

In time of the Civil War, Jake kept his gun hid under the 
house. If anyone is interested enough to crawl under the 
old house at my place and look in the southwest corner, he 
will perhaps see the gun rack fastened to a sleeper. Jake 
was taken prisoner when he was about fourteen years of 
age by some rebels about where the road crosses the branch 
that runs down from the Robert place. But as they could 
get no information from him, they let him go. He bore a 
part of mother's burden in time of war when his father was 
away in the war. 

Jake ws a fairly good singer and could read music pretty 
well and play an accordeon. He had epileptic fits for ten or 
more years, the effects of which finally caused his death. 

Jake was a hard working honest man. He economized so, 
that he left no debts for his widow and children to pay. He 
was a good neighbor. I heard him say that a man ought to 
spend fifty cents to save his neighbor a dollar, but was not 
under obligation to spend one dollar to save his neighbor 
one dollar. 

He was good to his mother in her old days, and she loved 
him tenderly. He gave me some good lessons in life, always 
looking after my welfare not only when I was a thoughtless 
boy but when I became a man. I could tell Jake anything 
and know that he could keep a secret and sympathize with 
me in any trouble I had. Jake was a good brother to me. 
The good effects of his life will live through his posterity in 
generations to Come. 
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Wallace Cromwell Ramsey 

Wallace £romwell Ramsey, sixth son of James Riley Ram- 
sey, was born in Fayette County May 4, 1843, died March 
27, 1928, aged near 85 years. When Wallace was eight years 
of age the family moved to Nicholas County to the farm 
now occupied by J. C. Ramsey. 

Wallace spent about 10 years on this farm working and 
enduring the hardships attendant to pioneers beginning in 
the woods. He learned to hunt, shooting squirrels and now 
and then a deer. 

When about 15 or 16 years of age,I'lI let him tell it- 
"Father and I were hauling in some hay on the wagon-bed 
and part of it fell off right about where the old corn crib 
stood and I balanced off and the fork went down handle 
first. The prongs stood up and ran through my arm close 
up to my shoulder and stuck up through my coat sleeve 
three or four inches and father pulled it out. It never bled 
but very little and in a week or two it healed up. It was an 
old home-made fork with prongs most as large as your 
finger." 

Another pitch fork accident: I'll let him tell here, "On No- 
vember 16, 1871. Jake (his brother) and I were going to 
haul in a small hay stack. I had just got my barn built and 
we drove up by the side of the stack and I set the fork down 
by the stack and I started to climb up on the stack and my 
feet slipped and I went down a straddle of the fork handle. 
TL1.. -- IL T.-_ 1. i h,Ltl... lt ,A.1 i wiOigû Oi iOiK as we±i. uOwt, JU flUg1 a Lì 

handle was up there was no danger, but it caught some way 
and ran in about 7½ inches about one arid a half inches for- 

ward of the anus and tore the rectum about two inches, af- 

ter it had run in about 2 inches and then tore a hole in the 
bladder close to the neck of the bladder. 

The doctors were Gardner and Mills and Wall. They said 
I had one chance in a thousand to get well. "I took th.at 
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chance and am here yet as lively as ever and thankful 82 
years old." Jake pulled the fork out and I started to walk 
to the house and got sick and lay down and Jane lodge 
came up and bathed my face with camphor. I got up and 
Jake helped me to the house and sent for the doctor, but he 
would not do anything till he had more counsel with him. 
So they did not do anything till the next morning. Jake and 
Jim lodge went to Gallipolis that night. And it turned 
awful cold that night. But Jake was willing to do anything 
he could and staid with me and did all he could. The neigh- 
bors came in and helped get some wood and sat up with me 
Sor about two weeks. I lay on my right side for ten days 

nd had no passage for that time, but did not suffer much, 
and slept pretty good and ate all they would let me. 

Jake told the neighbors if they would take care of me 
and dress the place he would do all the outside work which 
lie did. "Well in five weeks I was able to walk around and 
in eight weeks I was out shucking corn." 

In the same letter to me that tells of these accidents (or 
were they accidents) ? he tells as follows: 

Well in regard to Palmas death. 
She was born August 3, 1852, and died November 19, 

1853. I was 10 years old at the time. She was the first 
one I ever saw die and it made some impression on my mind 
that I never can forget. Ward Wiseman and aunt Polly 
were there when she died. I heard Ward tell Mother "She 
is gone". Father was not at home. He had gone to Squire 
ivlcClung's to a law-suit that day as he was constable. He 
thought she was better that morning but she got worse and 
mother sent after him and sent for Ward Wiseman. "(Ward 
lived in the house lately occupied by Will Morrison)". 
Father asked Ward if he would make her coffin. But lie re- 
fused on account of being so close related. So Tom Hawkins 
made the coffin. (Tom lived on the farm now occupied by 
Dyer O'Dell). They carried the corpse to the grave and 
Dad Morrison sang something. I don't remember what it 
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was. Then he talked some at the grave and that got pretty 
close to me as I thought so much of her. (The grave was 
over in the woods about 400 yards Northwest of the house). 
"I think I dreamed of seeing her grave in a grave yard with 
a tomb stone every year for thirty years, until i got the 
tomb-stone and moved her over by Mother's grave at Mt. 
Gilead grave yard, and I have not dreamed it since. So it 
was a great relief to me when that was done." 

Wallace Ramsey only had 8 months of schooling. He says 
he learned to read in the second chapter of Matthew as they 
had no school readers at that time. He attended school 
taught by Tom Hawkins, in a school house by the side of 
the road about 100 yards Northwest of the corner of W. R. 
Jones' field called the Tod field. Some of the persons who at- 
tended the school were: George R. Huffman, Kate Huff- 
man, Bias O'Dell, Jake O'Dell, John Morrison, A. J. McClung 
and others. Wallace attended school in Gallia County, Ohio, 
a short while, maybe three months. His first schooling was 
to William Ryan a part of the time for two months. Here 
he learned his A-B-C'S and spelled on the book over to 
'Baker" in the old Elementary Spelling book." 

Wallace worked on the farm until the war came up. He 
served as a soldier in Capt. J. R. Ramsey's company one 
year and was in several skirmishes with the rebels. One 
was at old Gilgal in Wilderness District, one at Left Bailes 
near Gad, one near Hominy Falls. He was wounded in 
Fayette on one spur of the Dogwood ridge where Austin 
Eads was killed. He was along when Andy Cavendish and a 
man named Crane were killed near Sewell Mt. The hard 
road passes right where they were killed. 

Wallace Ramsey went to Ohio in December, 1863. He 
worked on a farm some and was married March 30, 1865. 
His wife was Martha E. Watts daughter of Squire Andrew 
Watts. To this union were born as follows: 

Cora Ellen Ramsey, born Aug. 10, 1866, died Jan. 25, 

1903. 
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James R. Ramsey, born Nov. 29, 1871. 

Wilbert N. Ramsey, born March 24, 1875. 
Mary Ramsey, born Jury 28, 1877, died July 29, 1879. 
Anna Ora Ramsey, born Nov. 6, 1879, died Jan. 6, 1916. 
Cora Ellen Ramsey and Edward Everett Pinney were 

united in marriage September 9, 1885. To them were born 
three children. Two of them died young. The oldest Ev- 
erett Pinney was born 1886. 

His father died in March 1892. He and his mother lived 
with her father most of the time till she died, and he be- 
came a man. He received a common school education and 
attended the high school at Bidwell, Ohio. He now lives at 
855 Fairwood Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. He is engineer On 
the Railroad. He was united in marriage to Mary Agnes 
Faraday, November 24, 1909. 

Their children are as follows: 
Martha Rose, born March 1, 1915. 
Margaret Eleanor, born February 25, 1917. 
Mary Frances, born January 30, 1923. 
James R. Ramsey son of Wallace Ramsey was born No- 

vember 29, 1871, and Sarah E. Frederick born August 11, 
1876, were united in marriage May 14, 1894. 

Their children are as follows: 
A. Clare Ramsey, born October 9, 1895. 
Clyde E. Ramsey, born January 27, 1898. 
A. Osmon Ramsey, born October 30, 1903. 
W. Gilbert Ramsey, born December 30, 1907. 
J. Delmer Ramsey, born February 22, 1909. 
M. Lucile Ramsey, born May 13, 1911. 
Mary C. Ramsey, born December 3, 1913. 
A. Osmon Ramsey and Geneva J. Holderaft were married 

April 11, 1925. 
James R. Ramsey lives on a farm near Pataskala, Ohio. 
Wilbert N. Ramsey and ma Martindal were married Oc- 

tober 16, 1901. 
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Their children are as follows: 
Julia C., born February 6, 1905. 

Wilbert Herschel, born August 2, 1910, died of appendi- 
citis about January, 1928. 

Owen Robert, born January 13, 1915. 
Wilbert N. Ramsey and family live on the old National 

Road 20 miles east of Columbus. He takes an active part in 
church work and has served as Sunday School Superintend- 
ent and Class leader in the Methodist Church. He is a 
steady worker on his farm. 

Anna Ramsey and Frank Neal were married November 
29, 1899. To them were born one son Frank Neal, 1901. 
He is married and lives in Columbus, Ohio. His father died 
when he was very young and he and lus mother Anna lived 
with her father till she died January 6, 1916. 

Wallace Cromwell Ramsey bought a farm of 49 acres one 
mile South of Evergreen, Ohio, about 1866, and lived on it 
50 years. He then bought at Bidwell and lived there per- 
haps 3 or 4 years, sold out and bought a farm 20 miles east 
of Columbus and lived there till his death, March 27, 1928. 

While living on his first farm he made 19 trips in spring 
wagon to his father's home in Nicholas County, W. Va. 
about 150 miles, always camping out at night when the 
weather permitted, usually bringing his family with him. 
He was a life long member of the Methodist Church. He 
voted Republican in the main until 1888 he voted for Fisk 
for President on the Prohibition ticket. Several years later 
he voted Democratic for President and State officers, usual- 
ly mixing his ticket. 

He was a man of more than ordinary vitality. He said in 
early life that he expected to live to be 80 years of age. He 
had a strong personality and loved the association of young 
people. He had a strong will and lived up to his ideas of 
right, and condemned wrong with an outspoken way. He 
spoke of death with a calmness as though he was planning 
a trip to some pleasant country where he was glad to go. 
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Death had no terrors to him. He took care of his father when sick at this house, his father being there on a visit and took typhoid fever and died after two weeks sickness. 
He had his father buried at Mt. Zion Church 4 miles West of Gal]ipo]is. 
Wallace said he wanted to be buried there. But his grandson Herschel died and was buried at Pataskala, he changed his mind and was buried at Pataskala burying grounds. 
Wallace Ramsey had a good recollection and gave me quite a lot of information in history of the Ramseys. His widow Martha E. Ramsey is now past 81 years of age. She has been a hard worker and a good housekeeper and deserves kind treatment in her old age, which I believe she will receive at the hands of her children and grandchil- dren. She was a very handsome young woman and has re- tained her beauty to old age. 

She had always been very tender hearted; manifesting her sympathy by shedding tears easily and showing an unusual 
sympathetic warm heart. 

i hope she may live long and have a happy evening of life. 
She now draws a pension of 3O per month. 

Herschel Ramsey 

lt was on a bleak December eve, 
That Herschel Ramsey took his leave 
And flew unto that Golden shore, 
Which is his home for ever more. 

He fought a brave, but losing fight, 
Fought with all his main and might. 
For a time death was forced to retreat, 
But death does not know defeat, 
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With it one and all must meet 
On our way before the Judgment seat. 

As Herschel upon his death bed lay, 
Upon that Fateful December day 
With his anxious Mother bending near 
Comforting him, whom to hei was so dear. 
He told her not to worry or despair. 
That he would win out with her loving care 
For him death's sting held no fear, 
As he had lived a Christian from his youngest year. 

He smiled and was in good cheer 
Even as death was drawing near. 
His nurse he thanked for her tender care 
As she helped him fight for air, 
And make more easy his suffering to bear. 

His loving sister bid him goodby 
And left his bedside with brimming eyes, 
For she knew that she would never again see him in 

this life, 
But that he would soon depart from all worldly strife, 
To be guided safely to Heaven by his Savior's Saving 

Light. 

His devoted father was standing near 
And shedded many an unguarded tear, 
As he saw Iif fast fading away f rom him so dear. 
A stalwart son that he had hoped to rear, 
Bpt his hopes were doomed to despair, 
Which helped more grey to his turning hair, 
Even to help make life's cross, more heavy to bear, 
But to challenge God's motives no man dare. 
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When at last he entered that endless sleep, 
With his loved ones love, wrapped in his heart to keep, 
He carried on his face that beautiful smile 
A smile of victory he had carried all the while. 
Thru life up through his last sore trial 
That joy compelling undefeatable smile 
Another like that, you could not find. 
Altho you travel a million miles. 

When at last over the Great Divide he flew 
He went to Heaven to start life anew. 
There he hopes to meet the rest of us too 
When the Golden Gates of Heaven open to admit us too If we have so lived that we may claim that, that reward 

is due. 

When in that great reunion we meet, 
I'm sure I'll find that smile that can't be beat 
I think that God took him home 
To pave our way with stepping stones 
So that when we come that way some day 
We will not falter or lose the way 

When on earth Herschel lived straight and clean 
A better boy you or I have never seen 
When at work he worked with vigor 
As if he wished that his task were bigger 
When misfortune came his way, 
Ne would laugh, joke, and play. 

Departing he left many friends 
As does any man that a glad helping hand lends 
He had no enemy under the sun 
Because he believed in Christendom 
He was a model unto his friends. 
And I hope all will follow his ideals to the end, 
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My sympathy goes to his family and home, 
Where never again shall he roam 
But fond memories will always persist and be present, 
Of the boy that seemed to make life so pleasant. 

He was more than a friend to me 
He was almost a brother you see 
I hope that when I pass over that Great Divide 
That he will meet me with his smile so wide, 
That smile he carried thru to the other side. 

Herschel Ramsey, son of Wilbert Ramsey, died December, 
1927. 

Wallace Ramsey, his grandfather, requested that this be 
printed. 

Days We Would Like to Live Over Again 

In the Critic Column of the Nicholas Chronicle some one 
whose name was not given in full said: "Let the Ramseys 
rest awhile." They have had a rest. 

About Oct. 3, 1877, together with my cousin Paul Harvey 
Shawver, I started to Summerville to take my first teachers 
examination. We went to the school house that stood near 
where Tames Pettigrew's house now stands at East end of 
Surnmersville. We were met at the door by Rev. J. L. Smith 
who asked us if we wished to take the Ex. We were given 
seats and told that the fee was one dollar. J. L. Smith was 
County Superintendent and a pleasant man. 

The other two members of the board were A. A. Hamilton 
and A. T. Groves. Let me digress here to say that A. T. 
Groves took his last examination near the same place at 
an examination held in a room at Dan Brock's Hotel con- 
tiucted by S. L. Dotson and myself November, 1903. He 
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hIped conduct the first examination I took and I helped 
conduct the last one he took, being 26 years between. In 
the examination I was in first, were Jerry Murphy, Henry 
Herold, Bernard McCutchen, W. W. Jones and one woman, 
I do not remember her name and several persons I do not 
now recall. 

I succeeded in obtaining a 3rd grade certificate. I have it 
yet. I remember my highest per cent was 85 on Geography 
and lowest 50% on U. S. History. My average was 70%. 
P. H. Shawver got a Fourth grade certificate. 

I began my first school Dec. 3, 1877, at the Old Dorsey 
School House south of where Andrew Dorsey now lives. 
Dawson Baber, Thos. Trent, and Andrew M. Dorsey were 
the trustees that employed me to teach. Millise Mcclung 
was secretary of the Board of Education and lived in less 
than a half mile of the school house. When the first month- 
ly report came in from the teachers he came up to the 
school to ask me whether they were correct. I remember 
one who had about 12 pupils enrolled had an average of at- 
tendance of over 100 (?) I had watched Dodge Shepherd 
and A. D. Kesler make their reports at our school until I 
knew how to fill, them out. I got 16.0O per month for 
teaching and paid $?.50 for board at Geo. McMillions' and 
it was a fine place to board. I went home on Friday even- 
ings and went back Monday morning. 

I taught the same school the next year. Each term was 
for foui' months. My second yeai I had a second grade cer- 
tificate and got 18.00 per month. I attended school 2 
months between schools. The teacher was W. H. Ramsey 
who had been at Marshall College the previous year and was 
able to give good instructions. He taught in W. A. tic- 
Clung's old store house. 

My second certificate showed 90% on each of 6 branches 
and made an average of about 87%. 

The following are the names of the pupils who attended 
my first and second schools. Margaret and Elizabeth Doo- 
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ley, Russell McMillion, Edwin B. Trent, Nary Trent, Nannie 
Trent, Melcena Dorsey, Mary Jane Dorsey, Althea Dorsey, 
Nancy Dorsey, William Dorsey, Newman M. Dorsey, Floyd 
O'Dell, Clark O'Dell, son of Jerry, W. Clark O'Dell, son of 
Allen, Agnes O'Dell, Viola MeClung, Caperton McClung, 
Samuel McClung, Ella McClung, Houston McClung, Turner 
McClung Cornelius Harris and Lemon Dorsey, while I con- 
sidered him one of my dullest pupils is now one of the best 
preachers we have ever had in Wilderness District. I have 
said I would rather hear him preach a funeral than any one 
I ever heard. I want to add that one time when my brother 
Wallace and wife were up from Ohio that we went to Pleas- 
ant Hill and Lemon Dorsey preached. When we started 
back my sister-in-law from Ohio remarked that that was a 
good sermon and said she wished they had such preachers. 
I would like to say something about each of the pupils of 
my first school, but it would be too tedious however, Mel- 

cena Dorsey decided soon after the school was out to live 
with me and become the mother of my children. 

Houston McQiung became a noted doctor. Lives at Al- 
derson, Greenbrier Co. Russell McMillion grew to be 6 ft. 
7 inches in height. 

Nannie Trent became Mrs. Harrison and has been a very 
successful teacher, lives at Huntington. 

Edwin B. Trent became a railroad man and died a few 
days ago at Clifton Forge and was buried at Hinton. 

Newman M. Dorsey taught school successfully for a num- 
ber of years and should not have quit when he did. 

At the close of my second school C. A. MeClung and 
i 

de- 
cided to attend school at Marshall College. We started 
about the last day of Feb. 1879. Or I started and got as 
lar at A. J. McCiungs who then lived near top of Meadow 
River cliffs, when I found we could not cross the river be- 

cause of high water. However about the next day we 
crossed the river in a skiff. I had my goods in a small trunk 
and C. A. McClung had his in two old fashioned satchels. 
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We carried them on our backs to Ceo. Lewis MeClung's 
where we staid all night and were treated kindly. He had 
some good looking girls who sang some good songs. Next 
morning we walked to Hawksnest carrying our burdens. 
One would carry the trunk the other the valises until we 
desired a change when we would swap loads. We got to 
Hawks nest near noon. J. M. Alderson was agent. Joseph 
Smailes was there to take the mail. He advised us to check 
our baggage instead of taking them in the passenger car. I 
had never ridden on a train and I am not sure that C. A. 
McClung had. The train stopped "20 minutes for dinner" 
at Kanawba Falls, the hotel being kept I think by Gen. 
Alfred Beckley. 

We arrived at Huntington, about 4:30 P. M. There we 
were met by W. H. Ramsey. He piloted us to the school 
building. We could not get a room to ourselves that night. 
So we deposited our baggage in Coirnelly's room, as his 
room-mate Jenkins was away. C. A. slept with Connelly 
and I slept with Keever a crippled young man. That night 
Prof. A. D. Chesterman principal of the school came up and 
talked business kindly with us. He said next day being 
Sunday he would not prepare us a room till Monday. He 
promised to give us some work in his garden truck patch 
which he did and which we highly appreciated as we were 
scarce of money. He gave us work at 8e and 10e per hour. 
He commended us for being willing to work. I had noticed 
in the catalogue of the school "No smoking in nor around 
the building". But here was the principal of the school 
smoking in the building. Sunday night we went to the Bap- 
tist Church to preaching. We came back and just as we 
were going up the stairs to Connellys' rooms the barrels and 
coal buckets came rolling down the stairs with a ter- 
rible racket. We went on up and just then Comielly came 
out of another room saying some very hard things about 
persons who would treat new students that way. But we 
thought he was the one who did it. 
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C. A. MeClung had a large foot for a boy 17 years of age 
and he had worn a pair of home made shoes down there, but 
had a lighter pair which he put on Sunday Monday morn- 
ing we looked out of the window and beheld C. A. M's big 
shoes tied one at one of the rope and the other at the other 
end of the rope that we had used to carry my trunk with, 
and swung across a limb of a sycamore tree that grew in 
front of the window. There was a card attached to the 
shoes on which was printed in large letters, "Hung for Con- 
tempt of Court". We succeeded in getting a pole long 
enough to punch them off the limb. We boarded in the mess 
room in the basement for a few days at rates of $2.00 per 
week. Then we set up boarding in our own room. We 
lived on 5e per meal. We bought our bread from the bak- 

ery owned by C. Moulter. We would get 3 loaves for 25e 
which would last two days. Then we used the other 35e to 
get whatever else we could. We got the corn caked beef 
awhile. Sometimes we got a can of tomatoes put up by 
Jas. G. Tinsley somewhere in Virginia. Sometimes got 
butter. Sometimes we got eggs. We had a burnside stove 
in our room. We punched a hole in a tomato can near the 
top thru which we inserted the poker. Then we would put 
some eggs in the can put in some water and hold it in the 
stove till the eggs were boiled. This was the way we heated 
our water to wash our clothes. 

We attended the last three weeks of the Winter Term and 
passed favorable examinations on some branches. But I re- 
member nearly all the class failed on Grammar. Professor 
Chestermari scolded US and put us to studying it ali oveï 
again. We staid through the spring term and passed fa- 
vorably on each branch we had taken. 

I kept an exact account of all my expenses from time I 
started to Marshall College until I returned and it was 

52.2O. 

The teachers were A. D. Chesterman, Principal A. L. 
Purinton, Mrs. L. C. Martin and Miss Salue Peyton, a daugh- 
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ter of T. W. Peyton, a prominent Attorney at Huntington. 

Some of the pupils that I remember distinctly were Geo. 
Gillispie, Adam Aultz, Ed Corder, Addie Thornburg, Jen- 

kie Sans, Annie Webb, Lelia Neff (now Mrs. W. H. Ramsey) 
Fannie Roush, Beni-y Beuhring, Virginia Beuhring, Mary 
Beuhring, W. H. Ramsey, Thos. Allen and a number of oth- 
ers. 

There were 135 pupils enrolled at school that year. I 
would love to tell of a number of amusing incidents that oc- 
curred while we were at school, but perhaps it would re-. 
quire too much space. Such incidents as our initiation, the 
failure to initiate Ed corder, the planting of the trees on 
the college grounds, the foot race between Tom Allen and 
myself, the finding of the dead body of John Upton who was 
drowned in Ohio River, the rabbit in the school well, the dead 
chicken in the cistern. Attendance at S. S. where J. N. 
Potts was Superintendent and Rev. W. P. Walker Pastor 
and teacher of the S. S. Class that I was in, and the songs 
that were sung at opening exercises of school. Mrs. L. C. 
Martin at the organ. Dear Mrs. Martin she was so kind to 
me. 

I should not fail to mention the janitor Martin Van 
Buren, an old hump backed negro who had been a slave. 
He would get the boys to help him in his studies at night 
and learned fairly well. 

At that time Huntington was more than half a mile be- 
low Marshall College. Mr. Holderly lived about one fourth 
of a mile from the school building. I heard him say he had 
plowed where the central part of Huntington stands. The 
Baptist church was a rented room over a store on 3rd Ave- 
nue Corner of 10th Street, in same building was Odd Fel- 
lows Hall. Rev. W. P. Walker was pastor and received 
$400.00 a year salary and gave one tenth to religious causes. 

N. Potts was Sunday School Superintendent. He was an 
ex-soldier and still lives. Huntington was then terminus 
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of the C, & O. R .R. There were no street cars, no autos, 
no radios, no telephones, no electric lights, no elevators. 

The telephone had been invented but was not in general 
use. The boys at school put up a telephone made as follows: 
A Tomato can with both ends out had a piece of raw hide 
stretched over one end, a hole punched through the middle, 
a string was put through the hole and tied around a pin on 
the inside of the can, and the same at the other end of the 
line. It was perhaps loo feet long and reached from a room 
in the main building to a room in the wing. We could hear 
over it fairly well. No battery was used. 

James Clark Ramsey 

Solomon said, "Let another praise thee and not thyself." 
But another wise man, Wm. J. Bryan, said, "If you do 

not toot your own horn it may never be tooted." 
I have admired W. J. Bryan, not because he advocated 

free silver tho' it is 16 to i that he may have been right on 
thatbut I admire his stand on prohibition of the liquor 
traffic and his stand on evolution. 

Well I was born May 25, 1858 in what is now Wilderness 
District, Nicholas County, W. Va. I lived 50 years in the 
house in which I was born. This house is standing yet. It 
was built by my father about 1853, and was, as far as I can 
learn, the best log house in Wilderness District and has as 
fine a chimney as I ever saw, being built by my father. 

My mother was past 46 years of age when I was born. 
I was much younger than any of my brothers, being more 
than 8 years younger than my youngest brother. I suppose 
the reason I was not born sooner was because I was too 
contrary. Uncle Math Hughes said that I was so contrary 
and different from other persons that if I would fall in the 
river he would look up the river for me as I would be too 
contrary to float down stream. 
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I rather believe my father and mother admired my self- 
assertion and difference from others as they so treated inc 
that part of my older brothers accused them of the same 
that Joseph's brothers accused Jacob. However this disposi- 
tion often got me into trouble with others. 

I know I did not follow the example set by part of them 
who used tobacco. Four of my brothers used tobacco and 
three of us did not. Ail the four who used tobacco died be- 
fore they were 75 years of age. One who did not use it lived 
past 75 and one lived to neal 85. 

Well I want to mention some of the events that I have 
been first in. I was the first person born in Wilderness Dis- 
trict that taught school with a first grade teacher's certifi- 
cate. I now hold a life time certificate issued in 1921 which 
has an average of 98-3/11%. So far as I am able to find, it 
is the highest grade certificate in W. Va. 

I bought the first wheat drill ever brought to Nicholas 
Co. This was in 1883. It was burned when my barn was 
burned in 1908. I had the first bored well in Wilderness 
District. This was bored by Baker and Greaser in June, 
1891. 

I used the first commercial fertilizer ever used in Wilder- 
ness District so far as I know. This was 1883. 

I had the first acetelene light plant installed, so far as I 
know, in Wilderness. I had the first radio in Wilderness. 

This was made by my son, Burt Ramsey, and a Mr. Henry 
at Morgantown and used a while in my house. 

If being first in these matters were an indication of pro- 
gressiveness I perhaps inherited the disposition from my 
fatherf or as I said he built the best log house and the best 
chimney in the neighborhood. He bought and used the first 
cast cane mill in Nicholas County, This was 1866, I believe. 

He bought the first spring wagon ever brought to Wilder- 
ness. It was built by James Thompson at Rodney, 0Mo, 
about 1868, cost $125. My father and James McClung 
brought the first horse power thrashing machine to Wilder- 
ness District, My father and I together studied out how to 
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measure the height of a tree while the tree is standing. We 
did it not by the length of the shadow but by a geometrical 
process. 

I taught my first and second schools at the old Dorsey 
school house which stood 14 mile south of where Alonzo 
Dorsey now lives. I began the first term Dec. 3, 1877. The 
trustees that employed me were Dawson Baber, Andrew 
Dorsey and Thos. Trent, the father of our newly elected 
State Superintendent, W. W. Tient. I had a No. 3 certifi- 
cate. My salary was $16 per month first term. The second 
term I had a 2nd grade certificate with a salary of ,18 per 
month. 

I next taught the Ramsey school, 1879, with a 2nd grade 
certificate salary $18.00. Taught the Ramsey school second 
time with a first grade with a salary of $24. I was employed 
by Board of Education, each of these terms. I also taught 
one month at Buck-horn, in May 1881 and one month at 
Wahoo in June 1881, finishing schools that teachers had 
quit at end of three months. 

I have taught the Ramsey school 2 regular free school 
terms and nine Summer Normal terms of 13 weeks each. 

I have taught Rocky Point school eleven regular free 
school terms. 

I have taught the Bell school four free school terms and 
five Summer Normals. Also I taught one term at New 
Milton and one term at Pine Grove, and three terms at 
Black's Chapel, and two terms at Gilgal, in all 45 regular 
free school terms. 

I taught one Summer Normal at Gilgal and 4 terms at the 
Hall at i\'It. Nebo, making 19 Summer Normals. There were 
more than 200 teacTers attended these Normals. They came 
from Fayette, Greenbrier, Kanawha and Nicholas Counties. 

Besides the free schools that I attended, I attended State 
Normal at Marshall College, School at Milton, training 
school at Richmond Chapel, Fayette Co., taught by S. C. 
Loomis, at Bell School taught by Prof. B. H. White, two 
peunmanship schools taught by Prof. J. S. Lilly, took cor- 
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respondence lessons from Prof. J. S. Lilly, took correspon 
deuce lesson in agriculture, attended Prof. J. H. Ha]l's music 
school four terms of 12 days each, four terms of Prof. B. 
C. Unsdd's music school of 15 days each, besides other work 
along educational lines. 

But home study has been a life work with me. 
As to my politics. My father was a Republican after the 

Civil War. I believed to the Republican party was due the 
credit for abolishing slavery. My first vote was for James 
A. Garfield for President, in 1880. In 1884 I voted for John 
P. St. John, prohibition candidate for president. 

I voted for every prohibition candidate for president until 
the 18th amendment was adopted and the Republican party 
pledged to enforce it. So I voted for Coolidge in 1924. I 
voted for Hoover in 1928. But the Republican party and 
Hoover backslided. I voted for Upshaw the prohibition 
candidate in 1932. T was on that ticket as elector. 

I have mixed my ticket in State and County all the while, 
voting usually more Republican than Democratic. 

When asked why I would vote for prohibition nominees 
when I know there was no chance to elect, I answered by 
saying "It gives me a clear conscience." 

My father and mother were members of the M. E. Church. 
I made my first start to be a Christian at old Fowler Knob 
Baptist Church December 1875, in a revival meeting con- 
ducted by Rev, A. J. McClung. He lined and sung a hymn 
each verse ending "Why Not Tonight." When the offer was 
made for seekers they sang a song the chorus being, "I will 
arise and go to Jesus; He will embrace nie in his arms; In 
the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand 
charms." With considerable effort I arose and went to the 
altar. Uncle Joe Huifman came and talked to me and point- 
ed nie to Jesus. 

In March following I joined the Methodist Church at 
Ramsey school house which was used for preaching. Rev- 
erend Neville Craig Beckley received me into the Church 
and gave me some encouraging advice. He was at that time 
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the Circuit Rider, having all Nicholas County as his field of 
work. He had been Captain in the Confederate Army in the 
Civil War being a son of General Alfred Beckley, for whom 
the town of Beckley was named. In 1901 I visited the grave 
yard at Beckley where Gen. Beckley and preacher Beckley 
were buried. At that time i talked with John Beckley a 
brother of the preacher. I believe the Beckleys were good 
honorable people. 

I have remained a member of the Methodist Church for 
56 years. It is the Church of my choice, but I have not 
endorsed everything in the Church. We have had some real 
good men as pastors of our Church and sorne have been 
failures. We have had some good presiding elders, but two 
or three of them have gone bad and had to be put out of 
the Church. 

My father, three of my brothers, Wesley, Addison, Jacob 
and myself practically built Glad Tidings Church. It was 
started in 1876, completed about 1882. 

The Church extension helped us $100. I served as Sunday 
School Superintendent 20 years, and as a sort of reserve to 
act in emergency ever since. 

I was named for Rev. J. L. Clark who was presiding elder 
here when I was born. I read his auto-biography in which 
he told about his mother crossing the Atlantic ocean. A 
severe storm arose. The Captain said for them all to pray. 
The noted infidel, Tom Paine, was a passenger on the ship. 
Ile had been saying there was no God. But he prayed along 
with the others. 

Oct. 9th, 18.79. I was united in marriage to Melcena 
Dorsey, daughter of John F. and Elizabeth Dorsey. Melcetia 
Dorsey was born aune 30, 1860. She taught one term of 
school after we were married. 

Our children were, Hance, born Nov. 25, 1882, died Dec. 

8, 1882. Is buried at Gilgal Church, grave is marked by a 
small marble. 

Ira Sankey, born Oct. 30, 1884. Besides common schools 
he attended Marshall College several terms. He obtained a 
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first grade certificate when 17 years of age. He taught 
school at Mount Hope in Fayette County, at Gilgal in Nicho- 
las County and in Kanawha County at Crown Hill, Cedar 
Grove, Cabin Creek, teaching 7 years in all. Then he follow- 
ed surveying in coal mines. He has worked at almost every 
kind of jobs in coal mining from loading to superintendent, 
mine inspector, etc. Worked at Cabin Creek, Birmingham, 
Alabama, Indianola, Penn., Fairmont, W. Va., and at places 
in Tennessee and Kentucky. He now lives at Fairmont, W. 
Va. His wife was Anne Stauffer, who was born in Penn. 
They have no children of their own. 

May Ramsey our third child was born Nov. 2, 1887. She 
taught school five years in Kanawha County. She was 
united in marriage Feb. 1911, to R. Oscar Burton. They 
lived at Russell, Kentucky, her husband working on the C. 

& O. R. R. as brakeman and conductor. May died of T. B. 
Feb. 6, 1914 and is buried at Mt. Giland Baptist Church. 
She left one child two years old, Lucile, who made her home 
at our house since. But she stayed with her father attend- 
ing school three years, and two years at her aunt Elizabeth's 
at Logan. She finished high school at Logan 1929. She is 
now in State College at Fairmont, this being her third year 
there. 

Our fourth child, Frank Burt, was born Sept. 14, 1893. 
He attended school at Valparaiso, Indiana, was graduated 
from Nicholas high 1918. Volunteered in army in World's 
War, served in training camps at Camp Lee, Va., and Atlan- 
ta, Ga. Went to France and was honorably discharged in 
Feb. 1919. 

He attended W. Va. University fìve years, receiving his 
degree in mechanical engineering. He has taught 6 years 
in high school. He now is teaching his fourth year in Shinn- 
ston High. Burt Ramsey and Mae Groves, daughter of Allie 
Groves, were united in marriage in Sept. 1920. They have 
one boy, Robert, 9 years of age and one girl, Dorothy Jean, 
7 years of age. 

Our fifth child, Elizabeth, was born Feb. 6, 1898. 
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She obtained a first grade teacher's certificate, taught one 
year in Harrison County, obtained diploma at Nicholas High, 
attended Business School at Charleston receiving a diploma 
from same. She worked for Coal Company at Ethel, Logan 
County, married H. G. Hylton, who is Store Manager for a 
coal company at Wilkinson, Logan County, where they make 
their home. 

They have no children. 
Our sixth and youngest child was Mattie Jane Ramsey, 

born Feb. 6, 1901. After finishing common school she took 
the Nicholas High School course. She taught 3 terms of 
school, took business course, worked in Morgantown some 
time. 

She was united in marriage to A. Lynn Core of Core, 
Mononahela County, W. Va. She gave birth to one child, 
John, who died when 1 year and 7 days of age. 

Mattie died of T. B. March 26, 1928. She was buried in 
graveyard of the Core Christian Church close by where she 
taught her first school. Mattie was a bright, interesting 
good girl. She manifested in her last days a bright hope of 
meeting her dear little boy of whom the Bible says "Of such 
is the Kingdom of God." Also, "That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven." 
Matthew, 18 e., 10 y. 

Pioneer History - The Ramsey School 

About 1866 or 1867 the first free schools were taught in 
Nicholas County. Iam not sure who was first County Su» 

perintendent of schools in Nicholas County, but I believe it 
was Dr. Wm. P. Rucker. Wm. Y. Callahan was perhaps the 
second Superintendent. Rev. H. C. Tinsley was perhaps 
the third, and J. Haymond Robinson was the fourth. The 
first organization was board of trustees for each district, 
now called sub-district, a division of the townships and 
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districts up to the adoption of the new constitution in 1872, 
which changed to districts and sub-districts, a useless 
change. The townships were Summersville, Wilderness, 
Muddlety, Cross Lanes, Kentucky, and I believe Jefferson. 

Teachers' Certificate were No's. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. There was 
at first no price fixed by law what salary teachers should be 
paid. It was what they could be employed for. 

The first free school taught in Ramsey school sub-district 
No. i was taught at what was then called the Nick Ramsey 
house, it having been built just before the Civil War. Nick 
was killed in September, 1861. 

The school was taught by John H. Morrison, not much of 
a scholar, holding I believe a No. 4 certificate, but his lack 
of scholarship was made up by industry, and enthusiasm. 
The term was three months. There was a good fireplace 
and chimney. The seats were split logs with holes bored in 
the round sides and legs inserted and the flat side was 
turned up to sit on. 

The following persons were pupils of said school: Joseph 
Boggs, Mary White, Fanny White, Malon Wills, Julia Wills, 
Sarah Wills, Elsie Foster, George Huifman, Nancy Huffman 
Martha Huifman, Malinda Huifman, Emma Huifman, Henry 
Huifman, John Wright, Bob Wright, Salue Wright, Mar- 
garet Wright, Jacob Ramsey, Clark Ramsey, James Moses, 
Wade Moses, Matty Moses, Julia Moses, Spurgeon Mc- 

Clung, Floyd Ellis, Clark Ellis, Jasper Ellis, making 27. 

These are all I can think of now. There may have been 
others. Of these the following are living. Martha Huff- 
man Boley, Fanny White Bennett, Spurgeon MeClung, 
Henry Huifman, died Feb. 18, 1933. Clark Ramsey. It s 

possible that some others may be living, but I think not. 

The next free school was taught in an old house that stood 
near Henry Huifman's present house. It was taught by 
Lewis Neal. I am not sure of the dates of each of these 
schools, but the dates were 1867-68 or 69. 
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The first free school building in Ramsey school sub-dis- 
trict was built by Wesley Ramsey and Cass Ramsey. It 
was built of hewed poplar and oak logs, chinked and 
daubed, and slats nailed over the cracks to keep the mud 
from falling on the inside. 

The stove was a wood stove placed near the center of the 
room, where stoves ought to be instead of in the corner. 
There were two windows on the North side and two on the 
South side, a much better place for them than to have them 
all on the north side, as they are now. The seats were made 
of 1½ inch poplar Iimber, pretty good seats. There was 
a small table made by M. H. Wills of nice cherry lumber, 
with a drawer and a lock to it. There was a blackboard ex- 
tended along the West end of the house, but not used much. 

Mr. N. C. Hendrick taught the first school in this house. 
He was employed by the trustees at 35. a month for four 
months. I believe the trustees were: M. H. Wills, Joseph 
A. Huifman, and James King. The Board of Education was 
composed of: J. Riley Ramsey, Wm. G. Huifman and John 
Nutter. 

The school began in November, 1870, I think. The pu- 
pils were: Nancy R. Huifman, Martha J. Huifman, Malin- 
da D. Huifman, Emma F. Huifman, Henry C. Huifman, 
Mary E. Huifman, Nannie King, Mary King, Charlotte 
Boggs, Malon A. Wills, Sarah E. Wills, Simeori R. Wills, Joel 
P. Wills, Paul Harvey, Shauver, Jacob K. Ramsey, James í. 
Ramsey, Martha Ramsey, Overton H. Ramsey, James W. 
Ramsey, Elihu Ramsey, Mary Legg, Lydia Legg, Nathan 
Legg, John Burdett Jack Burdett, Kit Burdett, Sis Burdett, 
Mary White, Fanny White, Elizabeth White, Rebecca 
White, Jacob Ode!! (son of big Will), Eslie Foster, Wm. W. 
Jones, and perhaps Annettie Ramsey, Barbara Ramsey, 
Francina Ramsey, Wm. A. Ramsey, Stephen Neal, Eli Neal. 
These latter may not have attended the first term, but 
as N. C. Hendrick taught the school two terms they may 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 163 

have only attended the second term. I may have left out 
some as these are entirely from memory. 

Tom Collison taught the next term at Ramsey school. 
There was considerable opposition to him, The stove was 
stolen, and he had to quit school after teaching about six 
weeks. Cass Ramsey, Sam Legg, and George Bails had 
taken the stove to Aunt Barb Wiseman's and placed it un- 
der the floor where it remained until it was needed for the 
next school. 

P. Dodge Shepherd was the next teacher beginning in 
the fall of 1873. He had a first grade certificate and was a 
fine penman. He was sociable and played with the schol- 
ars. When he called school he would say 'books", and 
when we were off some distance it would sound like he called 
the cows. 

One morning Jim and Hugh and Ovy and I were over in 
the woods getting a load of stove wood when Mr. Shepherd 
came out and called "books". Hugh said not very loud, "go 
back and shut your mouth." We supposed he would ask 
which one of us said that. But instead he gave Hugh sev- 
eral licks with a switch and told him not to say that any 
more, which command we all obeyed. There were many in- 
teresting events in this school I would love to tell. 

In the fall of 1874 A. D. Kesler began school at Ramsey 
school. I have a Harvey's grammar and a dictionary that 
my father gave me that fall. Dick Kesler was ari excellent 
teacher. He was the first teacher that used the blackboard 
very much. He was strict in government, and thorough in 
his teaching, especially in arithmetic, 

On October 18, 1875, Joseph A. Alderson began school. 
The way I remember the date is I cut it on one of the school 
house logs. Joe was a good kind teacher. He was 17 years 
old in September that year. I was four months older than 
he. 

The next year, 1876 A. D. Kesler taught again. This 
was my last year in public school. He taught four months 
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and I went through all the school books, viz. McGuffeys 

spelling book, McGuffeys sixth reader, Mitchells geography, 
Ray's arithmetic, Harveys grammar, Venables U. S. his- 

tory. All of these were better texts books than we have 
now, except the geography. 

The Ramsey school has always been rather noted for 
good spellers. Mr. Hendrick paid special attention to spell- 

ing. He taught the sound of the vowels. I remember the 
spelling books, had a set of key words along the top of the 
page. They were: fate, fat, far, fall, was, me, met, her, pine, 

pin, sir, no, not, nor, wolf, move, love, tube, tub, fur, full, 

type, hymn, myrrh, cell, gem, chaise, rose, this. Instead 
of the diacritical markings over the vowels, there were fig- 

tires. I could pronounce any vowel sound by the figure that 
was over it. Now we have no guide in our spelling books 
that is worth anything. 

The spelling books as well as Harvey's grammar each had 
a good treatise on orthography, ahead of anything we have 
now. 

Following A. D. Kesler's teaching the Ramsey school, 

Hance Dorsey taught. Then followed Alex Stephenson. I 

taught it the next two terms. Will say here that I have 
taught the Ramsey school twenty two regular public school 
terms and nine Spring and Summer terms. 

Other teachers who have taught at Ramsey are: Mary 
Huifman, Vernie Boley, Hance Pierson, Aurilla O'Dell, Ru- 
fus Humphrjes, C. A. McClung, Squire Halstead, Annie Hal- 
stead, Bssie Rader, Myrt1 Starling, F. B. Ramsey, Wim 

Crookshanks, M. F_ Brown, Vesta O'Dell Brown, Mrs. Ada 
Johnson Dorsey, Alice Armentrout, Festus Taylor, and B. 
F. Backus, R. U. Dorsey. 

Ramsey School is famous for turning out teachers. 
The following persons became teachers that were pupils 

in Ramsey school, regular free school, saying nothing about 
scores who attended in the select schools. 
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W. W. Jones, P. H. Shawver, Mary E. Huifman, Join 
Pancake, Bernard H. White, Aurilla ODelI, W. Clark O'Dell, 

Clarence O'Dell, Evelyn O'Dell, Fieda O'Dell, Lawrence 
Huifman, Lester Huifman, Lena Huifman, Ada Huifman, 
Amy Huifman, Vernie Boley, Otis Boley, Bessie Boley, Hen- 
ry Dorsey, Wiley Dorsey, Warner Dorsey, Urban Dorsey, 
ida Dorsey, Esta Dorsey, Estin Holcomb, Mary Sawyer, 
Rush Hughes, W. H. Ramsey, J. C. Ramsey, Melcena Ramp 

sey, Ira S. Ramsey, Elizabeth Ramsey, Matty Ramsey, Jes- 

sie Ramsey, Chando Ramsey, Fisk Ramsey, Goldie Ramsey, 
Pearl Ramsey, Alice Armentrout, Minnie Armentrout, Edith 
Kirkwood, Edith Hendrickson, Egbert Jones, Edith Jones, 
Lelia King, Leo King, Lucille King, Lula King, Stuart King, 
Hill O'Dell, Owen O'Dell, Loraine Moses, Jesse Brown, Al- 

fred Brown, Vesta O'Dell, ma Dunbar, Eugene Dunbar, 
Daisy Dunbar, Jamie Dunbar, Maggie Haistead, and Della 
Brown, F. B. Ramsey, Homer O'Dell, Clarence Bruffy. 

I doubt whether any other single room school in Nicholas 
Co., or W. Va., has turned out as many teachers, sixty-six 
that I can think of and there may have been more. 

Other Ramseys 

Besides the Ramseys that I have written up, there are 
Ramseys in almost every state, and almost every county in 
W. Va. 

In the "History of Old Alexandria, Virginia," I find one 

William Ramsey, very prominent in the founding of the 
town of Alexandria. William Ramsey and John Carlyle had 
a Tobacco Warehouse built there. Chapter IX in the "His- 
tory of Old Alexandria" is headed WlTLAM RAMSEY. In 
that chapter we find as follows- 

"Mr. William Ramsey, first projector and founder of this 
promising city, was invested with a gold chain and meilal. 

Upon one side was represented the infant state of Alexan- 
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dna with these word 'Condita Regn Geo. 11 Anno Domino 
1749' ". 

William Ramsey is spoken of as probably the most popu- 
lar citizen of Alexandria. He was born in Galloway, Scot- 
land and came to Dumfries, Prince William County, about 
1742 to represent a Scottish firm doing business at that 
place. He was an influential man being one of the first 
trustees of the town. He accumulated a modest fortune, 
owned his vessels, exported and imported goods, took pas- 
sengers for distant ports. His life was blameless, ever con- 
scientious in the discharge of his duties as a Christian and 
charitable to all and ever foremost in all progressive move- 
ments for the welfare of the town. 

He married Ann McCarty Ball, a cousin of George Wash- 
ington, with whom he had a life long friendship. In all his 
patriotic ventures he was aided by his wife, who by her 
unfailing efforts collected $75,000 for the Continental 
Army, besides looking to the welfare of the orphan children 
of the Revolutionary soldiers. At the present time her 
memory is preserved in the name of the local chapter of the 

Children of the Revolution." "The Ann McCarty Ramsey" 
one the of the first chapters of that patriotic society. 

In 1766, Mr, Ramsey made a brief visit to Scotland and 
while there was made a Burgess of the towns of Dumfries 
and Kirk Cudbright. He died at an advanced age in 1785 
and was buried by the side of his wife in old Christ Church 
Yard, but in an unmarked grave. A Scotch pine has been 
planted by his decendants as a memorial. 

Colonel Dennis Ramsey, son of William and Ann McCar- 
ty Ball Ramsey was born at Alexandria in 1756. He en- 
tered the Revolutionary War as captain in the Virginia Con- 
tinental line. He served with distinction and at the close 
of the war held the rank of Colonel. He was mayor of the 
town in 1788-9 and delivered a farewell address to Washing- 
ton when he paused at Alexandria while on his way to his 
inauguration as First President of the United States, April 
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16, 1789. He was present at the funeral lodge of Washing- 
ton, December 16, 1799, and was a pallbearer at the obsequy 
on the 18th. 

Colonel Ramsey married Jane Allen Taylor, daughter of 
Jesse Taylor of Belfast, Ireland. He and his wife are buried 
in the old Presbyterian Graveyard on South Fairfax Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia. Their graves are unmarked. 

The address delivered by Colonel Dennis Ramsey spoken 
of above and Washington's reply, are given in the "History 
of Old Alexandria" on pages 196-7-8. 

William Ramsey was the first postmaster at Alexandria, 
serving from 1770 until his death 1785. On page 64 is a 
picture of a house built by him. 

Foremost among our female citizens stands Ann McCarty 
Ramsey who collected money to support widows and or- 
phans of the Revolutionary soldiers, and of whom Thomas 
Jefferson said she had done more for the cause of the Revo- 
lution than any woman in this vicinity. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Tretcher Stuart, granddaughter of Wil- 

]iam Ramsey was always foremost in charity.Pages 330- 
31. 

I obtained the following information in Monroe County 
August, 1929,- 

Susan Hazeiwood of Hans Creek near Rock Camp, Mon- 

roe County, age 71 years, wife of John T. Hazeiwood. Her 
grandfather was Daniel Ramsey. Her grandmother was 

Bettie Wiseman. Her father was James W. Ramsey. There 
were seven in the family. She is the sixth child. The chil- 

dren are as follows,Ciemetirìe, Grariville, Marguerite 
Daniel, John, Susan and James. Her three brothers live in 

Missouri, Their addresses are,John Ramsey, Danig 
Ramsey, James Ramsey, Craig, Craig Holt County, Mis- 

souri. 
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The Romsoys of Scotnd 

There are certain qualities, both physical and mental, 
which for ages have run in the blood of distinguished fam- 
lIjes, and have obtained for them corresponding designa- 
tions. The 'gallant Grahams,' 'gay Gordons,' 'handsome 
Hays,' 'light Lindsays,' 'haughty Hamiltons,' have, genera- 
tion after generation, exhibited the qualities which these 
epithets imply. One noble Scottish family have, from the 
earliest times, been noted for their covetous greed of the 
lands of their neigh:bors; another for their cruelty; a third 
for their irascible temper; a fourth for their braggart boast- 
ing. The Ramsays have, from the earliest period down to 
the present day, been noted for their courage and military 
skill, and that 'stubborn hardihood' which may be broken 
but will not bend. They took a prominent part in the pro- 
tracted struggle for the liberty and independence of their 
country against 'our auld enemies of England, and laid 
down their lives for Scotland's cause on many a bloody field. 
In later times, the fifth, sixth, seventh, and ninth Earls at- 
tained high rank in the British army, while the younger 
members of their families acquired great distinction in Con- 

tinental and Colonial warfare. In allusion to their services 
both at home and abroad, Sir Walter Scott, who had a high 
regard for this old heroic family, makes King James, in the 
'Fortunes of Nigel,' speak of 'the auld martial stock of the 
house of Daiwolsey, than whom better men never did, and 
better never will draw sword for king and country. Heard 
ye never of Sir William Ramsay, of Dalwolsey, of whom 
John Fordoun saith, He was bellicosissimus, nobilissimus? 
We are grieved we cannot have the presence of the noble 

chief of that house at the marriage ceremony; but when 
there is honour to be won abroad, the Lord Daiwolsey is 
seldom to be found at home. "Sic fuit, est, et erit."' 
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The Ramsays (like the Bruces, Hamiltons, Lindsays, 
Maxwells, Setons, Keiths, Stewarts, and other great Scot- 
tish families, settled in Scotland during the reign of David 
I. They are said to be of German origin, which is not im- 
probable; but the founder of the Scottish branch of the 
house appears to have come into Scotland from Hunting- 
donshire, of which David was Earl before he ascended the 
throne, and where Ramsay is a local designation. The first 
person of distinction who bore the name in Scotland was 
the Sir William Ramsay whose noble and warlike character 
is eulogised by Fordoun. He was the friend of Robert 
Bruce, by whose side he fought throughout the War of In- 
dependence, and was one of the nobles who subscribed the 
celebrated memorial to the Pope, in 1320, vindicating the 
rights and liberties of their country. Sir Alexander Ram- 
say, the son of this baron, was one of the noblest and 
bravest of Scottish patriots. In the dark days of David II., 
the unworthy son of Robert Bruce, Sir Alexander acquired 
such distinction by his gallant exploits in defence of his 
country that, according to Fordoun, to serve in his band 
was considered a branch of military education requisite for 
all young gentlemen who meant to excel in arms. At the 
head of a body of knights and soldiers whom his fame as a 
daring and skillful warrior had drawn around him, he sal- 
lied from the crags and caves of Hawthornden, near Edin- 
burgh, where he found shelter, intercepted the convoys of 
the enemy, captured their provisions, cut off their strag- 
glers, and seriously hindered their operations. He was one 
of the leaders of the force which, in 1335, inflicted a crush- 
ing defeat on the Flemish auxiliaries under the command 
of the Count Namur, an the Boroughmuir of Edinburgh. 
He relieved the garrison of Dunbar, commanded by the fa- 
mous Countess of Dunbar and March, daughter of Ran- 
dolph, Earl of Moray, when besieged by the Earl of Salis- 
bury, in 1338, and reduced to the greatest extremities, and 
compelled the English army to raise the siege. He even 
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penetrated into Northumberland, which he wasted with fire 

and sword; and, on his homeward march, defeated a power- 

ful body of the enemy near Wark Castle, and killed or cap- 

tured them almost to a man. In a night attack, in 1342, 

he stormed the strong fortress of Roxburgh, situated rcar 
the confluence of the Teviot and the Tweed. The situation 
of this famous stronghold on the Borders rendered the pos- 

session of it during the continued warfare between England 

and Scotland of great importance to both of the contending 

parties. It was, therefore, usually the first place of attack 
en the breaking out of hostilities, was the scene of several 

daring exploits during the War of Independence, and fre- 

quently changed masters. Sir Alexander Ramsay was re- 

warded for the important service which he had rendered 

by its capture, by the appointment of governor of the castle, 

and was also nominated by the King (David II), Sheriff of 

Teviotdale, a post which had been previously held by Sir 

\Villiam Douglas, the Knight of Liddesdale. Deeply offend- 

ed at this act, Douglas vowed vengeance against the new 

sheriff, who had been his friend and companion in arms, 

and suddenly pounced upon him while he was holding his 

court in the church of Hawick. Hamsay, having no sus- 

picion of injury from his old comrade, invited Dauglas to 

take his place beside him. But the ferocious Baron, draw- 

ing his sword, attacked and wounded his unsuspecting vie- 

tim and throwing him bleeding across a horse, carried him 

off to the remote and solitary castle of Hermitage, amidst 

the morasses of Liddesdale, where he cast him into a dun- 

geon and left him to perish of hunger. Sii' Alexander is 

said by Fordoun to have prolonged his existence for seven- 

teen days by the grains of corn which fell through the crev- 

ices in the floor from a granary above his prison, Nearly 

four centuries and a half after the foul murder of this gal- 

lant patriot, a mason employed in building a wall beside the 

castle, laid open a vault about eight feet square, in which, 

amid a heap of chaff, there were found some human bones, 
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along with the remains of a saddle, a large bridle-bit, and an 
ancient sword. These relics were conjectured, with great 
probability, to have belonged to the gallant but unfortunate 
Ramsay, whose cruel death excited great and general indig- 
nation and sorrow among all classes of his contemporaries. 
'He had done a great deal,' said Fordoun, 'for the King and 
for the country's freedom; he had felled the foe everywhere 
around; greatly checked their attacks; won many a victory; 
done much good, and, so far as men can judge, would have 
done much more had he lived longer. In brave deeds of 
arms and in bodily strength he surpassed all others of his 
day.' And Wyntoun, after mentioning the sad fate which 
befel this brave and popular leader, adds- 

'He was the greatest menyd (lamented) man 
That any could have thought on than, 
Of his state or of more by far, 
All menyt him baith better and waur, 
The rich and puir him menyde baith, 
For of his dede (death) was meikie skith' (damage). 

Sir William Ramsay, the son of this lamented patriot, in- 
herited not a few of his father's virtues, and, in one of his 
raids across the Border, he defeated and took prisoner Sir 
Thomas Grey, of Chillingham, governor of Norham Castle, 
an ancestor of Earl Grey and the Earl of Tankerville. Sir 
Alexander Ramsay, his great-grandson, defended his cas- 
tle of Dalbousie so stoutly against a powerful English army, 
commanded by Henry IV, in person, that he compelled the 
enemy to abandon the siege. This gallant representative 
of the Ramsays was killed at the disastrous battle of Horn- 
ildon, in 1402. His son, also named Alexander (which seems 
to have been a favourite name in the family), was one of 
the barons who were sent to England in 1423, to escort 
James I. to Scotland on his return from his long captivity, 
and was knighted at the coronation of that monarch the 
following year. Sir Alexander Ramsay was one of the 
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principal leaders of the Scottish forces which defeated an 
English army at Piperdert, in 1435. The Ramsays of Cock- 
pen and Whitehill descended from his second son Robert. 
Other three Alexanders followed in succession, the third of 
whom fell at Flodden fighting gallantly under the banner of 

his sovereign. 

The fine estate of Foulden, in Berwickshire, which had 
been nearly three hundred years in the family, passed away 
from them at the death of George Ramsay, who seems to 
have been deficient in the family characteristic of firm ad- 
herence to the cause which they espoused; for, though he 
signed the Bond of Association in 1567 for the defence of 
the infant sovereign, James VI., on the escape of Queen 
Mary from Lochieven Castle, he joined her party, and 
pledged himself at Hamilton, in 1568, to support her cause. 
His grandson, Sir George Ramsay, was raised to the peer- 
age by James VI., in 1618, with the title of Lord Ramsay of 
Meirose, but, disliking this designation, he obtained permis- 
sion from the King in the following year to change his title 
to Lord Ramsay of Daihousie. His younger brother, John, 
was the person who was mainly instrumental in rescuing 
King James from the Earl of Gowrie and his brother, in the 
mysterious affair called 'The Gowrie Conspiracy' (A. D. 

1600). Both the brothers, indeed, fell by his hand. For 
this sigiial service he was created Viscount Haddington and 
Lord Ramsay of Barns, in the peerage of Scotland. Tn 1620 

he was made an English peer by the titles of Earl of Hold- 

erness and Viscount of Kingston-upon-Thames, with the 
special addition of,honour, that upon the 5th of August an- 

miallythe day appointed to be observed in giving thanks 
to God for the King's preservationhe and his male heirs 
for ever should bear the sword of state before the King, in 
remembrance of his deliverance. On the death of the Earl, 
in 1625, without surviving issue, his titles became extinct. 

William, second Lord Ramsay, was elevated to the rank 
of Earl of Daihousie, by Charles I., in 1633. He was a 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 173 

staunch Royalist, and was, in consequence, heavily fined by 
Cromwell in 1G54, His grandson, George Ramsay, of ear- 
riden, third son of the second Earl, was a gallant soldier, 
and served with great distinction in Holland and Flanders. 
After the battle of Valeour, he was made brigadier-general, 
and was appointed colonel of the Scottish regiment of 
Guards. For his eminent services at the battle of Landen, 
in 1693, he was promoted to the rank of major-general, and, 
in 1702, he was created lieutenant-general, and appointed 
commander-in-chief of the forces in Scotland. He died in 
1705. I1ackay, in his Memoirs,' describes him as ' gentle- 
man of a great deal of fire, very brave, and a thorough sol- 
dier.' 

Of the third and fourth Earls, both of whom enjoyed the 
titles and estates for a very short time, there is nothing 
worthy of special notice to relate; but William, the fifth 
Earl, was a man of mark and influence. He had the sagac- 
ity to perceive the great good that would flow from the 
union of Scotland with England, and, in spite of popular 
clamour, he steadily supported that measure throughout. 
In the war of the Spanish Succession he was colonel of the 
Scots Guards, with the rank of brigadier-general in the 
forces sent by the British Government, in 1710, to the as- 
sistance of the Archduke Charles of Austria, in his contest 
for the Spanish Crown against Philip, grandson of Louis 
XIV. On the death of Earl William unmarried, in October 
of the same year, the family titles and estates descended to 
William Ramsay, grandson of the first Earl, who, like most 
both of his predecessors and successors, was a gallant sol- 
dier. He died in 1739, in the seventy-ninth year of his age, 
having had the misfortune to outlive his eldest son George, 
Lord Ramsay, whose marriage to Jean, daughter of the 
Hon. Henry Maule, the heiress of the ancient family of 
Maule, brought extensive estates into the family. She bore 
him seven sons, of whom four died young. Two of them 
were poisoned by eating the berries of the ivy. Lord Ram- 
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say's eldest son, Charles, succeeded his grandfather as sev- 
enth Earl, in 1759. He attained the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel in the army, and died unmarried in 1764. His broth- 
er George, the eighth Earl, was twice elected one of the 
sixteen representatives peers of Scotland, and held the office 
of Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly of 
the Scottish Church for six years in succession (1777-1783). 
On the death of his uncle, William, Earl of Panmure, in 
1782, the extensive estates of that nobleman devolved upon 
him in life rent with remainder to his second son, William 
Ramsay. True to the hereditary instinct of the family, his 
third, fourth, and seventh sons entered the army, in which 
the two former attained the rank of lieutenant-general, and 
the last was a captain. The sixth son was in the naval ser- 
vice of the East India Company, and four of the grandsons 
of the eighth Earl entered the Indian army. 

His eldest son, George Ramsay, succeeded him in the fam- 
ily titles and estates. Earl George was the school and col- 
lege companion of Sir Walter Scott, who held him in high 
and affectionate esteem. On meeting with the Earl in the 
evening of life, after a long separation, Sir Walter mentions 
him as still being, and always having been, 'the same manly 
and generous character, that all about him loved as the 
L.ordie Ramsay of the Yard' (the playground of the Edin- 
burgh High School). The Earl served with great distinc- 
tion in the West Tndies, Holland, and Egypt, and in the 
Spanish Peninsula, where he commanded the Second Di- 

.0 ii,. O..L,I fl... . L M 1.,LL.1 .0 t!T,.L...1., sio Oi LIIC my, flu a ue ue o 
He attained the fll rank of general, was made a Knight 
Grand Cross of the Bath, was one of the general officers 
who received the thanks of Parliament, and was created a 
British peer by the title of Baron Daihousie of Daihousie 
Castle. In 1816 he was appointed to the government of 
Nova Scotia; and, in 1819, he succeeded the Duke of Rich- 
mond as Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of the 
forces in North America. He was Captain-General of the 
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Royal Company of Archers, or Queen's Body Guard in Scot- 
land. The Earl died in 1838, in the sixty-eighth year of his 
age, universally regretted. 

There is an interesting notice of this excellent nobleman 
in Sir Walter Scott's Dairy, under the date of January, 
1828Drove to Daihousie, where the gallant Earl, who has 
done so much to distinguish the British name in every quai'- 
ter of the globe, is repairing the castle of his ancestors, 
which of yore stood a siege against John of Gaunt. I was 
his compainon at school, where he was as much beloved by 
his playmates as he has been respected by his companions 
in arms and the people over whom he has been deputed to 
exercise the authority of his sovereign. He was always 
steady, wise, and generous. The old castle of Dalhousie- 
seu potius, Dalwolseywas mangled by a fellow called, I 

believe, Douglas, who destroyed, as far as in him lay, its 
military and baronial character, and roofed it after the fash- 
ion of a poor's-house. Burn is now restoring and repair- 
ing it in the old taste, and, I think, creditably to his own 
feeling. God bless the roof-tree.' 

Earl George married, in 1805, Christian, the only child 
of Charles Broun, of Coalstoun, in East Lothian, the rep- 
resentative of a family which had flourished in Scotland 
since the twelfth century. With this lady the Earl re- 
ceived a good estate and an heirloom besides, with which 
the welfare of the family was in old times supposed to be 
closely connected. This palladium was an enchanted pear, 
which came to the Brouns of Coalstoun through the mar- 
riage of the head of the family early in the sixteenth cen- 
tury to Jean Hay, daughter of the third Lord Yester, an- 
cestor of the Marquis of Tweeddale. According to tradi- 
tion, this pear had been invested with some invaluable 
propertie"s by the famous wizard, Flugo de Gifford, of Yes- 
ter, whose appearance is so vividly described in Sir 'Walter 
Scott's poem of 'Marmion.' One of his daughters, it is said, 
was about to be married, and as the bridal party was pro- 
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ceeding to the church he halted beneath a pear-tree, and 
plucking one of the pears gave it to the bride, telling her 
that as ]ong as that gift was kept good fortune would never 
desert her or her descendants. This precious pear was 
given by the third Lord Yester to his daughter on her mar- 
riage to George Broun of Coalstoun, and at the same time 
he informed his son-in-law that, good as the lass might be, 
her tocher (dowry) was still better, for while she could 
only be of use in her own day and generation, the pear, so 
long as it continued in the family, would cause it to flourish 
till the end of time. This pear was accordingly preserved 
with great care in a silver case by the fortunate recipient 
and his descendants. About the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, however, it is said that the wife of one of 
the lairds, on becoming pregnant, felt a longing for the for- 
bidden fruit and took a bite of it. According to another 
version of the story, it was a maiden lady of the family 
who out of curiosity chose to try her teeth upon the pear, 
and in consequence of the injury thus done to the palladium 
of the house, two of the best farms on the estate liad soon 
afterwards to be sold. Another and more probable account 
of the incident in question, which is related by Crawford 
in his "Peerage,' is that Lady Elizabeth Mackenzie, daugh- 
ter of George, first Earl of Cromarty, on the night after 
her marriage to Sir George Broun, when she slept at Coal- 
stoun, dreamt that she had eaten the pear. Her father-in- 
law regarded this dream as a bad omen, and expressed 
great fear that the new-married lady would be instrumen- 
tal in the destruction of the house of Coalstoun. Her 
husband and she sied in 1718, leaving an only daughter, 
who inherited the estate, and married George Brown, of 
Eastfield, while the baronetcy descended to George Broun, 
of TI-iornydyke, male heir of the family. The pear has for 
generations been as hard as a stone, and is still in perfect 
preservation. It has been justly remarked that, apart from 
the superstition attached to it, this curious heirloom is cer- 
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tainly a most remarkable vegetable curiosity, having ex- 
isted for upwards of five centuries. The heiress of the 
Coa]stoun pear,' who died in 1839, bore Earl George three 
Sons. The eldest died unmarried in 1832, at the age of 
twenty-six, the second in 1817, in his tenth year. 

James Andrew Broun, the youngest son, was the illust- 
rious statesman who for eight years wielded the destinies 
of our Indian empire, and who, to the great sorrow of aH 
classes of the community and all political parties, passed 
away in the prime of life. He was born in 1812, and after 
receiving his preliminary education at Harrow, he entered 
Christ Church, Oxford, where he took his degree in 1833, 
gaining an honorary fourth class in classic. At the general 
election in 1834, which followed the accession of Sir Robert 
Peel to office, Lord Ramsay (his courtesy title) contested 
the représentation of Edinburgh, along with Mr. Lear- 
mouth, against Mr. Abercromby and Sir John Campbell. 
The great body of the electors were strongly attached to 
the Liberal cause, and the populace were not inclined to 
show much respect or forbearance to the supporters of the 
party who (as it was commonly though erroneously assert- 
ed at the time) had by a Court intrigue ejected the Whig 
Ministry from office. But. the frankness and courage of 
the young nobleman, the straightforwardness with which 
he avowed, and the marked ability with which lie defended 
his political creed, gained him golden opinions from all 
classes and parties in the city; and though he was defeated 
by a great majority, lie polled a much larger number of 
votes than liad been obtained by any previous Conservative 
candidate, At the close of the contest he remarked with a 
good-humour which even his opponents applaudedin al- 
lusion to the name of one of the family estatesthat 'they 
were daft to refuse the Laird o' Cockpen,' 

In 1837, however, Lord Ramsay was returned to the 
House of Commons as member for the county of Hadding- 
ton, but he did not retain his seat long enough to take any 
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prominent part in the debates or business of the house, for 
on the death of his father in the following year he was ele- 
vated to the House of Lords as tenth Ear1 of Daihousie. He 
speedily became noted there for his excellent business habits, 
which attracted the attention of the Duke of Wellington, 
and obtained for him in 1843, in Sir Robert Peel's second 
Administration, the office of Vice-President of the Board of 

Trade in succession to Mr. Gladstone. Two years later he 
was promoted to the post of President of the Board of 
Trade, which he retained until the overthrow of Sir Robert 
Peel's Ministry shortly after the repeal of the Corn Laws, 
and the return of the Whigs to office in 1846. In his position 
at the Board of Trade Lord Daihousie displayed remark- 
able energy and industry in acquiring a thorough knowledge 
of the commercial affairs of the country, and his skill in the 
science of engineering made him take especial interest in 
the construction of the numerous railways which at that 
period began to intersect the country like network. 

In 1847, on the recall of Lord Hardinge, the office of Goy- 
ernor-General of our East Indian dominions was offered to 
Lord Daihousie by Lord John Russell, and was readily ac- 

cepted by him. He was the youngest man ever appointed to 
that onerous and responsible position, and it was certainly 
no easy task to undertake the government of a population 
of two hundred and forty millions, composed of distinct, and 
in some instances at least, of unfriendly races, differing 
from each other in blood, language, and religion. But Lord 
Dalhousie possessed in an eminent degree the courage, 
moral and physical, of his race, and resolved, as he re- 
marked at the time, in a proverbial expression, to 'set a 
stout heart to a stey brae' (steep bank). In entering upon 
the duties of his office, he was encouraged by his knowledge 
of the fact that he enjoyed the confidence both of the Cab- 
met and the Court of Directors, the former having selected 
him on account of his known business talents and energy, 
while the latter cordially approved of his appointment be- 
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cause they believed that the Earl would carry out their 
schemes of annexation and aggrandisement. Before his 
predecessor quitted India he made a reduction of 50,000 
men in the strength of the army there, and expressed his 
conviction that for seven years not another hostile shot 
would be fired within the limits of the British Indian em- 
pire. Only a few months, however, after Lord Daihousie 
had assumed the reins of Government, the Second 
Sikh war broke out, the siege of Mooltan was undertaken, 
and the bloody battles of Chiliawalla and Goojerat 
were fought. Very conflicting opinions have been enter- 
tained and loudly expressed respecting the justice and 
expediency of the Governor-General's policy, but there is 
no difference of opinion as to the energy and success with 
which his plans were carried out. The result was the final 
and complete overthrow of the Sikhs, and the annexation 
of the Punjaub, and of Berar, Pegu, and Nagport, and the 
rich province of Oude, to the British empire. 

But 'peace hath her victories,' more glorious far than 
those of war, and it is a relief to turn from the contempla- 
tion of the sanguinary conflicts fought in India during Lord 
Dalhousie's vice-royalty to the civil and social improve- 
ments which he affected. Under his auspices an extensive 
line of railway was opened; Calcutta was placed by means of 
the electric telegraph in immediate correspondence with 
Bombay, Madras, and Lahore; canals were formed; educa- 
tion was greatly extended among the natives; infanticide 
and religious persecution were restrained, if not entirely 
tinguished; and various important reforms introduced into 
the legal and civil departments of the administration. 

Meanwhile the health of Lord Daihousie had suffered 
from his exciting and exhausting labours, as well as from 
the climate, and he was obliged to return to England in 
1856, having held their reins of empire upwards of eight 
years. He had been made a Knight of the Thistle in 1848; 
in 1849 he. had been elevated to the rank of marquis, and had 
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received the thanks of both Houses of Parliament and of the 
East India Company for the ability and zeal which he had 

displayed in the critical contest 'with the Sikhs. His lord- 

ship's enfeebled health prevented him from taking that 
place in the Government of the country for which his tal- 

ents and experience eminently fitted him. But in 1852, on 

the death of the Duke of Wellington, he received from the 

Earl of Derby the Wardenship of the Cinque Ports. He 

had held since 1845 the office of Lord-Clerk Register and 

Keeper of the Signet in Scotland. 
The Marquis died in 1860, in the forty-eighth year of his 

age. His wife, the eldest daughter of the Marquis of 

Tweeddale, predeceased him. He left two daughters, the 
eldest of whom is the wife of the Hon. Robert Bourke, third 
son of the fifth Earl of Mayo; the younger married Sir 
James Ferguson, Bart., Governor of Bombay. The estate of 

Coalstoun and the personal property of the Marquis passed 

to his daughters. The marquisate became extinct, but the 
earidom and barony of Daihousie, along with the hereditary 
estates of the Ramsays, descended to Fox Maule, second 

Lord Panmure, the cousin of the Marquis. At his death, 

in 1874, they came into possession of his cousin, George 

Ramsay, a naval officer, grandson of the eighth Earl, born 

in 1805, and are now enjoyed by his son, John William Ram- 

say, thirteenth Earl of Daihousie, who succeeded to them in 
1880.From a history of Scotland in the St. Louis Library. 

A Few ok Tess 
E. F. Ramsey's great grandfather and his wife's great 

grandfather was the same man.That is easy. 
Tom Ramsey's great grandfather on his mother's side and 

his great great grandfather on his father's side was the 
same man. 

Grace Ellis Skidmore's great great grandfather on her 
father's side and her great great great grandfather on her 
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mother's side was the same man.Not so easy. Well, here 
is the solution. Her father was E. S. Ellis; his father was 
Griffith Ellis whose wife was a daughter of Fanny Legg 
Swope, and her father was Thomas Legg. Grace Ellis 
Skidmore's mother was Edna Ramsey; her father was Reed 
Ramsey; his mother was Jane Legg Ramsey; her father 
was Thomas Legg, whose father was also Thomas Legg, the 
same man as the Thomas Legg above. Do you see? 

Halley Legg's great great grandfather on his father's 
side was the same man as his great great great grandfather 
on his mother's side.Figure that out Halley 

The same can be said of Walter Legg's ancestors.Fig- 
ure that out Woodrow. 

Maybe I had better take another person and figure a lit- 
tie. Ira Legg's great great grandfather was Richard Ranì- 
sey. His first wife's great great great grandfather was 

Richard Ramsey the same man as the above Richard Ram- 
sey. This Richard Ramsey came from Botetot County, Vir- 
ginia, to Monroe County, West Virginia in 1798. He bought 
a farm on Dropping Lick Creek and there he lived until he 
died in 1824. I have been in his old house. Ira Legg's wife 
was Pete Hawkin's daughter. Pete Hawkin's mother was 

Ward Wiseman's daughter. Ward Wiseman's mother was 

Mary Ramsey Wiseman. Her father was Richard Ramsey. 
Ira Legg's father was Charley Legg; his mother was Betty 
Ramsey Legg; her father was Bartholomew Ramsey; his 
father was Richard Ramsey of Monroe County. What kin 

were Ira and his wife ?Jack Legg explain. 

Also Pete Hawkins' great great grandfather was his 
wife's great grandfather, Richard Ramsey.What relation 
was Pete and his wife. 

A little more on the Legg's. My grandfather was Thom- 

as Legg. He had two brothers, James Legg and William 
Legg and a sister Francis, or Fanny as she was usually 

called. Francis Legg married Johnathan Swope. His fath- 
er was Joseph Swope who was captured by the Indians and 

..1  
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kept a prisoner for eight years. He was given up in a 
treaty with the Indians made near Chilocothe, Ohio. He 
returned to his parents who lived in Monroe County. 

While Joseph Swope was a prisoner among the Indians, 
an indian boy persuaded nirn to crawl into a lioie where 
there was a skunk. Joseph watched for an opportunity to 
get even with the Indian. One day when the Indian was 
blowing the fire to make it blaze, Joseph sprinkled some 
powder on the fire and burned the boy's eyes. The Indians 
he1 a council and sentenced Joseph to be killed, but he had 
been adopted by Cornstalk's mother and she being Queen 
of the Indian tribe, would not let them kill him. After he 
returned to Monroe County he married an Irish woman. 
Their son Jonathan Swope, married Fanny Legg a sister to 
my grandfather Thomas Legg. 

William Hance Ramsey 

When I began writing the History of the Ramseys with 
Bartholomew Ramsey as the central figure, I did intend to 
say but little of anyone farther removed from him than 
grandchildren, but I do not think this history would be 
near complete without saying something of one who is per- 
haps the most remarkable character in the Ramsey Fam- 
ily. I refer to W. H. Ramsey, otherwise known as Billie 
Hance. 

He was born in the old house which still stands and known 
as the Alex McClun house in the lower end of Wilderness 
District about two miles east of Carnefix Ferry, on June 6, 
1861, just after the Civil War began. His father was Nich- 
olas Hance Ramsey a son of Captain J. R. Ramsey, and as 
told elsewhere, was shot and killed by bushwhackers when 
Billie Hance was three months of age. Billie Hance's moth- 
er was Amanda MeClung a daughter of Alexander and Jen- 
nie McC]ung and a sister to Rev. A. J. McClung. 
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After the death of Billie Hance's father, he and his moth- 
er spent part of their time at her father's and part at 
Nick's father's. Amanda taught two terms of select school. 
One at the house built by Billie's father but only occupied 
by him a few months. She taught one term at Alex Mc- 
Clung's dwelling house, so Billie's first school teacher was 
his mother. He attended the public schools, such as they 
were, until he was about sixteen years of age when he went 
to Marshall College State Normal. Part of the time he 
boarded with his uncle W. P. Walker a Baptist Minister 
whose wife Mary Jane, was a sister to his mother. Billie 
worked in J. H. Commack's store of evenings and Satur- 
days and did janitor work at the school building and taught 
during summer vacations. He taught two months near 
Mt. Lookout in the summer of 1878 and two months at Ev- 
ergreen, Ohio, in the summer of 1879. 

After finishing the three year course at Marshall College 
he attended the West Virginia University at Morgantown 
for a part of two years. Then he went to Missouri and at- 
tended Grand River College from which he received an A. 
B. degree in June, 1882. He was united in marriage to Lelia 
Neff, a former schoolmate at Marshall College. While in 
Missouri he had the misfortune to have both legs broken by 
being thrown out of a vehicle by a runaway team. Here he 
taught another term of school. Then he went to Devil's 
Lake, N. Dakota. After working there awhile, he took np 
land and began farming. In 1887 he returned to Hunting- 
ton, W. Va., where he was employed by the C. & O. R. R 
there and at Handley until about 1898, when he came to 
Fayette County where he bought a farm and worked on 
that for several years. While living on this farm he served 
as Deputy Sheriff for eight years and as a member of the 
County Court for six years. 

He disposed of his farm and lived at Victor for some 
years and while living there he was elected Circuit Clerk 
of Fayette County, 1920, serving four years and resigned. 
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in 1924 he was elected Sheriff of Fayette County. 
He now lives at Harlingen, Texas, and farnis. His wife 

and one son, Don compose his present family. Billie knows 
both how to abound and how to suffer want. He passed 
through many hardships and disappointments in life, but 
always bravely meeting them all and never giving up. With 
times of plenty he was always very liberal, often helping 
those who were in need. 

His children were Lura, Nicholas, Jessie, William, Don, 
Lynn, Cecil and Celeste. Don, Lynn and Cecil served in the 
Navy during the World War and Lynn is still in the Navy. 
William died of Influenza and his widow who was Grace 
Hess lives at Ansted and has given her children an educa- 
tion by persistently working and economizing and by the 
help given by their grandfather Billie Hance. 

Billie llanee is an interesting conversationalist. He loves 
to tell events in his life showing coincidents unexpected. His 
hobby for some years has been collecting old furniture and 
tools of his ancestors. He loves to wander in the woods and 
cut canes. Perhaps he has collected a thousand canes or 
more. He is now about seventy-two years of age, but vig- 
orous and healthy 

M. P. Wright and Fomily 

These sketches shall be about persons who were living 100 
years age. 

It occurred to me,that time would soon be that no person 
would remember anything about them. I am planning to 
write a series of articles about persons who lived within a 
radius of five miles of where I have lived. I am writing 
almost entirely from memory just as I think of things and 
shall not attempt to make my writings systematic. 

The first person that occurs to me is Meredith P. Wright, 
who lived where J. B. Moses now lives. He moved there 
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from Virginia near Lynchburg. My main reason for believ- 
ing it was Lynchburg is: I have often heard him say: "When 
I kept the Lock and Dam on the James River Canal, at 
Lynchburg". I do not know the date of his birth, but esti- 
mate that he was about the age of my father, who was 
born in 1810. He may have been some older than my fath- 
er. He moved to this neighborhood just before the Civil 
War. I think his wife was a Williams, as Alex Williams 
used to be at Mr. Wrights, and I think he was a sister to 
Alex Williams. 

Mr. Wright never owned any negro slaves, but Alex Wil- 
liams did. A family of negroes lived at Wrights once be- 
longed to Alex Williams. They were: Jemima and her 
three sons, (George, Lewis, and Jim) and two girls: Bet 
and Mary. I have forgotten her oldest son's name, who 
was a soldier in the Union army. They were a set of good 
negroes. 

They moved to a place near Maiden about 1866. They 
lived close to Bob Reynolds, which was this side of Maiden. 

Mr. Wright and his wife Mary were very sociable and 
good neighbors. They used to come to our house and stay 
all night. Mr. Wright would take me on his lap and "beard" 
me. He was at our house the night I came home from my 
first day at school. I remember he had me say my A-B-C's 
to him and said I learned them the first day I was at school. 
He enjoyed exchanging yarns with my great Uncle Joel 
Ramsey, who enjoyed telling his hunting and trapping ex- 
periences. Mr. and Mrs. Wright and family were hard 
workers on the farm. He had two mares; Kit and Bet. His 
dog's name was Rover. He took an interest in bees and 
often had plenty of honey. 

His Sons and daughters were as follows: Ben, George, 
Hull, John, and Bob. The daughters were: Hester, Martha 
Toombs, Mary Susan, Salue, and Margaret. 

Ben used to live over on New River near Sewell Station; 
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perhaps many people over there remember him. He had 
lots of pep. 

George was an invalid, but cheerful. He married Jane 
Bennett, a widow whose first husband was Henry Bennett, 
who died perhaps time of the Civil War and left Jane a 
widow with three girls: Viz: Mary who married John Hig- 
ginbottom, and Dilue who married Math Neff, and Omah, 

who I believe, married Lemon ]Jorsey. George died per- 
haps about 1878, leaving Jane a widow with three or four 

children of the second marriage. She was the oldest daugh- 

ter of old Billie O'Dell. I don't use the word old except as a 

title of respect. 

Hull Wright married a widow Bennett, who was a daugh- 
ter of W. T. Moses. Her first husband was Harvey Ben- 

nett, who died and left one son Rufus. Hull had a short 
leg, result of white swelling. He and his wife, Sarah, moved 

to Indiana perhaps about 1870. John and Bob both went 
somewhere down on Kanawha River. 

Esther married Noah Props who use to live near where 

Alaska Dorsey lives, on the place later occupied by Millise 

McClung. I think Noah Props was a Captain in Confederate 

Army. His father was Christian Props. Noah moved to 
Indiana also. Martha Wright I never knew personally, but 
I think she lived in Greenbrier. Mary Susan rather late 

in life married Old Jesse Cook. He died and she went with 
her little girl, Buzz, to Indiana and married again. 

Salue maried a man by the name of Bratton He left 
her in less than a year. She gave birth to a child that died 

and was burned one cold snowy day on the hill above the 
Wright house. I remember they sang at the grave a song 

"Our Father Land." 
Margaret married Math Cook and they moved to near 

Charleston. 
About 1871 Mr. Wright sold his farm to Cass Ramsey, 

lived one year on the Add Dorsey farm now owned by Turp 
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Moore. He got a good team of horses named: John and 
Fanny and drove to Indiana. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wright were Methodists. They joined the 
church in our house. I think it was Rev. Benjamin Dar- 
lington that took them into the church. 

T remember hearing Mother say that Mr. and Mrs. Wright 
were so good to her time of Civil War when she and her tW 
small boys were left at home. 

Mr. Wright was a great hand for coffee and tobacco. He 
was an early riser. He would come to our house before we 
would eat breakfast. Mother would ask him to eat break- 
fast. He would say, "No thank you, I just ate and started.' 
But would throw out his chew of tobacco and say, "I would 
thank you for a cup of coffee." I have only pleasant recollec- 
tions of him and Mrs. Wright. 

i must tell one on his daughter, Margaret. She joined the 
Baptist church but afterwards asked the preacher to let 
her leave the church. He said there was no charge against 
her. She replied "Will I have to steal a horse or kill some- 
body to get out of the church ?" 

The White Family 

Wiliam Taylor White lived in Wilderness District, Nich- 
olas, as far back as I can remember. I asked his son Ber- 
nard H. White to give me sorne information about his fath- 
er. I quote from a letter he wrote me as follows: 

"We had an old Bible with much information in it but I 
sent it over to the farm and it was stolen or destroyed. 
Hence the information you can call for will be served up the 
best I can from tradition or memory, either one is not very 
reliable. 

My father, William Taylor White was born in the Irish 
Corner, Greenbrier County, then Virginia, now West Vir- 
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ginia, Nov. 9, 1817. He was nearly 99 years old when he 

died at Dunbar. 

He spent most of his life in West Virginia. For a year or 

so he lived in Ohio, not far from Gallipolis where his broth- 

er lived. He came into Nicholas County as a colporteur 

about 1850. Sometime afterwards he married Mary Mal- 

colm, sister of John, James, and Nicholas Malcolm, of Kess- 

1ers Cross Lanes, W. Va. Of this marriage several chil- 

dren were born, and only one lived, Mary E. White who 

married Floyd Gray, two of whose children are living: Mrs. 

Arthur Toman and Billie Gray, in the U. S. Army at last 

news. 
My father was a son of William White and Catherine 

Hoke, the latter born and reared in Irish Corner, the form- 

er in Omagh, Tyrone County, Ireland. My grandfather as I 

have heard my father say, was a "blue stocking" Presby- 

terian, a witty auctioneer. About 1857 my father having 

lost his first wife married mother, Mary Ann Hendrick, a 

daughter of Bernard Hendrick of Hominy Falls, Nicholas 

County, now W. Va. They set up housekeeping in a log 

house he had built before his first wife died. This log 

house was just a bit north of the present house of Mr. Adam 

Dorsey near Mt. Nebo. In this log house were born several 

children, Louisa Frances, 1860. She married Sampson 

Bennett. To them were born several children one of which 

is Rev. Waldo Emerson Bennett, pastor of Fayetteville M. 

E. Church, South. Elizabeth Taylor White who married J. 

W. Ramsey, born 1862. Both she and her husband died. 

several years ago. 'Rebecca Walker White, 1864, who mar- 

ried Andrew Blizzard, half-brother of Judge Reese Bliz- 

zard. They reared a large family of influential citizens. 

Three or four of their sons are head construction foremen 

for the Appalachian Power Company. Bernard Hendrick 

White, 1866, a school man of long years. Martha R. White 

1870, who married Alva Jarrett who lives at Institute, Ka- 

nawha County. They have reared a large family." 
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As B. H. White only intended to give me some data I 
now proceed to tell some things he did not mention. 

Beginning with Frances (Fanny) White who married 
Sampson L, Bennett, son of John Bennett, about 1875. Their 
children were: John William Bennett, who was killed ac- 

cidentally about 1925; Rebecca Bennett who married 
George Shuck; Cleveland Bennett, who married Mary 
Humphries daughter of Emmanuel Humphries and lives 
near Pool, W. Va.; Waldo Emerson Bennett, who mar- 
ried Augusta Richmond and is now pastor of the Fayette- 
ville M. E. Church, South; Sarah Bennett who first mar- 
ried Robert Dame and later married a Kelly; Lula Bennet L 

(named for Mrs. Lula White) married Alexander Hamilton 
Neff, son of Sinnett Neff; They have a large family and live 

on the Sampson Bennett farm near Pool; Ada Bennett, who 

taught school several years. She married James Nutter. 
Her mother lives with her. Ada was a good, steady, in- 

dustrious student. She attended my school several terms 
and was prompt in her studies. 

Fanny Bennett was a quiet unassuming woman and is 

now about 7Q years of age. Her children were and are law 

abiding citizens. Sampson Bennett her husband is buried 

at Mt. Gilead grave yard and a suitable marble monument 
marks his resting place. 

Elizabeth T. White, born January 1, 1862, who married 
James W. Ramsey died June 23, 1890, and is buried at 
Glad Tidings M. E. Church. Her son Chando Ramsey put 
up a granite monument at her grave. Her children were 

Chando, Guthrie, Goethe, and Eva. Eva died in 1889 when 

about four years of age. Guthrie was killed in a coal mine. 

Goethe married Pete Harper and died shortly after. Chando 
is living yet. He taught school several times. James W. 

Ramsey after his wife died married twice more. He died 
about 1916. 

Rebecca W. White, born 1864, attended school when I did 
and was a real quiet, pleasant girl. She was religious from 
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a little child. When about 15 or 16 she married Andrew 
Blizzard. After living awhile in Nicholas County and awhile 
in Gilmer County, they moved to Paint Creek where An- 
drew, her husband. was drowned while logging in Paint 
Creek. A few weeks after her husband was drowned she 
gave birth to twins making eight children in the family. 
She was then a widow with a family of helpless children. 
But she had been used to hard times all her life. So she 
did not give up nor expect a widow's compensation. Rebec- 
ca went to work, kept boarders and schooled her children 
ail she could, and with the help of her brother B. H. White 
four of her children taught school. Viz: Florence, Homer, 
Ara, and Odessa, who with her husband, Elmer Stone and 
a large family lives at Sharon, Kariawha County. 

Florence married Fred Richardson. Homer is a lawyer, 
Ara after teaching several terms of school died suddenly. 
Rebecca about 1905 married William Weese and lives at 
Dunbar on land she bought while land was cheap. She sold 
much of her land for enough to make her independent. 1Ir. 
Weese was a good Christian man and with the help of his 
wife did quite a part in building up the U. B. Church at 
Dunbar. He died September 1928. Rebecca has Ara's two 
boys living with her as Ara had married a Mr. Brown with 
whom he lived but a few years. 

Bernard Hendrick White was born April 13, 1866, in the 
old log house as he describes. His mother as stated died 
when he was only 4 years old. The family resided there 
for a number of years. There were S children with no 
mother. I know personahy that they were often suffering 
for the necessaries of life. These were days when there 
was no Red Cross help, no County Welfare Agent, no State 
Compensation, no appropriations from Congress, for 
drought relief, no public works. The only way to live was 
to clear land, plant corn, potatoes, beans, pumpkins, etc., 
and wait till they grew. I sometimes wish people who are 
crying hard times, no employment, etc., had to live a year 
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or two from 1850 to 1870. Well, Mr. White was slow and 
tedious but taught his children to be honest and have the 
fear of God instilled into their young minds. 

Bernard was an industrious boy. When his father finally 
broke up housekeeping, Bernard lived about two years with 
Andrew Dorsey. There he worked and attended school. He 
then at the age of about 16 years went to New River, dug 
coal, went to Kentucky and later to MeKeesport, Pa., and 
worked in the coal mines. He boarded with Peter Ramsey. 
He came from there to my house and attended school in the 
winter of 1884. Later he stayed with John Malcolm near 
Kesslers Cross Lanes, worked for him, and paid his ex- 
penses attending school what he could. He took a Teach- 
er's examination, obtained a Second Grade Certificate and 
taught school near Russeliville, boarding at old Mr. Joseph 
Ramsey's. Later on he traveled as salesman for Smith 
Premier Typewriters and other goods. Then he attended 
school at Lebanon University, Ohio. After being graduated 
from Lebanon with an A. B. Degree, he married Lula 
Slaughter at Oak Hill, Fayette County. Then lie and Wil- 
liam G. Brown established the old Normal School on the hill 
East of Summerville. They taught there several years. 
Then B. H. White taught near Mt. Lookout two years, 
teaching winter, spring, and fall. I want to say here that 
i believe that Professors White and Brown did more for the 
teaching profession in Nicholas County than any other two 
persons. They were thorough in their teaching and full of 
enthusiasm. They each had strong personalities. 

B. H. White later went to Beckley and established a Nor- 
mal Training School there that aroused old Sleepy Beckley 
as nothing else ever had done. 

He tried farming in Virginia, but not succeeding as well 
as he hoped fate drove him into his life work again. Now 
he lives in Kanawha City and teaches. Though he is gray- 
haired and shows age, his mind is active and his old school 
spirit still manifests itself when he goes into school work. 
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B. H. White has all his life been an uncompromising Pro- 
hibitionist. He was once Chairman of the Prohibition 
Party in Nicholas County, which party honored him by 
placing him in nomination for several offices; State Super- 
intendent of Schools, State Senate, Congress, Presidential 
Elector, etc. 

He and his good wife have reared a large family of three 
boys and six girls. They have given them a good education. 
They have taught them principles of right and showed them 
how to live lives of Christian citizenship. 

When Bernard was a boy 13 years he attended my school 
and promised me that he would not drink intoxicants nor 
use tobacco. He has strictly kept his promise. 

Margaret and James White, daughter and son of William 
T. White both died young, the former at 16 and the latter 
at 18. James died of the flux in the summer of 1887. Mar- 
garet died in 1885 and is buried near Clifty, Fayette (oun- 
ty. 

Mary Ann Hendrick White was an industrious hard work- 
ing woman. She died in April, 1870 or 1871. 1 well remem- 
ber the day she died. I believe she liad dropsy. Her fath- 
er, Bernard Hendrick, came down to see her and had some 
medicine that he thought would help her. He carne to our 
house and stayed all night saying she would be better next 
day, but alas, she died next clay. I believe Malon H. Wills 
made her coffin and she was buried at Gilgal Church. 

After she died Mr. White married Catherine McClung, 
but she was not satisfied to live with the large family and 
left him. To them as born one daughter, Ida. She mar- 
ried Neville Ramsey. He was killed in Red Ash Mine ex- 
plosion which occurred March 6, 1900. 

To them was born one daughter, Goldie Ramsey, who 
married Mr. Grimmett, a conductor on the C. & O. Railway. 
They live at Raleigh near Beckley. They have two boys. 

Later Ida Ramsey married James Stanley. They live 
near Oak Hill surrounded by their large family. 
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Mr. William T. White broke up house-keeping and the 
children scattered. When I was a boy Mr. White was Sun- 
day School Superintendent. Sunday School was held in 
Ramsey School House. Mr. White had a Presbyterian Cat- 
echism which he taught us. It was good. Mr. White was a 
fair old time scholar. He taught school two or three terms. 
He also taught singing schools. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian church but worshipped with any church, es- 
pecially Methodist. He was Captain in the Militia before 
the Civil War, but did not take any part in the war, except 
to serve about a year in Camp Chase prison, Of course he 
was a Confederate sympathizer and a dyed in the wool 
Democrat. 

We boys used to annoy him by playing tricks on him. I 
after saw we were badly wrong and I tried to be kind to 
him in his old days which he highly appreciated. I visited 
him often while he lived with his daughter Rebecca at Dun- 
bar. He always seemed so g]ad to see me. He died as stated 
just lacking only a few days of being ninety-nine years of 
age. 

The Dorsey Family 

Many persons have told me they enjoyed reading my his- 
tory of the Ramsey Family. These remarks inspired me 
to write up sketches of other families. 

Now I propose to take up the Dorseys. 
Andrew M. Dorsey, son of John and Airy Dorsey, was 

born October 13, 1808. 1 do not know where but presume 
in Virginia. He was of Irish descent. His wife, Charity, 
was a Fitzwater, a daughter of John and Mary Fitzwater 
and was born July 19, 1809. She was a sister of Squire Fitz- 
water, who used to live on Samon's Creek where the widow 
Em Legg lives now. They raised twelve children as fol- 
lows: 
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Maria Jane Dorsey, born September 28, 1829, who mar- 
ried John Allen Crose and lived on Line Creek. Tey raisel 
a large family. 

Aaron Milliso Dorsey, born December 15, 1831. His wife 
was Sarah Seabert, sister of John and Samuel Seabert. 
They raised one son and four girls, one girl dying young. 

John Fitzwater Dorsey, born February 9, 1834. He mar- 
ried E]izabeth Groves, daughter of William Groves. Their 
children were two boys and seven girls. One girl and one 
boy died young, the others reached maturity. 

Samantha Dorsey, born September 5, 1836, married Ja- 
cob C. Grose, a preacher in the Methodist Church. They 
raised several girls. 

Marshall Dorsey, born October 9, 1838. He joined the 
Union Army early in the Civil War. It is not known for 
certain when or where he lost his life but it is supposed he 
died in prison. The following is a copy of a letter he wrote 
to his folks at home, while in the army: 

"Winchester, Frederick County, Va. 
May 3rd, 1863. 

Company F 9th Regiment, Va. Volunteer Infantry. 
Dear Parents: 

I take this present opportunity to let you know that I am 
well and enjoying the best of health, hoping these few lines 
may find you all enjoying the same good blessings when 
they come to hand. 

I have not heard from you for some time. I would like 
to hear from you very well. 

Well we were on a cout five days. We went to Lost Riv- 
er and made a bridge of wagons and planked across it, and 
carried our ammunition for our cannon across the river to 
the Moorefield Road and back around to Stransburg. There 
the Pennsylvania Cavalry and the Rebs went into a fight. 
Our battery and us came in the rear of the Cavalry and 
planted the cannon. Our regiment was drawn in line of 
battle to support the battery, and gave the Rebs Hail Co- 
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lumbia, and away they went. We took nine prisoners and 
killed some. The Cavalry lost six in killed and five wounded 
and several more missing. That is the amount of the bat- 
tle. 

The "grillers" have pitched in on the Baltimore and Ohio 
R. R. and tore up some bridges and stopped our mail for a 
week but we have it in repair and two brigades on the road. 
We have a strong force here at the present. 

So I must close. Write soon and let me know how you all 
are getting along. Take good care of yourselves until I get 
home. So good by. I remain your son till death. 

MARSHALL DORSEY, 
to Andrew Dorsey and family." 

His folks have several letters that Marshall Dorsey wrote 
while in the Army. The last one is dated April 27, 1864. 
It does not give the place. I quote a few lines from it: 

"There will be a move before long and what will be the 
result is unknown. If this shall be my last thought, I shall 
fall in the defense of my country that I may fall in sight of 
Heaven with glory in full view and my prayer is that God 
may keep us all by his protecting power, and though we 
may never have the privilege of meeting on earth, I bless 
God that we have the privilege of meeting in Heaven where 
parting will be no more." 

Was not that a consolation to his parents? He was taken 
prisoner and perhaps died in prison. I suppose this is the 
last they heard of their son, Marshall Dorsey. 

Albina and Almyra Dorsey were twins, born April 1, 
1842. Albina married Frank Backus and Almyra married 
Virgil Hughes. 

Margaret Dorsey was born January 19, 1845. She mar- 
ried Allen M. O'Dell and they raised a large family, four 
boys and five girls. One son, Dr. R. O. O'Dell of South 
Charleston. 
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Mary Ann Dorsey was born March 16, 1847. She mar- 
ried John Dooley. Their children were two girls and six 
boys. 

Nancy Dorsey was born September 21, 1849. Her first 
husband was Bruce Lively. To them were born one son and 
two girls. Bruce Lively died and Nancy, several years af- 
terward, married Clark Backus. 

Andrew M. Dorsey, born February 8, 1852, married Eliz- 
abeth Haynes. He spent his life on the home place. They 
raised a large family, five boys and six girls. 

Martha Dorsey, born March 28, 1854, married Perry Mc- 

Cutcheon. They lived near Hominy Falls and raised a large 
family of boys and girls. 

It is quite probable that the descendants of Andrew Dor- 

sey number hundreds. Besides the Dorseys, there are the 
Groses, Dooleys, Backuses, Livelys, Hugheses, McCutch- 
eons, O'Dells and later generations. 

All of Andrew Dorsey's children were religious and 
Methodists. Their politics, Republican. I heard my father 
say he never saw a more agreeable, harmonious family. 
None of the family lived to be very old. The last one to die 
was Andrew, the youngest son, aged seventy-eight, and he 
was a little older when he died than any of his brothers and 
sisters. 

We often stress the importance of home training in fix- 

ing the character of the children. Grandfather and grand- 
mother Dorsey practiced religion in the home, a]ways hav- 
ing daily family worship. As a result, I have never heard 
cf any of the descendants boarding at tax-payer's expense 
either in charitable or penal institutions. 

I wish to state a circumstance told to me by Alaska Dor- 
sey. There was a church once stood near where McMillion 
school house now stands. It was known as Old Gilgal, built 
by the Methodists before the church was divided into M. E. 
and M. E. South. I believe the division occurred over the 
slavery question about 1847. 
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Well, one Sunday Grandfather Dorsey. and the other 
members who still remained loyal to the M. E. came to this 
old church to hold Class Meeting and found the door locked 
from inside and the M. E. South sympathizers inside hold- 
ing service. The M. E. people quietly retired to a spot in 
the woods nearby and began their worship. Soon they got 
happy and began to shout praises to God. Those inside 
heard them and., being honest Christians, came out and 
joined them. 

There was a church near where Grandfather Dorsey lived 
built by the M. E. Church people. This church was burned, 
it was supposed, by parties spiteful at the M. E. people. 
The supposition is that a young man was hired to burn it. 
(I don't wish to print his name but I knew him well. If any 
one will ask me personally by letter or any other way, I 
shall tell his flame.) 

Well, the people assembled for church service and there 
were the smouldering remains of the church. Rev. Andrew 
Dixon was the M. E. preacher. He prayed that the person 
who burned the church might be drawn over by disease and 
bent like the roof of the church. Not long after this, that 
young man spoken of above became afflicted and ever af- 
terwards, though he lived twenty-five or thirty years after- 
wards, always walked stooped over. I remember old "Dad" 
Dixon as this old preacher was called. I heard him preach 
several sermons in the summer of 1880. He was blind, and 
lived to be over eighty years of age. Dixon chapel church 
was named for him. Dixon Chapel church was built about 
1874. It is a log church, weather-boarded and celled. It was 
weather-boarded about 1879. Preacher Smith and wife 
painted it. Rev. Sam Smith was, I think, the first pastor in 
charge of this Circuit after it was cut off from the Nicholas 
Circuit. They made their home with the late Andrew Dor- 
sey. 

The next pastor was Rev. Carroll. The Circuit was then 
combined 'with the Nicholas Circuit for a year or two, but 
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later separated and called Earl Circuit, which is the present 
Circuit. 

The Dorseys have always been loyal supporters of the 
Methodist Church. The late Andrew Dorsey was one of the 
leaders in building and supporting Hickory Grove church 
and is buried there. Grandfather Andrew Dorsey and wife 
are buried on the old Andrew Dorsey farm. 

The Bennett Family 

The following family record is taken from John Bennett's 
old Bible now in possession of Aunt Sarah Champe, who 
lives with her son, Floyd Champe, post-master at Pool, West 
Virginia. 

"John Bennett, born April 15, 1801. 
Nancy Persinger Bennett, born 1826. 
Mary Ann Bennett, born 1825. 
Frances Elvira Bennett, born 1845. 
Rebecca Bennett, born 1849. 
Sarah Bennett, born 1847. 
Susan Bennett, born 1851. 
Malinda Bennett, born 1857. 
Sampson Lee Bennett, born 1854. 
J. Floyd Bennett, born 182. 
Mildred Bennett, born 1866." 

Old Johnny Bennett, as he was familiarly called, moved to 
Wilderness District, Nicholas County, from Alleghany 
County, Va., about 1853. He bought one thousand acres of 
land and gave each of his boys a farm. The land perhaps 
included the home farm, Floyd Champe's farm, Ernest 
Champ's farm, Gus Haistead's farm, the Stephenson place 
and perhaps other land. 

The farm occupied by himself was much more fertile than 
most other land, It is said that he raised thirty successive 
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crops of corn on the same field. Mr. Bennett always topped. 
and bladed his corn and would piow under the stalks, which 
helped to keep up the fertility of his ground. I have heard that he would not sow any grass seed. That he said "Old 
Shack has his land all poisoned up with grass." His by- 
word was "dogged on", a much milder word than a great 
many other persons use, Old Johnny Bennett was an old 
time Democrat. I heard him say, "I have voted the Demo- 
crat ticket ever since I voted for old Hickory Jackson". 
Most all of his neighbors were Whigs before the war and 
Democrats after the war. But John Bennett remained loyal 
to the old Democrat Party. 

John Bennett, I believe, died in 1889. His first wife was 
a Quickell. His children to his first wife were John O., 
Henry, William Harvey, Jane, Mary Ann. I do not know 
the dates of birth of but one of these but all were born be- 
tween 1824 and 1844. 

Mary Ann was born 1824. She married Anderson Hum- 
phries and lived and died at the forks of the road near Mt. 
Gilead Church, land now owned by Ernest Champ. Her 
children were Lee, William, Johnny, Martha and Rufus. She 
took her brother's daughter, Martha Jane and raised her. 
I remember Ann Humphries was a hind, accommodating 
neighbor. 

henry Bennett married Jane O'Dell, oldest daughter of 
William O'Dell. They had three children; Nary, who mar- 
ned John. Hichembottom and is living yet. Dilue, who 
married Math Neff but died thirty years ago. Omah, who 
married Rev. Lemon Dorsey and died perhaps thirty years 
ago. Henry Bennett joined the Confederate army at the 
beginning of the Civil War, was taken prisoner and died at 
the Union prison, Camp Chase, back of Columbus, Ohio. I 
have been at the cemetery where he is buried. There is a 
high wall around it with iron pickets on top of the wall. 
Just inside the gate is a statue on which is inscribed, "2,260 
Confederate Prisoners are buried here". Each grave is 
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marked by a small marble tablet about twenty inches high. 
After the war, Henry Bennett's widow married George 

Wright. They lived on the Henry Bennett place until 
George died about 1879. 

Harvey Bennett married Sarah Moses, daughter of Wm. 
T. Moses, and sister of James A. Moses and widow Mary 
Ann Evans. Harvey Bennett died of fever leaving one son, 
Rufus. His widow married Hull Wright, they moved to In- 
diana about 1870. 

I know but little about John Bennett, Jr. He had two 
children, Martha Jane and Robert, who died of flux. Mr. 
Bennett's daughter, Jane, married Alex O'Dell, son of Ja- 
cob O'Dell, who was the oldest soñ of Jeremiah and Rachel 
O'Dell, the ancestors of perhaps all the O'DeIls in Nicholas 
County. Alex O'Dell cut his knee and died from the effects 
of the cut, his widow, Jane, got drowned in Hominy. They 
left two children, Cyrus and Lina. Lina married Joel 
Thomas, they live at the old home place where Jake O'Dell 
lived. Cyrus lives on the place also. When their mother 
was drowned, their grand-parents, Sake O'Dell and wife, 
took them and cared for them. 

William Bennett, brother of John Bennett, died and left 
a widow and two daughters. His widow, Kitty, married 
Mike Cavenor, au Irishman. They had no children. His 
daughter, Rebecca, married Joseph Craft. To them Were 
born two boys and four girls, viz.: Henry, Joseph, Eliza- 
beth, Rena, Nancy and Mary. 

Ann Bennett married Cass Ramsey. To them was born 
one daughter, Sarah, now the wife of J. B. Moses. 

John Bennett's second wife was Nancy Persinger. Their 
children are given above. Francis Elvira married a Mc- 

Cutcheon, i know but little about her. 
Sarah married Cliff Champ. To them was born as fol- 

lows: Elizabeth, who married Wm. Stickler; she is now a 
widow. Maggie married Gus Legg; he died and left her a 
widow. Lewis Champ married Rosa Boley. He has lately 
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been elected member of the Board of Education, to succeed 
himself, having served a four year term. 

Ernst married Eugenia Copenhaven, whose father, Jo- 
seph Copenhaven, makes his home with them. Ernest helps 
dig all the graves, and they are many, that are dug at Mt. 
Gilead ChurchHe deserves praise for that. 

Floyd Champ married Caille Huchison. They keep Pool 
post office. His father was postmaster before him. The 
post office has been there most of the time for forty years. 
Floyd and his wife have a reputation for being accommo- 
dating neighbors. The Champ brothers are all good farm- 
ers. 

Floyd's mother lives with him, as did his father, who 
died there April 20, 1928. 

Aunt Sarah Champ is a most pleasant accommodating 
woman, when she shakes hands with a person, she seems 
to put her friendliness right into the hand shake. She is 
now past eighty-three years of age but real active. She has 
been a hard worker all her life. She has perhaps woven 
more blankets and bed covers than any other person now 
living. 

Mildred Bennett, youngest daughter of John Bennett, 
married Aaron Amick. She died leaving no children. 

Samson Bennett, familiarly known as "Sampy", married 
Fanny White, daughter of Wm. T. White. Their children, 
John, William, Rebecca, Sarah, Cleveland, Waldo, Ada and 
Lula, They all attended my school, except Lula. I would 
love to say something about each, but it would take too 
much space. Waldo is making his mark in the world as a 
preacher in the M. E. Church South at Fayettevifle. Ada 
has taught school several terms. John William died some 
years ago, I believe he was killed in an accident. Sampy 
had a defect in his speech. Several funny things are told 
on Sampy. He said he watched Sam Stephenson go to 
where he had his whiskey jug hid in a brush heap and 
would go and drink after Stephenson left it. It is said that 
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he read in Sunday School where it said, "Woe unto you 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, ye strain at a gnat and 
swallow a camel", that he read it, "Woe unto you tribes and 
hairy heeled hypocrites, which strain at a gate and swallow 
a saw-mill." Sampy's by-word was "switch me." He is 
buried at Mt. Gilead grave yard. 

Rebecca Bennett married Silas Howell. I don't remem- 
ber much about her. She had one son, Henry Howell, who 
lives in Fayette. Henry is musical, both vocal and instru- 
mental as his fat:her was. 

Malinda Bennett married Wm. Henry Humphries. They 
live in Allegheny County, Virginia. 

Floyd Bennett inherited his father's home place. He 
married Mary Amick, daughter of Jacob Amick, Floyd was 
a good farmer, a good neighbor and a faithful member of 
Mt. Gi]ead Church. He served a term as President of the 
Board of Education of Wilderness District. His son, Hen- 
sley Bennett, has served as Secretary of the Board of Edu- 
cation for perhaps four or five years. Floyd died in middle 
life and his widow married Joseph Bays, he died and left 
Mary a widow again. Floyd's son, Jake, lives on a part of 
the old Johnny Bennett place. Gus Halstead owns a part 
of the old place, including the old househe bought it from 
Floyd's youngest son, Ernest Bennett. Floyd Bennett's 
daughter, Florence, married Lewis McClung and lives at 
Runa. 

John Bennett hac a brother, Henry Bennett, who once 
lived where Leonard hackleford now lives but he moved 
up near where Richwood is now. 

Henry Bennett had two sons that I know of, Jacob and 
Charley. Jacob had two sons, Edgar Bennett and Ora Ben- 
nett. They taught school and became physicians. He had 
three daughters, Mary Jane who married David Dorsey; 
Peggy Ann, who married John Wiseman, father of James 
Wiseman of Anstead; Abby, who married Wellington Dor- 
sey. 
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John Bennett's sister, Peggie, married Jacob Stull, who 
lived near Mt. Lookout on the farm now occupied by Henry 
Stull, his grandson. Jacob Stull and wife, Peggie's children 
were as follows: Ceo. W. who married Adaline Persinger. 
Daniel Stull who married Betty Skaggs; Andrew Stull and 
Perry Stull were both killed in the Civil War. 

Sampson Stull first married Ruth ML2lung. She died 
and left one son, Willie Stull. Sampson's second wife was 
Lyda Evans. William Stull married Eunice Evans. Mary 
Jane Stull married Red Fields. Sarah Ann Stull married 
Doctor Granville McClung. 

I believe the above sons and daughters of Jacob and Peg- 
gie Stull are all dead. 

John Bennett's sister, Betsy, married George Wright. 
Another sister, Nancy, married George King. His sister, 
Jennie, married Charles King. John Bennett's brother, 
Sampson's first wife was a Bush_His second wife was 
Mary Wolfe. 

George Stull's daughter, Sarah, married John Holcomb 
who lived near where Rolcomb Station is now. 

There was Thomas Bennett that I think was a cousin to 
John Bennett. He married a daughter of William and Sah 
lie Ryan, who used to live near where Leander Postoffice 
is in Fayette County. Tom Bennett lived near Laurel 
Creek below Cross Lanes, one of his sons, Wm. R., became 
Judge in Fayette County. His son, Howard Bennett, was 
County Superintendent of Fayette about 1885-9. Another 
son, Edward Bennett, was the first Principal of Branch Uni- 
versity at Montgomery. 

There are a number of Bennetts live near Ramsey Post- 
office iii Fayette County but I can not tell their relationship 
to John Bennett. Jesse Bennett is one of them and is now 
eighty years of age. 
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Tite Morrison Family 

This chapter will take as a theme Andrew Taylor Morri 
son, (Dad Morrison). 

When I look back at the time when I was a boy and Dad 
Morrison was influencing my life I feel like I was treading 
on holy ground. 

Andrew Taylor Morrison known as "Dad" Morrison was 
born in Greenbuier County, Virginia, now W. Va., Feb. 28, 
1798. He was son of Andrew Morrison ho was born Oct. 
23, 1754, who married Elizabeth Taylor. He was a grandson 
of Andrew Morrison who was born in Belfast, Ireland. He 
emigrated to America between 1747 and 1750. He located in 
Orange County, Virginia, and married Mary Organ of that 
County. He served in the Revolutionary War, was killed 
perhaps in the battle of Brandywine on September, 1777. 

Andrew T. Morrison's father, Andrew Morrison, married 
Elizabeth Taylor about 1776, near Winchester, Virginia. 
They settled near Lewisburg in what was then Botetourt 
County, Va. Greenbrier County not being formed till 1777. 
He died Oct. 5, 1845, at the age of 91 years. His children 
were: 

John, born September 12, 1777. 
William, born October 9, 1779. 
Thankful, born April 20, 1783. 
Elizabeth, born August 27, 1785. 
Nancy, born February 8, 1788. 
Rebecca, born May 16, 1790. 
Jane, born July 19, 1792. 
Hannah, born May 22, 1795. 
Andrew T. Morrison, born February 28, 1798. 
John II, born April 23, 1802. 
His first child, John played ball, got overheated, drank too 

much water and died when a young man. So they named 
the last child John II. 
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William Morrison the second son of Andrew Morrison 
was O. J. Morrison's grand-father. Who in W. Va. has 
not heard of O. J. Morrison? His father Granville Price 
Morrison lives in Huntington and recently celebrated his 
91st birthday. He has written a history of the i\iorrisons. 
From his book I get some of the facts and dates whieh I am 
now using. 

I think all those Morrisons in Braxton County are close 
relations of Dad Morrison. Andrew B. Morrison who lived 
in Nicholas County and who died recently was Dad Morri- 
son's grand nephew. 

I was acquainted with Andrew B. Morrison and remem- 
ber him as a pioneer Probitionist. We nominated him for 
House of Delegates on the Prohibition ticket. 

Dad Morrison first married Salie Littlepage. Their chil- 
dren were: Elizabeth, Mary Ann, Nancy, and Sarah. 

Mary Ann married a Roberts. 
Nancy married James Blizzard, father of John Blizzard 

who lives at Edmond, W. Va., and Andrew Blizzard who 
drowned in Paint Creek about 40 years ago, and Tim Bliz- 
zard who lives in Kanawha County. Sarah married Wil- 
11am Nunley. 

A. T. (Dad) Morrison's second wife was Betty Williams. 
To them were born four children as follows: Betty, Isabel, 
John, and Nettie. 

Isabel married Andrew O'Dell and they lived in Kentucky 
district. To them were born 7 or 8 children. Three or four 
of l-us children died near the same time of diphtheria, leav- 
ing only two, twins, Benson and Henry. Henson died sev- 
eral years ago and his widow, who was Vina Bryant, mar- 
ried Orville Kyle. 

Henry lives near Snow Hill and served as deputy sheriff 
under Sheriff HinkTe 1920 to 1924. 

Wallace O'Dell lives in Kentucky District. Betty Morri- 
son married John Boley. 
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I know but little of her children. One son Charles mar- 
ried Lola Armentrout. One daughter married a McCutch- 
eon. His daughter Ethel, married Chilton O'Dell and keeps 
Fowler Knob P. 0. 

Nettie married Torn Shawver, oldest son of Brother 
George Shawver. Their children were: John M. who lives 
at Evergreen, Ohio. His wife is Naomi a daughter of John 
O'Dell. They have no children. 

George who lives at Charleston married a daughter of 
Mastin Perkins. 

Ross who died at Dunbar a few years ago, married a 
Daubenspeck. Hattie died while a young woman. 

Arthur, who lives near Spruce Grove, married Annie 
Amick, daughter of Jack Amick. 

Elizabeth, who married Lewis O'Dell and lives near Fow- 
1er Knob P. 0. 

ma, who married Okey O'Dell and lives at Bruce. 
011ie, who married Charles Nickells. 
Tom Shawver died about 1903 or 4 and left Nettie a 

widow. She married Jacob W. O'Dell. He died and she 
makes her home with her daughter Elizabeth. Nettie is 
now 83 years of age but is fairly active for her age. She 
has that pleasant twinkle in her eye that makes it pleas- 
ant to talk with her. She was born where Joel Armentrout 
lives now. Her other sisters and her brother John were 
born in Greenbrier County, I think. 

Andrew T. Morrison lived during his first wife's life in 
Greenbrier County. When she died he went to Ohio 
awhile. He returned and lived in Greenbrier county until 
about 1845. Then he moved to Nicholas and lived where 
Joel Armentrout now lives until about 1866. He then 
moved to Hominy Creek and put up a grist mill. Perhaps 
he lived there ten years when his wife became ill with can- 
cer. She died from its effects at Tom Shawver's. He went to 
Ohio and spent the last year or two of his life with his son 
John at Evergreen, Ohio. He is buried at the grave yard 
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about ½ mile South of Westerman M. E. Church of which 
church John Morrison was a member. 

Dad Morrison was a Protestant Methodist preacher. He 
was a strong believer in immersion as baptism. T-le was 
an abolitionist before the Civil War and was not afraid to 
express his sentiments. He was a man of strong convic- 
tions. He was passionate easy to show his dislikes for 
wrong, but very sympathetic with any who were oppressed. 

Dad Morrison was considered very odd in some ways. He 
used to wear an old fashioned "warmus" and a flannel 
shirt with the collar unbuttoned. He had a peculiar way of 
uttering the sound of S. It was a pleasant sound to me, but 
I can't utter it on paper. He used to come to our house and 
sit down and talk to me, a boy, and T enjoyed his talk. He 
said once in my presence that my heavy brown eye brows 
indicated a deep thinker. He was a phronologist, believing 
in the make up of the head indicating the character. He 
was an astronomer. He read Dick's Astronomy. He gave 
me a small geography that had a supplement in the back of 
it treating of astronomy. J think now that was the best 
small geography I ever saw. It also contained considerable 
history. It had a picture of Napoleon crossing the Alps. 
Another picture of General Bolivar, the Washington of 
South America. Say: pupils in 8th grade and High School 
why was General Boliver called the Washington of S. A.? 

My mother ised to tell m I was like Dad Morrisoï-i. In- 
stead of taking it as an insult I took it as a compliment. I 
wanted to be like him. I often say now that Dad Morrision, 
and his son John and John's wife Cynthia did more to fix 
the course of my life than all other persons except my par- 
ent s. 

Dad Morrison was a farmer, but could make most any 
tool he needed. I remember he used to make pack saddles, 
using two forked dogwoods. 
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He had the first microscope I ever saw. He gave me the 
first farm paper I ever saw. The American Agriculturist. 

He conducted the Burial Services when my sister Paulina 
died. That was four or five years before I was born, but 
my folks told me about it. There was a school house that 
stood about 3-8 miles north west of where the Ramsey 
school now stands. I can just remember the old log build- 
ing. Thomas Hawkins taught school there before the Civil 
War. Dad Morrison's children attended school there. Some 
of my brothers attended the school too. In 1912 there 
was a reunion of the old pupils at the site of said school 
house. There were perhaps as many as ten of the old pu- 
pils present. Now I believe a]l are dead but two, Viz: Rev. 
A. J. Mclung and Nettie O'Dell. 

John Morrison, only son of Dad Morrison, was born 1844. 
He served in the Civil War perhaps 3 or 4 years. He was 
with General Hayes. I have heard him tell of camping 
with Hayes. I have heard him tell of Mrs. Lucy Hayes wife 
of the General. How she would come into the camp and 
speak so kindly to the soldiers. By the way Mrs. Lucy 
Hayes was the first Mistress of the White House that put 
out all intoxicating drinks. 

After the Civil War John Morrison attended school in 
Ohio, married Cynthie Cherington, came back and lived two 
years at the Morrison home. 

He taught the first free school ever taught in what is 
now Sub-district No. 1, known as Ramsey school. He taught 
in the house built J)y my brother Nicholas Ramsey, father 
of Ex-Sheriff W. H. Ramsey of Fayetteville. This was per- 
haps the winter of 1866 and 67. I believe it was three 
months term. Then he taught in what is now Rocky Point 
Sub-district. He taught in an old house perhaps built by 
Harvey Bennett. His widow and her husband, Hull Wright 
lived in an adjoining house. This was where Guss Hal- 
stead now lives. John Morrison was well liked by his pu- 
pils. He was not a very good scholar but full of enthusiasm. 
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He taught the pupils to be polite and taught them the 
Lord's prayer. He loved to tell of the comic events that 
occurred in school. I thought I was his pet in school. But 
afterwards learned that other pupils thought they were his 
pets also. 

I often say the best schooling I ever had was two months 
i stayed with his wife when he was away teaching. She 
heard my lessons as regular as I would have had them at 
school. I studied the little geography that Dad Morrison 
gave me. I learned the mutiplication table. I learned to 
read and write and spell. But best of all she taught me 
the principle of right. I remember she impressed on my 
mind and conscience that we must return good for evil. 

When I look back and think of the time and attention 
she gave me, I feel like Cynthia was one of the best women 
i ever associated with. 

I remember the last night I ever spent with John and 
Cynthia Morrison. It was January 7, 1916. They seemed 
unusually dear to me as we talked over old times. I visited 
them after that but did not stay all night. 

I feel like just writing on about John and Cynthia. They 
lived at Evergreen, Ohio, over 50 years and were active 
members of Westerman M. E. Church. 

John Morrison died at home at Evergreen, Ohio, May 7, 
1919. He was buried by the side of his father. His widow 
who was Cynthia Cherington, died at her daughter's home 
at Delaware, Ohio, November 1930. 

Their children were as follows: Wm. A. Morrison, born 
June 28, 1867, in Nicholas County, W. Va. He is a whole- 
sale merchant at Delaware, Ohio. 

Edgar T. Morrison lives at Bidwell, Ohio, where he en- 

gaged in merchandise business for a number of years. He 
was born at Evergreen, Ohio, December 25, 1868. Harry 
Morrison was born November 7, 1870, and died August, 
1879. 
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Elizabeth Morrison, only daughter of John and Cynthia 
Morrison, was born at Evergreen, Ohio, September 3, 1880. 
She married W. M. Bing and they live at Delaware, Ohio. 
She gave G. P. Morrison considerable information that he 
published in his history of the Morrison family. 

A True Indian Story 

One of the earliest settlers of Monroe County was Joseph 
Swope who visited this region about 1751. While here he 
was detected by Indians. He ran to a large hollow poplar 
tree which stood about a third of a mile west of the present 
site of Wolf Creek P. 0., near the Broad Run Church. He 
crawled into the hollow of this tree and climbed up the hol- 
low bracing himself against the sides and there remained 
until the Indians left. This tree remained standing until 
1860. 

He then left and a year or two later brought his wife and 
son Joseph and built his house in a few yards of what is 
known as the Corner Spring. This house still remains. 

It was from this house that his son Joseph was stolen 
by the Shawnee Indians in 1756, at the age of five years, 
and kept a prisoner by them for nine years. This son Jo- 
seph was adopted by the queen of the tribe Cornstalk's 
mother. 

u,. .. ,., .. ..-.,.1 .. . ,, 11.. i ..,. ,.,! io 
many hardships. An Indian boy one day located a skunk 
and induced the white boy to make an investigation, the 
result being that he was thorougibly fumigated. Bent on 
revenge and not large enough to whip the Indian boy he 
waited his opportunity, and when the Indian boy started 
to kindle a fire with steel and flint, Swope placed some pow- 
der where the fire would ignite it and when the Indian boy 
got down to blow the smoke into a blaze the powder flashed 
into his face and burned his eyes out. 
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The Indian Tribe took up the matter and sentenced him 
to be killed. Here his adopted mother interfered and kept 
them from killing him. She told them that they had taught 
him revenge. Later he was given up in a treaty with the 
Indians and returned to his parents in Monroe County. 

He married Catherine Sullivan an Irish woman. She was 
a woman of strong character and led an eventful life. She 
was a fearless pioneer capable of defensive as well as offen- 
sive warfare for the protection of her family against the 
wild beasts as well as the savage men. 

On one occasion six Indians came into her house and 
without saying a word sat down at her table and ate up all 
she had prepared. With a grunt of thanks they walked to the woods and returned carrying a large buck which they 
had killed and delivered it to her. They indicated by signs 
and grunts that it was to pay her for their dinner. 

One night she took her old flint lock gun and dogs and 
went 'hunting. Soon the dogs treed. It being too dark to 
see she staid with her dogs till daylight when she saw four 
panthers up the tree. She shot three of them and one got 
away. 

When she was sixty years old she rode a prancing stal- 
lion one night ght miles to see a sick woman. 

This Joseph Swope and his wife Catherine raised a fam- 
ily of nine children. One son Johathan married Francis 
Legg, a sister of my grandfather Thomas Legg, whose 
father and randfather were named Thomas. Their chii. 
dren were George, Lewis,. Elizabeth, Matilda., Catherine, 
and Mary Jane. 

Catherine married Griffith Ellis the father of E. S. Ellis, 
whose second wife was Edna Ramsey. E. S. Ellis died 
about 1889 and is buried at Clifty, Fayette County. His 
daughter, Mrs. Maggie Crawford, lives at Quantico, Va. 
Her first husband was H. D. Ramsey. 
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John W. Ramsey 

The fourth son of Bartholomew Ramsey was John W. 
Ramsey, born in Monroe County, Va., now W. Va., in. th 
year 1807 (about the time Fulton invented the steam-boat). 
I can not learn the exact date. His wife was Ruth Legg, 
born 1815 daughter of Thomas Legg. 

I shall now tell the story my mother told me about how 
Uncle John got Aunt Ruth Legg as a wife. John W. Ram- 
sey and James Riley Ramsey were both giving attention to 
Jane Legg, daughter of Thomas Legg. Jane was 18 or 19 
years of age and Ruth was 15. They arose on first morning 
of June before sunrise, went out to find a snail apiece. Jane 
found two snails and Ruth found none. Jane gave one of 
her snails to her younger sister Ruth. They took them to 
the house and placed each snail separately between the 
two plates. The snails crawled around on the under plate in 
the flour sprinkled previously over the plates and made the 
first letters of the girls' future husbands names. Each 
made the letter J. So as Jane had given Ruth her snail, she 
gave Ruth one of her beaus, John W. Ramsey and Jane 
chose James Riley Ramsey. But as Ruth was young she 
did not marry John Ramsey for some years after this. Now 
John was not pleased that he did not get the oldest girl as 
he was older than J. R. Ramsey. So he said to himself, "I 
shall go out to Indiana and live with the Indians". But af- 
ter awhile he came back and took a second invoice of Ruth 
Legg and found that sh had developed into a pretty black- 
eyed black-haired, plump, rosy checked, god looking, 
charming young lady. She smiled at him on first sight and 
hé decided she was prettier than her sister Jane and he mar- 
ried Ruth and always felt like he had made a good choice. 
I believe all of his children were glad that Ruth was their 
mother. 

Now girls who want to know what the first letters of your 
future husband's names will be can try the snail method if 
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you think it will work. But do not try it if you have no 
faith in the test, because it will not work unless you have 
perfect faith in it. I think one reason Uncle John Ramsey 
did not stay with the Indians longer than he did, he saw 
them cooking coons with the head and feet on and perhaps 
other methods that were not in accord with his ideas of 
preparing food. 

To John W. Ramsey and his wife were born six boys and 
three girls, as follows: 

Thomas Henderson Ramsey born, 839, died 1925. 
Margaret Ramsey, born 1841, died about 1879. 
Martha Ramsey, born 1843, died 1885. 
Marshall Ramsey, born 1845, died when young, caused by 

a bean getting into his windpipe. 
Joel Ramsey, born Nov. 8, 1847, living yet. 
William Albert Ramsey, born March 11, 1850. 
John boyd Ramsey, born Oct. 13, 1852. 
Jane Ramsey, born August 14, 1854. 
Joseph Jackson Ramsey, born Dec. 10, 1857, died perhaps 

when about 35 years of age. I have not the date. 
John W. Ramsey died 1893 and is buried at Richmond 

Chapel grave yard. 
His wife Ruth Ramsey died 1877. 
John W. Ramsey married second wife Rebecca Hull widow 

Joseph Hull. Her maiden name was Koontz daughter of 
Jacob Koontz, and brother of Samuel Koontz. She was a 
woman of more than ordinary intelligence. She lived to be 
about 97 years of age and kept her mind bright to near her 
death and was quite active when very old. 

I have tried to get more facts about John W. Ramsey and 
family. But it seems like his descendants have given very 
meagerly about themselves. James Moses said, "I would 
tell a thing a dozen different ways before I would lie about 
it." It seems that Uncle John's folks will not do that way. 
If they can't tell the exact way they will not tell it at all. 
John W. Ramsey was a good shot with a rifle. He was slow 

 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com/


214 RAMSEY FAMILY HISTORY 

to shoot, but when he did shoot the game was usually his. 
I only remember eating bear meat twice in my life and one 
time it was a piece of a bear Uncle John killed. 

He was a farmer all his life, but devoted some of his time 
in tanning leather. I think he lived all his married life 
where Loyd Ramsey now lives, being a part of the old farm 
originally settled by Bartholomew Ramsey. He always at- 
tended church but did not unite with the church until past 
middle of life. He was honest and truthful. He enjoyed a 
little wit but had a hatred of lying as a matter of deceiving 
or of boasting. He believed in being natural, and had no 
sympathy for putting on "airs". 

He managed to stay out of the Civil War by being careful 
and discreet about what lie said and done. 

Uncle John spent his last years with his son Loyd who 
with Dora his wife tried to give him as little trouble and 
worry as possible. His first wife Aunt Ruth was lively and 
kind-hearted. I remember she used to corne to our house 
when I was a boy and would hug and kiss me. She died 
when about 62 years of age. I do not know the cause of 
her death. Uncle John's second wife Rebecca Koontz Hull 
lived to be about 97 years of age and kept lier vigor remark- 
ab]y well when very aged. She was a devoted Christian and 
was always ready to talk intelligently on the subject of re- 

ligion. 
Thorn as Henderson Ramsey oldest son of John W. Ram 

sey spent his life in a few miles of where he was born. 
His children are Henry W. Ramsey about 61 years of age 

now living at Cedar Grove. I believe he has 12 children. 
Ella Ramsey Kincaid, born 1871, has 7 children. I only 

knew one of her children, Vivian Kiricaid, a bright girl who 
attended one term of my school. She married a Mr. Frazier. 
She has three children and lives at Cedar Grove. 

Wm. L. Ramsey horn 1873 ]ives in California and lias 
three children. 
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C. G. Ramsey born about 1875. He has 7 children living 
and three dead. He lived on his father's old place. I do not 
know who his first wife was, His last wife was Genevra 
Boley. 

F. G. Ramsey born about 1877; lives in Oklahoma. 
J. C. Ramsey youngest son of T. H. Ramsey died when 8 

years of age. 
Thos. H. Ramsey was a hardworking honest man of stren- 

uous habits. He usually planned his work a year ahead. 
He was plain spoken, had little use for formality. In 1892 

he took pride in voting a straight prohibition ticket and was 
enthusiastic for Bidwell for President of U. S. 

He had a defect in his utterance of some words, but this 
only seemed to give emphasis to some of his witty remarks. 
i saw him at 86 years of age and he seemed to have almost 
the same vigor he always had. He died March 26, 1925, 
aged 87 years 2 months and 6 days. 

Margaret Ramsey oldest daughter of John W. Ramsey 
was perhaps horn about 1842. She married John Eagle. To 
them were born three children. lowny, Taswell and a 
girl, I do not remember her name. Margaret was afflicted 
with epileptic fits. She spent the last two or three years of 
her life with her father. I do not know where her children 
live. 

Martha Ramsey married George Matticks, about 1867 or 
1868. They lived in Greenbi'ier County till she died 1885, 
leaving several children. 

Marshall Ramsey son of John W. Ramsey died when a 
small boy from getting a bean in his windpipe. 

Joel Ramsey born Nov. 8, 1847, lives at Elliott P. 0. His 
wife was Eunice Crist. I have not been able to get all the 
information about his family that I hope to get. His son 
Gus Ramsey is a preacher in the Baptist Church. I want 
sorne of Joel's folks to give inc names and dates of birth 
of each of his children and number of grand children. Wil- 
liam Albert Ramsey was born March 11, 1850. He lives at 
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Bidwell, Ohio. Has 2 girls living and one dead. Has 3 or 
4 grand children. He is a prominent character in politics. 
J-le is a well informed man. Knows more Bible than most of 
people, keeps up on current events. Takes a prominent 
part in all current issues. He is a life long Republican. He 
'was in Kansas when the State adopted prohibition and vas 
an admirer of St. John. 

You may expect to hear more of him later about his ex- 
perience in Kansas, California and Oklahoma. 

John Loyd Ramsey, born Oct. 13, 1852, married Dora 
Pinney, daughter of Nues Pinney of Gallia County, Ohio. 
'The story of Loyd's life would be interesting. He traveled 
by horses and wagon with his brother William and Mr. 
Pogue and family from Gallia County, Ohio, to Kansas. 
They entered land claims but it proved a starve out enter- 
prise. Loyd was a cow boy for several years, joined a total 
abstinence society and never tasted whiskey since. 

He lias voted for every prohibition candidate from St. 
John in 1884 to the last one that ran. 

He has very little sympathy for wrong doers and can say 
his piece in a very decided and uncompromising way. 

Jane Ramsey born August 14, 1854, married Milton ip- 
pett and I believe lives in Roane Co., I am not informed as 
to the size of her family. I remember Jane as a very live- 
ly, optimistic girl. Joseph Jackson Ramsey was born Dec. 
10, 1857. He was a boy of good judgment and was atten- 
tive to the duties about the house and farm. I have but 
little knowledge of his life after he became.a man. He died 
perhaps at age of 35 or near that age, leaving a wife and 
several children. - 
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